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Epistle: The Acts, 1:1-8:

The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day
in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom
He had chosen, to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being
seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. And being
assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise
of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” Therefore, when they had come together, they asked
Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” And He said to them, “It is not for
you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Gospel: John 1:1-17:

In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God.
All things were made through
Him, and without Him nothing
was made that was made. In Him
was life, and the life was the light
of men. And the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did
not comprehend it. There was a
man sent from God, whose name
was John. This man came for a
witness, to bear witness of the
Light, that all through him might
believe. He was not that Light, but
was sent to bear witness of that
Light. That was the true Light
which gives light to every man
coming into the world. He was in
the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His
own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John
bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is
preferred before me, for He was before me.’”” And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for
grace. For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.




By the grace of God we have been found worthy to receive, once again, the light of Christ's
resurrection in our hearts and in our souls.

On the night of the Lord's Resurrection, as well as throughout the Pascal season, Orthodox
Christians sing, time and again, the hymn of Christ's victory over death and Hades: Christ is risen from
the dead, trampling down death by death and those in the tombs bestowing life. By so doing, they re-
affirm their faith and hope in their own resurrection and victory over death and the evil forces.

As the assurance of our own resurrection, Easter is the foundation of Christianity, the "Feast of
feasts" that opens the doors of Paradise and brings reconciliation between man and his Creator.

On behalf of the Church Board and the Ladies Auxiliary, I'd like to extend to all of our
parishioners and supporters a Blessed Pascha, filled with joy and happiness!

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!
Fr. George Bazgan

PASTORAL LETTER FOR THE LORD’S RESURRECTION 2017
T NICOLAE
by the mercies of God
Archbishop of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese of the United States of America and
Metropolitan of the Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas

To the beloved clergy and Orthodox Christians of our Holy Metropolia,
peace and holy joy from Christ the Risen Lord,
and from us Hierarchical Blessings.
Go quickly and tell His disciples: “He has risen from the dead
and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see Him” (Matthew 28:7).

Very Reverend Fathers,
Beloved Faithful,
Christ is risen!

We give glory to God that He has enabled us once again to proclaim the Resurrection of Christ, the miracle that
changed the destiny of mankind and of the world, a miracle proclaimed by the myrrh-bearing women, by the Holy
Apostles, and by the multitude of those who encountered the Risen Christ, all the way to Saul on the road to
Damascus. It is fitting that we should pause and think about the meanings of this proclamation at the end of our
pilgrimage through Great Lent.

In keeping with tradition, we have fasted and prayed that we may become worthy of the light and joy of
the Resurrection, but also may discover the meaning of this event. Our quest in fasting and prayer reached a climax
during the days of Holy Passion Week. We sang, “I see your Bridal Chamber adorned, O Savior, and I have no
wedding garment that I may enter in; enlighten the vestment of my soul and save me,” glimpsing the riches of
those days of the Resurrection and longing to clothe ourselves in the light of knowledge. The Savior’s Bridal
Chamber into which our soul longs to enter is the tomb in which He was laid after being taken down from the
Cross, the tomb that glowed with the light of the Resurrection and became the source of proclamation and
participation in the eternal light of the Kingdom of Heaven.

The faithful women disciples of the Lord, the myrrh-bearers, found themselves early on Sunday morning
at the tomb to fulfill the Jewish custom of anointing the body of the dead. The angel of the Lord himself rolled
away the stone and showed them the tomb so that the myrrh-bearers could see the miracle (Matthew 28:1-4). And
the angel also proclaimed to them the Lord’s Resurrection: “I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was
crucified. He is not here; He has risen, just as He said. Come and see the place where He lay. Then go quickly
and tell His disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see
Him’” (Matthew 28:5-7).



The women received the angel’s words, that “the Crucified One is not here; He has risen,” and took them
to the Apostles. The angel’s proclamation was later confirmed by the encounter of the myrrh-bearing women and
the Apostles with the Risen Christ, becoming the testimony: “The Lord is risen indeed and has appeared to
Simon” (Luke 24:34).

Who are these that were counted worthy of this Encounter that changed the destiny of mankind? First of
all, the myrrh-bearing women mentioned by St. Matthew, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, whom we can
identify as the mother of James and Joses. Mary Magdalene is the same person as the sinful woman who, “taking
it upon herself to become a myrrh-bearer,” came to Jesus in the house of Simon the Leper in Bethany (Mat. 26:6-
13), poured costly myrrh on His head, washed His feet with her tears of repentance, and dried them with her hair.
The Lord received this offering as a prefiguring of His death and burial, praising her gesture. This woman is the
one who, along with “the other Mary,” became the first to receive the angel’s proclamation and encounter the
Risen Christ: “So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
Suddenly Jesus met them. ‘Greetings,” He said. They came to Him, clasped His feet and worshiped Him”
(Matthew 28:8-9). Their faithfulness to their Teacher, their courage in going early in the morning to the tomb
while the Apostles were hiding for fear of the Jews, frightened that they might share the fate of the prophet from
Nazareth, were rewarded by the first encounter with the Risen Christ. As the Holy Gospels tell us, after this the
Lord appeared repeatedly to the disciples, until the vision beheld by Saul the persecutor on the road to Damascus.
Intent on unmasking what he believed to be the disciples’ “lie” and on finding the Lord who had been stolen from
the tomb (Gala Galaction), Saul encounters the One he was seeking, just like the myrrh-bearers and the Apostles,
the Risen Christ, Who calls him to the proclamation of the miracle of the Resurrection. And Paul too discovers the
mystery of the empty tomb glowing with the light of the Resurrection of Christ.

Very Reverend Fathers, Beloved Faithful,

This search for the Risen Christ, this discovery of the tomb that is “empty,” yet full of the glory of Christ,
is the profound meaning of every Christian’s journey through this life. We all find ourselves in the person of the
sinful woman, of the fearful and uncomprehending Apostles, or of Saul the truth-seeker. Each of these found the
answer to their questions and their searching in their encounter with the Christ who rose from the dead. We cannot
believe that we will find the answer to our turmoil in any other way than in this encounter. St. John Chrysostom
assures us of these things: “Perchance some one of you would wish to be like them, to hold the feet of Jesus; you
can even now, and not His feet and His hands only, but even lay hold on that sacred head, receiving the awful
mysteries with a pure conscience. But not here only, but also in that day you shall see Him, coming with that
unspeakable glory” (Homily nr. 89 on St. Matthew’s Gospel). What gives meaning to our lives is our encounter
with the Risen Lord, in icons, in the word of the Gospel, in the Holy Eucharist. This encounter can mean an
existential change for us, just as in the case of the myrrh-bearers and the Apostles, at the end of a profound search,
following an attentive examination of our conscience for the identification of our sins and weaknesses, and crying
out to Christ for healing and understanding. St. John Chrysostom assures us of the fulfillment of this search in the
eternal Kingdom of the Risen One.

In the coming days our mission on American soil will be renewed through the fulfillment of the plan to create a
Metropolia for the Romanian Orthodox in the Americas, and a Diocese in Canada. We invite you all to prayer
that God may strengthen us in our mission; we encourage you to work together that we may fulfill our
responsibilities to raise and educate our children and our youth, and guide our faithful on the path of salvation.
Let us pray that God will keep us in the true faith, worthy witnesses of the true Tradition of the Orthodox
Church. In all these things we place our hope in the Risen Christ, the joy and light of our souls.

I embrace you in Christ the Risen Lord and I wish you a Joyful Feast with health, peace, and
joy in your families and parishes!

Your brother in prayer to God,
+ Metropolitan NICOLAE

Chicago, The Feast of the Lord’s Resurrection, 2017
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Altar boys for this Sunday:

Peter Stoleru
Radu Nicholas Alméasanu

MEMBERSHIP

The Board of Directors extends a warm appeal to all supporters of our
parish, asking them to pay their membership before Easter.

This way we can ensure that we have the necessary funds to fulfill our
financial obligations during the Summer months and for the rest of the year as
well.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY
On May the 21° we will celebrate our 45" Church Anniversary:

10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy.
11:45 AM: Memorial service for church founders.
12:30 PM: ANNIVERSARY BANQUET.

Tickets: $25/adults and $10/children (7-14).
Contact Mariana Diaconu at 780-473-6711

SEE YOU THEN!




