July 6, 2014: The 4th Sunday after the Pentecost
(The healing of the centurion's servant)
Epistle reading: Romans 6:18-23:
You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. I am using an example
from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to
impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to
holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. What benefit did you
reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! But now that you
have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the
result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel reading: Matthew 8:5-13:
When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion
came to him, asking for help. “Lord,” he said, “my servant
lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.” Jesus said to
him, “Shall I come and heal him?” The centurion replied,
“Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof.
But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I
myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me.
I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’
and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does
it.” When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to
those following him, “Truly I tell you, I have not found
anyone in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that
many will come from the east and the west, and will take
their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the subjects of the
kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Then
Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it would.” And his servant was healed at
that moment.

The gospel reading of this Sunday is a good example of the importance of the intercessory
prayer. The centurion puts his job and social position on the line to help his servant, who was at home
paralyzed, suffering terribly. Not only did he have faith in the healing power of Christ, just say the word,
and my servant will be healed, but he was also very humble Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under
my roof.

His faith was praised by our Lord and Savior when He said: Truly I tell you, I have not found
anyone in Israel with such great faith... “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it would.”
When we pray at home and especially when we pray in church for our fellow human beings
from everywhere, we bring intercessory prayer to God, imploring him to restore the physical and
spiritual health of those dear to us.
May our good and loving God hear our prayer!
Fr. George Bazgan

SUMMER SCHEDULE OF CHURCH SERVICES
Due to the fact that Fr. George will be away
between July 2 and August 1, there will be
some changes regarding our Church services.
The church will be open every Sunday and Fr. Deacon Severian will
serve the Akathist at 10:00 AM.
For any emergency, please call Fr. Mircea at 780-456-7737.

Have a pleasant Summer!
The families in charge of the fellowship during the month of
July have been rescheduled for October-November.

