Sept. 18, 2016:

The Sunday after the Elevation of the Holy Cross
Epistle: Gal. 2:16-20:
Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the
law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified. “But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ,
we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of sin? Certainly not! For if I build
again those things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. For I through the law died to the
law that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me.

Gospel: Mark 8:34-38:
When He had called the people to Himself, with His
disciples also, He said to them, “Whoever desires to come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.
For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what
will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his
own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?
For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be
ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the
holy angels.”

The invitation addressed by our Lord and Savior to
follow Him, in today's gospel reading, comes in the context
of the Feast of the Elevation of the Holy and life-giving
Cross: “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.”

Last Sunday, our Lord Jesus Christ told us that the
reason for His voluntary and redeeming Passion was God's
infinite love for mankind: "For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son..."

In other words, He carried His own Cross to Golgotha (although He had no sin) out of love
for us. His supreme sacrifice is supposed to stir a desire within us to be with Him, to follow Him,
to follow His example. Every person comes to Christ from a different direction, from their own
world and condition, carrying their own cross, enduring their personal Golgotha, but the
motivation is the same for everyone: our (burning) desire to be with Him and our (genuine)

willingness to respond with our own level of love to His infinite love. This desire and willingness
can be sustained only by understanding and knowing what the true priorities of our life are, by a
constant reminder about the invisible (spiritual) aspect of our being, which is of a much more
importance than the visible (material) one: For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world,
and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

By accepting and embracing (not trying to escape or avoid) our personal Golgotha with
faith and love, we should reach a point where we can say with the Apostle Paul, in today's Epistle
reading: I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

Fr. George Bazgan

Sunday Fellowship
The following families are scheduled to look after
this Sunday's fellowship:

Oancia Ion & Cornelia
Bitea Mioara
Roman Mihaela
If you use the kitchen and the stove, clean them up, please!

Thank you all very much!

Meeting with parents
The Church Board would like to have a short meeting with the
parents of the children who attend our Sunday services.
The meeting will take place during fellowship, on Sunday, Sept. 18.

Please, plan to attend!

Thank you!

The Harvest Festival
This year's Harvest Festival will be held
on October 1, 2016, at the Romanian Center.
We extend our invitation to all of our members
and supporters to participate in this event!
Tickets are $40.00/adults and $15.00/children (7-14 years)
For tickets, contact Viorel or Veronica Ciocan at church!

Thank you for your support!

THE NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL YEAR
On September 18, 2016, the New Sunday School year begins.
Following the Divine Liturgy, a special service of invocation
will take place for the students and their teachers.
The curriculum for the Sunday School has been approved by the
Religious Education Commission of the Archdiocese.
The program is structured on three groups:
Group A: 4-7 years, teacher: Gabriela Luca Damian
Group B: 8-12 years, teacher: Veronica Ciocan
Group C: 13-18 years, teacher: Ileana Gavris.
All children are welcome to join the program and the parents are asked
to register their children with the teacher of their respective group

MEMBERSHIP
The Board of Directors extends a warm appeal to all supporters of our
parish, asking them to pay their membership as soon as possible.
This way we can ensure that we have the necessary funds to fulfill our
financial obligations during the Summer months and for the rest of the year
as well.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

The Sermon on line
The Sunday’s Sermon is being posted on line.
To access it, go to our parish’s website (bisericaedmonton.org),
click on “Multimedia” and then on “Audio.”

Spread the word
We make an appeal to all of you, subscribers to our weekly electronic Bulletin,
to invite your family members and friends to submit their
email address and join the list of our parish subscribers.
This is so we can reach as many people as possible.

Thank you for your help!

