
 

 

March 3, 2019: The Sunday of the Last Judgment 
(Meatfare Sunday) 

 

 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8:8-13, 9:1-2: 
 

But food does not commend us to God; for neither if we eat are we the better, nor if we do not 

eat are we the worse. But beware lest somehow this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to those 

who are weak. For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will not the 

conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things offered to idols? And because of your 

knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? But when you thus sin against the 

brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food makes my brother 

stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? 

Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord? If I am not an apostle to 

others, yet doubtless I am to you. For you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46: 
 

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, 

and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on 

the throne of His glory. All the nations will be 

gathered before Him, and He will separate them one 

from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from 

the goats. And He will set the sheep on His right 

hand, but the goats on the left. Then the King will 

say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed 

of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry 

and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave 

Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I 

was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you 

visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 

“Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, 

when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty 

and give You drink? When did we see You a stranger 

and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or when 

did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 

And the King will answer and say to them, 

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to 

one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to 

Me.’ “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 

‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was 

hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did 

not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ “Then 

they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked 



or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say 

to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ And these will 

go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

 Eschatology has always been one of those mysteries human mind tried to penetrate and 

understand. Throughout history, individuals or groups of people pretended to have unlocked this 

mystery and predicted the exact time and day for Christ's second coming. To their disappointment, 

and that of their followers, the indicated day came and went without anything unusual happening. 

This is what happens when people forget what Christ said about this subject: "It is not for you to 

know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority" (Acts 1:7). 

 The belief in the second coming of Christ is one of the tenets of Christianity, which has 

biblical foundation: "And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two 

men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up 

into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like 

manner as you saw Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). 

Every time we recite the Nicene Creed we re-affirm our belief in the second coming of 

Christ: "And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead, whose kingdom shall 

have no end." 

The Gospel reading of this Sunday gives us a glimpse into the end of the world (Parousia 

or the second coming of Christ), although the exact time continues to be veiled in mystery. This 

comes in the context of the universal commemoration of the dead, observed in the Orthodox 

Church the day before, on the Saturday of the souls. 

 Our Lord and Savior is telling us that it is important for us to prepare for the day of His 

coming again, the day of universal judgement. The criteria by which this judgement will be done 

are the deeds of Christian love, compassion and mercy, manifested toward our fellow human 

beings: "for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a 

stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; 

I was in prison and you came to Me." 
 

 As we draw closer and closer to Great Lent (our spiritual journey to Pascha), let us spend 

the time wisely, not being concerned with the date of the Lord's caming again but doing everything 

possible to acquire the good deeds which will render us worthy of hearing the divine invitation: 

"Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 

the world." 
 

        Fr. George Bazgan 

 

 

Altar boys for this Sunday: 
 

Arsenie Gavriș 
Alexander Ștefănescu 

 

 



 

Sunday Fellowship 
 

In the context of the universal commemoration of the 
departed ones, which is observed this Saturday, March 2 

 (the Saturday of the souls), there will be general participation 
for this Sunday's fellowship. 

 

Thank you all very much! 

 
 

 

 

Spring Dinner and Dance 
 

On March 2, 2019, there will be a Spring Dinner and Dance at the Romanian 
Centre. For tickets ($ 40 / adults and $ 10/ children - 7-14) and more 

information, contact Mariana Diaconu: 780-473-6711, 
 or 780-660-4748 (texting only). 

 
 

 
 

 

PEROGY SUPPER 
 

On Friday, March 8, 2019, the Ladies Auxiliary  
will organize a Perogy Supper at the Romanian Center,  

between 4:30 – 7:30 PM. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
 

THE CHURCH IS BORN FROM THE SIDE OF CHRIST 
 
 Do you wish to learn from another source as well the strength of His blood? Look 
from where it first flowed and where it had its source! It flowed down from the cross, from 
the Master’s side. St. John says that, when Christ was dead but still on the cross, the soldier 
came and pierced His side with a lance, and straightaway there came out water and blood. 
The one was a symbol of baptism, the other of the mysteries. Therefore, he did not say: 
“There came out blood and water, but first water came forth and the blood, since first comes 
baptism and then the mysteries. It was the soldier, then, who opened Christ’s side and dug 
through the rampart of the holy temple, but I am the one who has found the treasure and 
gotten the wealth… 

 Blood and water flowed from His side… Beloved, do not pass over this mystery 
without thought; it has yet another hidden meaning, which I will explain to you. I said that 
water and blood symbolized Baptism and the Holy Eucharist. From these two sacraments 
the Church is born: from baptism, - the cleansing water that gives rebirth and renewal 
through the Holy Spirit, - and from the Holy Eucharist. Since the symbols of Baptism and 
the Eucharist flowed from His side, it was from His side that Christ fashioned the Church, 
as He fashioned Eve from the side of Adam… Do not understand, then, how Christ has united 
His bride to Himself and what food He gives us all to eat? By one and the same food we are 

both brought into being and nourished. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Teachings of the Orthodox Church 

The Orthodox Church throughout the ages has maintained a continuity of faith and 
love with the apostolic community founded by Christ and sustained by the Holy Spirit. 
Orthodoxy believes that, from the time of the Apostles, she has preserved and taught the 
historic Christian Faith free from error and distortion. She also believes that there is nothing 
in the body of her teachings which is contrary to the truth or which inhibits the real union 
with God. The air of antiquity and timelessness that often characterizes Eastern Christianity 
is an expression of her desire to remain loyal to the authentic Christian Faith. 

Orthodoxy believes that the Christian Faith and the Church are inseparable. It is 
impossible to know Christ, to share in the life of the Holy Trinity, or to be considered a 
Christian apart from the Church. It is in the Church that the Christian Faith is proclaimed 
and maintained. It is through the Church that an individual is nurtured in the Faith. 



 

THE REVELATION 
 

According to the Orthodox Church, God is the source of faith. Orthodoxy believes 
that God has revealed Himself to us, most especially in the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom 
we know as the Son of God. This Revelation of God, His love, and His purpose, are constantly 
made manifest and contemporary in the life of the Church by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The Orthodox Faith does not begin with man's religious speculations, or with the so-
called "proofs" for the existence of God, or with a human quest for the Divine. The origin of 
the Orthodox Christian Faith is the Self-revelation of God. Each day the Church's Morning 
Prayer affirms and reminds us of this by declaring: "God is the Lord and He has revealed 

Himself to us." While the inner Being of God always remains unknown and unapproachable, 
God has manifested Himself to us; and the Church has experienced Him as Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. The Doctrine of the Holy Trinity, which is central to the Orthodox Faith, is not 
the result of pious speculation, but the overwhelming experience of God. This doctrine 
affirms that there is only One God in whom there are three distinct Persons. In other words, 
when we encounter either the Father, or the Son, or the Holy Spirit, we are truly experiencing 
contact with God. While the Holy Trinity is a mystery that cannot be fully comprehended, 
Orthodoxy believes that we can truly participate in the Trinity through the life of the 
Church, especially through our celebration of the Eucharist and the other Sacraments, as 
well as the non-sacramental services. 
 

 


