May 12, 2013: Second Sunday after Easter
(of St. Thomas)

Epistle: Acts 5:12-20; Gospel: John 20:19-31.

""So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the
Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had
said this, He breathed on them, and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.”

Following His third-day Resurrection, Christ appeared first to the myrrh-bearing
women with the greeting "Hail," and then to His disciples with the greeting "Peace be to
you."

Having seen the tragic ending of their Master's life, the Apostles were afraid for
their own lives. They needed to have their inner peace restored because their mandate
(which they would receive 40 days later) to evangelize the world was a difficult one.
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit (who would descend upon them 50 days later),
they were supposed to continue the work begun by they Master.

While He was with them, Christ used to forgive the sins of the people ("your sins are
forgiven, go in peace"). Now, the disciples receive this great gift: If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

May the risen Lord give us also His peace and forgiveness of our sins!

Fr. George Bazgan

For details about the upcoming events, please visit our website:
bisericaedmonton.org

GARAGE AND BAKE SALE
The Romanian Orthodox Church will be hosting a Garage/Bake sale on:

- Friday, May 31, 2013: 1:00 PM - 7:00 PM.
- Saturday, June 1%, 2013: 10:00 AM — 5:00 PM.
- Sunday, June 2" 2013: 12:00 AM - 3:00 PM.

This is a fundraising event with proceeds going towards the renovation of the kitchen.
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