
 

 

February 14, 2016: The 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Of the Canaanite woman) 

 

 

Epistle reading: II Cor. 6:16-16, 7:1: 
 

"And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the 

living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their 

God, And they shall be My people.” Therefore “Come out from among them And be 

separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” “I will be 

a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.” 

Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 

the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." 

 

Gospel reading: Matthew 15:21-28: 
 
"Then Jesus went out 

from there and 

departed to the region 

of Tyre and Sidon. 

And behold, a woman 

of Canaan came from 

that region and cried 

out to Him, saying, 

“Have mercy on me, O 

Lord, Son of David! 

My daughter is 

severely demon-

possessed.” But He 

answered her not a 

word. And His 

disciples came and 

urged Him, saying, 

“Send her away, for she cries out after us.” But He answered and said, “I was not sent 

except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Then she came and worshiped Him, 

saying, “Lord, help me!” But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the 

children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.” And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 

little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered 

and said to her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her 

daughter was healed from that very hour." 

 



 The Gospel reading of this Sunday is a good argument for intercessory prayer, the 

prayer offered on behalf of others. The woman of Canaan (another "foreigner") is pleading 

with Christ for His divine mercy on behalf of her daughter who was "severely demon-

possessed." At some point, even the disciples intervene and offer their own intercessory 

prayer on behalf of the Canaanite woman: “Send her away, for she cries out after us.” 

It is this particular instance which strengthens our believe in the prayers and intercession of 

the saints on our behalf. 

The other aspect of this story is the persistence of this woman. At first, her cry for 

help is ignored, then she is refused again and in the end she is likened to the dogs: “It is 

not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.” 
My question is: at what point would we have given up and disrobed ourselves of 

whatever faith we had, concluding that God (if He existed) was unmerciful and unloving? 

As I often say, all prayers are heard but not all are answered. Sometimes we are praying for 

the wrong thing or for the wrong reason. Other times we pray very superficially and only 

when we need something specific, expecting instant results. What about the people who 

pray regularly and earnestly and their prayers still go unanswered for a long time? The 

story of the Canaanite woman is teaching us that sometimes God just wants to put our faith 

to the test. 

 Let us engage in fervent prayer, asking for God's mercy and help, saying: “Have 

mercy on me, O Lord!" and “Lord, help me!” 

 

       Fr. George Bazgan 
 

 

 

 

Sunday Fellowship 
 

The following families are scheduled to look after  

this Sunday's fellowship: 
 

Chiosa George & Carmen 
Chiosa Neculae 

Gavriș Marius & Ileana 
 

Thank you all very much! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
 

Our parish is organizing a 10 day  pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
between May 27-June 5, 2016. The aproximate cost is $2,500/person. 

Those who are interested, please call Fr. George at 780-473-0029. 

 

 

 

Valentine's Supper & Dance 
 

On Saturday, February 13, 2016, there will be a  
Valentine's Supper and Dance at the Romanian Center.  

Supper will be served at 7:00 P.M. 
 

 

 

 

Spread the word 
 

We make an appeal to all of you, subscribers to our weekly electronic 
Bulletin, to invite your family members and friends to submit their  

email address and join the list of our parish subscribers.  
 

This is so we can reach as many people as possible. 
 

Thank you for your help! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Board of Directors would like to thank all those who paid their 
membership and honored their financial pledges for 2015! 

 

At the same time, we would like to remind everyone that, 
 based on the decision of the 2015 Annual General Meeting,  

as of January 2016, the Church membership fee is  
$150/person ($300/couple), 

 

Please keep in mind that $35 from each membership  
is sent to the Archdiocese. 

 

THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH! 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Sunday, February 21, 2016 13:00 
 

AGENDA 
 
 1. Call the meeting to order and opening prayer.  

 
 2. Confirmation of “Notice of Meeting” and quorum.  
 
 3. Approval of the Agenda.  
 
 4. Presentation and adoption of the Minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting.  
 
 5. Business arising from 2015 Annual General Meeting Minutes.  
 
 6. Financial Statements, Membership and Casino Reports by Mrs. Corina Sasu,  
     Treasurer 
 
 7. Church Report, by Fr. George Bazgan.  
 

Committee Reports:  
 
 8. Property and Maintenance, by Mr. Nicolae Chiosa, Hall Manager.  
 
 9. Social, by Mr. Viorel Ciocan.  
 
10. Communications / Public relations report by Ștefan Mocanu. 
 
11. Ladies Auxiliary, by Psa. Maria Bazgan, LA President.  
 
12. President’s report, by Mr. Ion Mieila, Board President.  
 
13. New Business.  
 
14. Adjournment. 

 

 


