March 10, 2013: The Sunday of the Last Judgment
(Meatfare Sunday)
— REMEMBER: Set Clocks AHEAD an Hour! —
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8:8-13, 9:1-2:
But food does not commend us to God; for neither if we eat are we the better, nor if we do not
eat are we the worse. But beware lest somehow this liberty of yours become a stumbling block
to those who are weak. For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple,
will not the conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things offered to idols?
And because of your knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? But
when you thus sin against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin against
Christ. Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make
my brother stumble. Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not seen Jesus Christ our
Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord? If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to
you. For you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46:
“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit
on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate
them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He will set the
sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on His right
hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave
Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick
and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ “Then the righteous will answer
Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink?
When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or when did we
see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ And the King will answer and say to them,
‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you
did it to Me.’ “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed,
into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry and you gave
Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did not take Me
in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ “Then they
also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ Then He will answer them, saying,
‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not
do it to Me.’ And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.”

Eschatology has always been one of those mysteries human mind tried to
penetrate and understand. Throughout history, individuals or groups of people pretended
to have unlocked this mystery and predicted the exact time and day for Christ's second
coming. To their disappointment, and that of their followers, the indicated day came and
went without anything unusual happening. This is what happens when people forget what
Christ said about this subject: "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the
Father has put in His own authority" (Acts 1:7).
The belief in the second coming of Christ is one of the tenets of Christianity,
which has biblical foundation: "And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up
from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven”
(Acts 1:11).
Every time we recite the Nicene Creed we re-affirm our belief in the second
coming of Christ: "And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead,
whose kingdom shall have no end."
The Gospel reading of this Sunday gives us a glimpse into the end of the world
(Parousia or the second coming of Christ), although the exact time continues to be veiled
in mystery. This comes in the context of the universal commemoration of the dead,
observed in the Orthodox Church the day before, on the Saturday of the souls.
Our Lord and Savior is telling us that it is important for us to prepare for the day
of His coming again, the day of universal judgement. The criteria by which this
judgement will be done are the deeds of Christian love, compassion and mercy,
manifested toward our fellow human beings: "for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I
was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you
clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me."

As we draw closer and closer to Great Lent (our spiritual journey to Pascha), let
us spend the time wisely, not being concerned with the date of the Lord's caming again
but doing everything possible to acquire the good deeds which will render us worthy of
hearing the divine invitation: "Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world."

Fr. George Bazgan

PEROGY SUPPER
MARCH 15, 2013 (4:30 – 7:30 PM)

ROMANIAN CENTER
9005 – 132 AVE.
The Ladies of our parish are urged to bring something for the BAKE SALE.

Thank you for your support!

MEMBERSHIP
At the Annual General Meeting, held on February 24,
2013, the decision was made to keep the membership
unchanged, at $100/person ($200/couple).
We encourage all our members and supporters to pay their
membership in the first trimester (by the end of March)
so we can complete our projects during the warm season
and also to be able to assist the Archdiocese
with the annual dues.
Keep in mind that $25 of each membership
goes to the Archdiocese.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

KITCHEN RENOVATION
Our kitchen is in dire need for expansion and renovation.
In the fall of 2012 we launched a campaign to fundraise
for this important project.
The last estimate for the project came at around $80,000.
We appeal to all of our members, supporters and friends
to give generously towards this major project
and support our fundraising events!
All donors will receive a tax-deductible receipt
and our heartfelt appreciation.
THANK YOU AND MAY THE GOOD LORD BLESS YOU!

