January 27, 2019: THE 31ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

(The healing of the blind man of Jericho)

Epistle reading: I Tim. 1:15-17:
"This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners, of whom I am chief. However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me
first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe
on Him for everlasting life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone
is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen."

Gospel reading: Luke 18:35-43:
"Then it happened, as He was coming
near Jericho, that a certain blind man
sat by the road begging. And hearing a
multitude passing by, he asked what it
meant. So they told him that Jesus of
Nazareth was passing by. And he cried
out, saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!” Then those who went
before warned him that he should be
quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son
of David, have mercy on me!” So Jesus
stood still and commanded him to be
brought to Him. And when he had come
near, He asked him, saying, “What do
you want Me to do for you?” He said,
“Lord, that I may receive my sight.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Receive your
sight; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he received his sight, and followed
Him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God."
Christendom is preparing to receive the greatest gift offered by God the Father to the
whole world: His Only begotten Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Since the beginning of
the Christmas Fast since the beginning of the Christmas Fast the Orthodox Church announces
every Sunday, at the Matins service, the unfathomable mystery of the Lord’s Incarnation,
inviting her faithful to get ready for the great Feast: “Christ is born, glorify Him. Christ from
heaven, go to meet Him. Christ on earth, be lifted up...” What the Church is telling us is that
we shouldn’t miss any opportunity to strengthen our communion with God and benefit from
His mercy and divine blessings.

In the gospel reading of this Sunday, we learn about God's healing power conferred
upon those who know how to pray. We also note some of the contrasts that existed in the society
of that time, contrasts that are also present in our society: the blind man was poor ("a certain
blind man sat by the road begging") in terms of material things but rich in faith and hope in
God's mercy; although he was blind, he was able to feel/see the presence of the Lord and to
understand the importance of the opportunity presented to him.
The persistence of the blind man paid off. He wasn't deterred by those who wanted to
silence him, but he cried even louder: "Then those who went before warned him that he should
be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
The main conclusion of this story is that we should use the opportunity presented to us
here and now (this time and the life we have) to feel the presence of the Lord who is passing by
and pray with persistence the prayer of the heart and mind: "Jesus, Son of God, have mercy
on me!"

Fr. George Bazgan

Sunday Fellowship
The following families are scheduled to look after
this Sunday's fellowship:

Stirbat Marius & Alina
Hritcu Catalin & Geanina
Craciunescu Zenovia
Botez Florin & Ramona

Thank you all very much!

Altar boys for this Sunday:
Arkin Gabriel Corbu
Arsenie Gavriș
Alexandru Mustea

Spring Dinner and Dance
On March 2, 2019, there will be a Spring Dinner and Dance at the
Romanian Centre. For tickets ($ 40 / adults and $ 10/ children - 7-14) and
more information, contact Mariana Diaconu: 780-473-6711,
or 780-660-4748 (texting only).

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting is scheduled for
February 3, 2019, after the Divine Liturgy.
On the Agenda:
- Financial and other committee reports.
- Election of the Church Board.
- Election of the delegates to the Diocesan Congress.
- Election of delegates to the Deanery Assembly.
Members in good standing will be able to vote.
All are invited to attend.
PLEASE, PLAN TO ATTEND!
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Sunday, February 3rd, 2019

AGENDA
1. Call the meeting to order and opening prayer.
2. Confirmation of “Notice of Meeting” and quorum.
3. Approval of the Agenda.
4. Presentation and adoption of the Minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting.
5. Business arising from the 2018 Annual General Meeting Minutes.
6. Financial Statements, Membership and Casino Reports by Mrs. Corina Sasu,
Treasurer
7. Church Report, by Fr. George Bazgan.
Committee Reports:
8. Property and Maintenance, by Mr. Neculae Chiosa, Hall Manager.
9. Social, by Mrs. Mariana Diaconu.
10. Communications / Public relations report by Ștefan Mocanu.
11. Ladies Auxiliary, by Psa. Maria Bazgan, LA President.
12. President’s report, by Mr. Ion Mieila, Board President.
13. Election of the Board of Directors for the next 2 years.
14. Election of 2 delegates and 2 alternates to the Diocesan Congress.
15. Election of 2 delegates to the Deanery General Assembly
16. Adjournment

A Christian’s conduct in Church
Before I begin to address the topic of „church conduct,” it is important
to address the question „Why do we come to church?”
We come to church on Sundays (the Day of the Lord) in order to
reafirm our vocation as liturgical beings, to continue our spiritual growth
and to strengthen our communion with Christ and His Church which began
when we were accepted into the community of the faithful through the
Sacraments of Christian Innitiation: Baptism, Christmation and Holy
Eucharist (Communion).
For an Orthodox Christian, attending the Divine Liturgy is not only a
privilege but an obligation as well. It is a privilege in as much as we, as
members of the visible Church are called to bring the Eucharistic elements
(bread and wine), be part of their transformation into the Body and Blood of
Christ and then, partake of them in the form of the Holy Eucharist, all this
in the context of the Divine Liturgy, the highest form of prayer we can offer
to God. It is also our obligation to attend the Divine Liturgy, obeying thus
one of the commandments of the Church.
In order to benefit the most from our presence in Church we must keep
in mind a few rules:
1. Come to Church on time (before 10:00) in order to participate in the entire
Divine Liturgy.
2. If the service is already in progress, you must stop and see what is going
on. If you came in during the Scripture readings (Epistle or the Gospel), you
should wait at the back of the church until the reading is over and then,
quietly, take your seat.
3. Pick up the liturgical book and follow closely the service, reading all of the
prayers.
4. During the Divine Liturgy you are not allowed to move around or talk to
other people. You can do that at the end, during the fellowship.
5. Out of respect for the most important part of the Divine Liturgy, please
refrain from walking in front of the Altar after the procession with the Holy
Gifts.

