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April 23, 2017: Second Sunday after Easter
(Of St. Thomas)

Epistle: The Acts 5:12-20:

And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they
were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people esteemed
them highly. And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, so that
they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter
passing by might fall on some of them. Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem,
bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed. Then the high
priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with
indignation, and laid their hands on the apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of
the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, “Go, stand in the temple and speak to the
people all the words of this life.”

Then, the same day at evening,
being the first day of the week, when the
doors were shut where the disciples were
assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus
I came and stood in the midst, and said to
M them, “Peace be with you.” When He
had said this, He showed them His
hands and His side. Then the disciples
were glad when they saw the Lord. So
Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you!
As the Father has sent Me, I also send
you.” And when He had said this, He
breathed on them, and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them;
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was
not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.”
So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print
of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” And after eight days His disciples were
again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and
said, “Peace to you!” Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and
reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” And Thomas
answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have
seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” And truly
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you
may have life in His name.




Following His third-day Resurrection, Christ appeared first to the myrrh-bearing women with the
greeting "Hail," and then to His disciples with the greeting "Peace be to you."
Having seen the tragic ending of their Master's life, the Apostles were afraid for their own lives.
They needed to have their inner peace restored because their mandate (which they would receive 40 days
later) to evangelize the world was a difficult one. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit (who would
descend upon them 50 days later), they were supposed to continue the work begun by their Master.
While He was with them, Christ used to forgive the sins of the people ("your sins are forgiven, go in
peace"). Now, the disciples receive this great gift: If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
May the risen Lord give us also His peace and forgiveness of our sins!

Fr. George Bazgan

Greatmartyr, Victory-bearer and Wonderworker George

Troparion:

You were bound for good deeds, O martyr of Christ: George; by
Jaith you conquered the torturer’s godlessness. You were offered
as a sacrifice pleasing to God; thus you received the crown of
victory. Through your intercessions, forgiveness of sins is granted
to all.

Kontakion:

God raised you as his own gardener, O George, for you have
gathered for yourself the sheaves of virtue. Having sown in tears,
you now reap with joy; you shed your blood in combat and won
Christ as your crown. Through your intercessions, forgiveness of
sins is granted to all.
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Spread the word

We make an appeal to all of you, subscribers to our weekly electronic Bulletin, to
invite your family members and friends to submit their
email address and join the list of our parish subscribers.

This is so we can reach as many people as possible.

Thank you for your help!

Our Family

We would like to add something new to our website.
All members and supporters are asked to send in a picture
of their family, with the names of all members.

All pictures will available under this category: Qur family.

Thank vou for vour participation!




