May 24, 2015: The 7™ Sunday after Easter
(The Fathers of the 1° Ecumenical Council)

Epistle: Acts 20:16-16: 28-36:

For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not have to spend time in Asia; for he
was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of Pentecost. From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and
called for the elders of the church. And when they had come to him, he said to them: “You know, from the
first day that I came to Asia, in what manner | always lived among you. Therefore take heed to yourselves and
to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which
He purchased with His own blood. For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among
you, not sparing the flock. Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw
away the disciples after themselves. Therefore watch, and remember that for three years | did not cease to
warn everyone night and day with tears. “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His
grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. |1 have
coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for my
necessities, and for those who were with me. | have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you
must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give
than to receive.”” And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all.

Gospel John 17:1-13:

Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and
said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your
Son also may glorify You, as You have given Him authority over
all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have
given Him. And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. | have
glorified You on the earth. | have finished the work which You
have given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together
with Yourself, with the glory which | had with You before the
world was. “I have manifested Your name to the men whom You
| i have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them
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You; and they have believed that You sent Me. “I pray for them. |
do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me,
W for they are Yours. And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine,
8 and | am glorified in them. Now | am no longer in the world, but
: these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep
through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. While I was with them
in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me | have kept; and none of them is lost
except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I come to You, and these things I
speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.




On the Sunday after the Lord's Ascension into heaven and before the Pentecost Sunday, the
Gospel reading conveys to us part of the Priestly Prayer which our Lord and Savior addressed to God
the Father before His redeeming Passion: “Father, the hour has come...".

Christ's mission on earth was to reveal Himself as the Son of God and, through Him, the other
two persons of the Holy Trinity (God the Father and God the Holy Spirit) and to bring salvation, that is,
eternal life to the world, through His voluntary Passion, death and third-day Resurrection. This
revelation or the knowledge of God, which begins in this life and continues into eternity, is in fact the
eternal life: And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom You have sent.

This prayer also reveals to us the fact that the incarnate Word of God, Christ the Savior, is co-
eternal with God the Father (glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before
the world was), equal with God the Father (And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine), and that He
came into the world on behalf of God the Father (and they have believed that You sent Me).

This is why on this Sunday the Orthodox Church commemorates the Fathers of the 1%
Ecumenical Council in Nicaea, convened by St. Constantine the Great in 325. At this Council (the first
of seven), the Arian heresy, which taught that Christ did not exist from eternity (there was a time when
He did not exist) and was not of the same essence with God the Father, was condemned and the first 7
articles of the Nicene Creed were formulated, which constitute the Church's dogma concerning Christ,
the Son of God.

Fr. George Bazgan

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY

On May the 24”‘, we will celebrate our Church
Anniversary:

10:00 AM: Divine Liturgy.

12:00 AM: Memorial service for the
church founders.

12:45 PM: ANNIVERSARY BANQUET.
2:00 PM: Documentary Film about the
Romanian Settlement in Alberta.

Tickets: $40/adults and $15/children (7-14).
Contact Claudiu Nanu: 780-914-1223







MEMBERSHIP

The Board of Directors extends a warm appeal to all supporters of our parish,
asking them to pay their membership as soon as possible.

This way we can ensure that we have the necessary funds to fulfill our financial
obligations during the Summer months and for the rest of the year as well.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!




