
 

January 26, 2020: The 32nd Sunday after Pentecost 
(Zacchaeus Sunday) 

 

 

Epistle: I Tim. 4:9-15: 
 

"This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance. For to this end we both 

labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, 

especially of those who believe. These things command and teach. Let no one despise your 

youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in 

purity. Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Do not neglect 

the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands 

of the eldership. Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your 

progress may be evident to all." 

 

Gospel: Luke 19:1-10: 
 

 

"Then 

Jesus entered and 

passed through 

Jericho. Now 

behold, there was a 

man named 

Zacchaeus who was 

a chief tax 

collector, and he 

was rich. And he 

sought to see who 

Jesus was, but 

could not because 

of the crowd, for he 

was of short 

stature. So he ran 

ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that way. 

And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, 

“Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” So he made 

haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. But when they saw it, they all 

complained, saying, “He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.” Then 

Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; 

and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.” And 

Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of 

Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
 



Last Sunday we learned how Jesus, the Son of God, heard the prayer of the blind and 

poor man from Jericho who was crying: “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

 The gospel reading of this Sunday teaches us that the same Son of God knows the 

very inner thoughts of the people. Up in the sycamore tree, Zacchaeus was waiting in silence 

to satisfy his curiosity, "to see who Jesus was."  
I think it was much more than curiosity that drove this rich man to climb up a tree by 

the roadside. It must have been something much deeper: his desire to liberate himself from 

the guilt and the remorse which he could not shake off of his conscience. At least part of his 

wealth had been acquired through fraud and injustice. This must've been the spiritual 

obstacle that kept him away from the Savior, which was much more difficult to overcome 

than his physical impediment, the fact that "he was of short stature." 

Just like in the story of the ten lepers, Zacchaeus too, seizes the moment of the Lord's 

presence and his sincere repentance and deep desire for complete restoration are rewarded 

by God: “Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; 

for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
 

 May we all receive the joy of salvation! 

 

        Fr. George Bazgan 
 

 

 

Altar boys for this Sunday: 
 

Gavriș Arsenie 

Mustea Alexandru 
 

 

 

 

Sunday Fellowship 
 

The following families are scheduled to look after  

this Sunday's fellowship: 
 

Dinică Ștefan & Suzana 

Jurgea Eugeniu & Nicoleta 

Mocanu Ștefan & Adriana 
 

Thank you all very much! 
 

 



 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The Annual General Meeting is scheduled for  

March 1st , 2020, after the Divine Liturgy.  
 

On the Agenda: 
 

- Financial and other committee reports. 
 

Members in good standing will be able to vote. 

All are invited to attend. 
 

PLEASE, PLAN TO ATTEND! 
 

 

 
ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

 

THE CHURCH IS BORN FROM THE SIDE OF CHRIST 
 

 Do you wish to learn from another source as well the strength of His blood? 

Look from where it first flowed and where it had its source! It flowed down from the 

cross, from the Master’s side. St. John says that, when Christ was dead but still on the 

cross, the soldier came and pierced His side with a lance, and straightaway there came 

out water and blood. The one was a symbol of baptism, the other of the mysteries. 

Therefore, he did not say: “There came out blood and water, but first water came forth 

and the blood, since first comes baptism and then the mysteries. It was the soldier, then, 

who opened Christ’s side and dug through the rampart of the holy temple, but I am 

the one who has found the treasure and gotten the wealth… 

 Blood and water flowed from His side… Beloved, do not pass over this mystery 

without thought; it has yet another hidden meaning, which I will explain to you. I said 

that water and blood symbolized Baptism and the Holy Eucharist. From these two 

sacraments the Church is born: from baptism, - the cleansing water that gives rebirth 

and renewal through the Holy Spirit, - and from the Holy Eucharist. Since the symbols 

of Baptism and the Eucharist flowed from His side, it was from His side that Christ 

fashioned the Church, as He fashioned Eve from the side of Adam… Do not 

understand, then, how Christ has united His bride to Himself and what food He gives 

us all to eat? By one and the same food we are both brought into being and nourished. 

 



 

A Christian’s conduct in Church  
 

 Before I begin to address the topic of „church conduct,” it is 

important to address the question „Why do we come to church?” 

 We come to church on Sundays (the Day of the Lord) in order to 

reafirm our vocation as liturgical beings, to continue our spiritual growth 

and to strengthen our communion with Christ and His Church which 

began when we were accepted into the community of the faithful through 

the Sacraments of Christian Innitiation: Baptism, Christmation and Holy 

Eucharist (Communion). 

 For an Orthodox Christian, attending the Divine Liturgy is not only 

a privilege but an obligation as well. It is a privilege in as much as we, as 

members of the visible Church are called to bring the Eucharistic elements 

(bread and wine), be part of their transformation into the Body and Blood 

of Christ and then, partake of them in the form of the Holy Eucharist, all 

this in the context of the Divine Liturgy, the highest form of prayer we can 

offer to God. It is also our obligation to attend the Divine Liturgy, obeying 

thus one of the commandments of the Church. 

 

 In order to benefit the most from our presence in Church we must 

keep in mind a few rules: 
 

1. Come to Church on time (before 10:00) in order to participate in the 

entire Divine Liturgy. 
 

2. If the service is already in progress, you must stop and see what is going 

on. If you came in during the Scripture readings (Epistle or the Gospel), 

you should wait at the back of the church until the reading is over and 

then, quietly, take your seat. 
 

3. Pick up the liturgical book and follow closely the service, reading all of 

the prayers. 
 

4. During the Divine Liturgy you are not allowed to move around or talk 

to other people. You can do that at the end, during the fellowship. 
 

5. Out of respect for the most important part of the Divine Liturgy, 

please refrain from walking in front of the Altar after the procession with 

the Holy Gifts. 
 


