August 30, 2020: The X1l Sunday after Pentecost
(The parable of the rich man)

Epistle: I Cor. 15:1-11:

Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which | preached unto you, which also ye have
received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what | preached unto you,
unless ye have believed in vain. For | delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ
died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day
according to the scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, he was seen of
above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen
asleep. After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all he was seen of me also, as of
one born out of due time. For | am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because
I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God | am what | am: and his grace which was bestowed
upon me was not in vain; but | laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which
was with me. Therefore whether it were | or they, so we preach, and so ye believed.

Gospel: Matthew 19:16:26:

And, behold, one came and said
unto him, Good Master, what good thing
shall | do, that I may have eternal
life? And he said unto him, Why callest
thou me good? there is none good but
one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter
into life, keep the commandments. He
saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou
shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not
commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal,
Thou shalt not bear false

- : witness, Honour thy father and thy
mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. The young man saith unto him, All these
things have | kept from my youth up: what lack | yet? Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect,
go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come
and follow me. But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had
great possessions. Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily | say unto you, That a rich man shall
hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again | say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. When his disciples
heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? But Jesus beheld them, and
said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.
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The gospel reading of this Sunday teaches us about the way we should use the material possessions
which we acquire in this world. If we use them with the understanding that we are their temporary
administrators and share them with the poor, then they become an instrument through which we acquire
treasure in heaven.

Wealth in itself is not a sin and poverty is not a virtue. Throughout the Scripture of the Old
Testament we see many people who acquired impressive material wealth (Abraham, Job, Solomon, etc.),
which they understood as a blessing from God. Yet, they kept their faithfulness to God, being always
thankful and grateful to Him. Also, throughout the Church history we see many saints and Church Fathers
who inherited great material possessions (St. Basil the Great, etc.), which they used for the benefit of the
poor. Let us also mention the fact that even in the modern times a lot of rich people became great
philanthropists, creating foundations that helped millions of poor people or many other humanitarian
causes.

The important thing is to make sure that we control them and that we don’t lose our discernment,
allowing ourselves to be controlled by them.

The young rich man from today’s gospel was obsessed with his possessions to the point where
they became his personal god, committing thus spiritual adultery: Thou shalt not commit adultery.

When our Lord gave him the chance to liberate himself and use his possessions as an entry into
God’s kingdom: Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to
the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me, he chose to serve his own
god: But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great
possessions.

Let this be a lesson to all of us!
Fr. George Bazgan
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Sunday Service Attendance

Due to the continuing State of Emergency, which limits the number of people
attending Church services, we are asking our members to make sure that, for time
being, only 1 (one) person from each family attend our Sunday Divine Liturgy.

We apologize for this inconvenience and hope that the restrictions will continue
to be relaxed in the near future.

Those who attend, are kindly asked to observe the recommendations of the
experts, such as: washing their hands, social distancing, etc.

Thank you all and may God keep us safe!
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MEMBERSHIP

The Board of Directors extends a warm appeal to all supporters of our parish,
asking them to pay their membership as soon as possible.
This way we can ensure that we have the necessary funds to fulfill our
financial obligations during the Summer months and for the rest of the year as well.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

Prayer at the time of pandemic

O Lord, our God, who are rich in mercy and, with Your wise care, guard our
lives, listen to our prayer, receive our repentance for our sins, stop this pandemic, as
You have ceased the punishment of the people in the days of King David. You who
are the Physician of our souls and our bodies, give healing to those contaminated with
this disease, hastily raising them from their bed of suffering, to glorify You, the Most
Merciful Savior, and protect those who are healthy from any disease.

Bless, strengthen and shield, O Lord, with Your grace, all those who, with love
of people and sacrifice, care for the sick at their homes or in hospitals. Remove all
disease and suffering from the people and teach us to value life and health as gifts
coming from You.

Grant us, O God, Your peace, and fill our hearts with unwavering faith in Your
protection, with hope in Your help, and with love towards You and our neighbor.

For Yours is to show mercy and to save us, O our God, and to You we give
glorify: Father and Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen!




