Dec. 27, 2020: The Sunday after the Lord's Nativity
(The flight into Egypt)

Epistle reading: Gal. 1, 11-19:

"But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to
man. For | neither received it from man, nor was | taught it, but it came through the revelation of
Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of
God beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And | advanced in Judaism beyond many of my
contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers.
But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His
grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, | did not immediately
confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but
I went to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. Then after three years | went up to Jerusalem to
see Peter, and remained with him fifteen days. But | saw none of the other apostles except James, the
Lord’s brother."

Gospel reading: Mat. 2, 13-23:

"Now when they had departed, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream,
saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother,
flee to Egypt, and stay there until | bring you word;
for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.”
When he arose, he took the young Child and His
mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was
there until the death of Herod, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”
Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the
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R~ wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth

and put to death all the male children who were in
Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had
determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying:
“A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children, Refusing to be comforted, Because they are no more.”

Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,
saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who
sought the young Child’s life are dead.” Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and
came into the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside
into the region of Galilee. And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”




First, let us focus on the first two sentences of the Epistle reading: *'But | make known to
you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For | neither
received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.""

St. Paul the Apostle makes clear to his readers from two thousand years ago, as well as
to all readers of every generation throughout the two millennia, the fact that the Gospel is God's
message communicated to the people under the divine inspiration. Being of divine origin, the
Word of God (Gospel) is infallible and permanent, meaning that it is applicable (valid) for every
generation until the second coming of Christ.

When | say that the message of the Gospel is valid for every generation. | don't mean
that it has to be presented (manipulated) in such a way as to accommodate the whim of every
generation but rather that each generation must conform itself to the Gospel.

The Gospel reading for this Sunday is about the Holy family's flee to Egypt in order to
avoid the destruction of the newly incarnate Son of God by Herod the king: “Arise, take the
young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until | bring you word; for Herod will seek
the young Child to destroy Him.”

I would like to draw a comparison between Herod's rage against the Son of God and
some of our contemporaries who share in the same kind of rage against Christianity and against
God and display their diabolic determination to destroy the divine inspired Word of God (the
Gospel) and any notion of God from schools, the minds and practices of the people. Sadly,
some of our contemporary Herods are the politicians who invoke a self-imposed political
correctness in order to achieve their goals. The result is a secularized society and a desacralized
individual, devoid of any sense of personal responsibility, discernment and moral values,
practically a robot who behaves under the influence of unprecedented violence spewed out by
the Hollywood movies and the videogames available to the youngest of our children. No
wonder then, that from time to time we hear about demonic outbursts from such individuals
who kill innocent people without any remorse and respect for life.

Following the example of the Holy Family, let us take refuge under the protection
of the One, Holy, Catholic (Universal) and Apostolic Church, where the whole family
(parents and children) can grow spiritually in the infinite love of God the Father who gave
His only-Begotten Son for the salvation of mankind!

Fr. George Bazgan

g We are live streaming the Liturgy %
% As we continue to operate under these restrictions, we are %
% live streaming the Divine Liturgy on You Tube. §

To access the Sunday Services, click here. %



https://bisericaedmonton.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7e52a4c3117777445ba63057a&id=d94026d0aa&e=20c6b011c4

Sunday Service Attendance

Due to the continuing State of Emergency, and the recent measures
iImposed by the provincial authorities, the maximum number_of people
attending Church services is 20.

/ We apologize for this inconvenience and hope that the restrictions will
/ continue to be relaxed in the near future.

Those who attend, are kindly asked to observe the recommendations

of the experts, such as: wearing a mask, washing hands, social distancing, etc.
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Thank you all and may God keep us safe!

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR MESSAGE

The Board of Directors and the Ladies’ Auxiliary of our
extend to all members and supporters of our Church
their best wishes for a MERRY CHRISTMAS
and a healthy, peaceful and
HAPPY NEW YEAR!




MEMBERSHIP / PLEDGE

The Board of Directors extends a warm appeal to all supporters of
our parish, asking them to pay their membership as soon as possible.

This way we can ensure that we have the necessary funds to fulfill our
financial obligations for the rest of the year.

We also encourage you to renew your financial pledge and
be as generous as you can.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

Prayer at the time of pandemic

O Lord, our God, who are rich in mercy and, with Your wise care,
guard our lives, listen to our prayer, receive our repentance for our sins, stop
this pandemic, as You have ceased the punishment of the people in the days
of King David. You who are the Physician of our souls and our bodies, give
healing to those contaminated with this disease, hastily raising them from
their bed of suffering, to glorify You, the Most Merciful Savior, and protect
those who are healthy from any disease.

Bless, strengthen and shield, O Lord, with Your grace, all those who,
with love of people and sacrifice, care for the sick at their homes or in
hospitals. Remove all disease and suffering from the people and teache us to
value life and health as gifts coming from You.

Grantus, O God, Your peace, and fill our hearts with unwavering faith
In Your protection, with hope in Your help, and with love towards You and
our neighbor.

For Yours is to show mercy and to save us, O our God, and to You we
give glorify: Father and Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen!




PASTORAL LETTER
AT THE FEAST OF THE LORD’S NATIVITY, 2020

+ IOAN CASIAN
by the mercies of God,

Bishop of the Romanian Orthodox Diocese of Canada
To our beloved clergy and Orthodox Christians,
peace and joy from Christ the Lord,
and from us, hierarchical Blessings.

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only
Begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”
(John 1, 14)

Most Reverend Fathers,
Beloved Faithful,

The Feast of the Lord’s Nativity brings joy and blessing through the opportunity it offers
us to live the mystery of encountering God the Word as a newborn child in the manger of
Bethlehem. Every time the faithful await this feast because it strengthens and sustains them in
the faith they profess. The preparatory prophetic readings, the liturgical rhythm and the ascetic
and spiritual dynamics of the Advent create a special atmosphere for the Christian believer.

Why d God decide the incarnation of His Son and not another way of salvation?

“So, why are you looking for the reason for the coming of Christ, go back to the first
book of the Scriptures - urges St. Cyril of Jerusalem. (...) All creatures are good, but none of
them is the image of God, except man. The sun was created only by a command; but man was
formed with the hands of God. ‘Let us make man in our image and likeness’ (Genesis 1:26).
But this miracle of the creatures that was delighting in paradise was driven out by the devil ’s
envy.! The enemy rejoiced when the one who was envied fell. Would you have wanted the enemy
to rejoice unceasingly?”’? St. Cyril shows us that although created good, in the image and
likeness of God, as the crown of His creation, man lost paradise due to the wickedness and
deception of the devil. Man was tempted and deceived even though he had received the
command from God not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

What are the consequences of the fall?

“The wound of mankind was very deep - says St. Cyril. There was no healthy part in it
from head to toe.® No patches, no oil, no bounds could be put on. For this reason, the prophets
wept and suffered, saying, ‘Who will give salvation from Zion?’* And again, ‘Let your hand be
upon the man of your righteous arm and upon the son of man whom you have strengthened,
and we will not abandon You.® And another one of the prophets prayed, saying, ‘Bow down
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Your heavens, O Lord and come down;’® The wounds of mankind are too many and too deep
for our cures. They have killed your prophets’ and broken your altars. It is impossible for us to
right the wromg, we need You to straighten it. The Lord listened to the prayers of the prophets.
The Father did not overlook our perishing nation. He sent His Son, the Lord, from heaven. "8
Man’s fall from the paradisiac state deeply marked his nature. It produced such a deep wound
that man could not heal himself. The Jewish people, by their prophets in the Old Testament,
saw no other possibility than God’s help as a way of salvation from the evil. Their prayers
express man’s helplessness and limitation in this regard and the need for divine intervention.
And the One whom God the Father sends is His very Son through whom He made all things.
Christ comes to heal the deepest wound which is death. The corruption pervading man,
precluded him from achieving his vocation to grow in the likeness of God and to become son
of God: “He became man that we might become gods,® - says St. Athanasius the Great.”° God
wanted to bring man back to the fullness of the first union with Him in life and knowledge.

How could Christ accomplish this healing?

“Let us strive to comprehend the mystery — says St. Basil the Great. The reason God is

in the flesh is to kill death that lurks there. As diseases are cured by medicines assimilated by
the body, and as darkness in a house is dispelled by the coming of light, so death, which held
sway over human nature, is done away with by the coming of God. (...) but when the grace of
God our Savior appeared and the Sun of righteousness rose, death was swallowed up in victory,
unable to bear the presence of true life. How great is God’s goodness, how deep his love for
us!”* The main obstacle to man’s healing from death is destroyed by the Incarnation of the
Son of God. The possibility for man to achieve the likeness with God in his own person is now
reopened. God descends through His Son to the suffering creature to heal it not temporarily but
once and for all. Christ, through His restored human nature, becomes the leaven and the
medicine that heals and restores the health and purity of the nature of all people. He heals human
nature from disease and death through the flesh taken through the Incarnation from the Virgin
Mary. God’s grace overcomes death, His light overcomes darkness, and man’s health is restored
in Christ through victory over sin and death. All of this was done by God out of His great
goodness and love.
“The Lord has taken from us what is ours to save mankind. He took what is ours, to give more
grace to the weakened part, that the sinful mankind may become partaker of God. For where
sin abounded, grace abounded much more!? - says St. Cyril. ”** The Incarnation of the Lord
restored, strengthened and healed man’s nature from within. God wants it to be partaker of
divine grace again. The instrument of sin, that is, human nature, restored in the person of Christ
the Savior through death and resurrection, becomes the medicine for eternal life.
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God causes the strengthening of our nature in two ways through the Incarnation: (1) at
the level of faith and knowledge - by the contemplation of the miracles and the glory of Christ
as the Son of God: “How did we behold his glory? — Ammonius of Alexandria asks. We beheld
it through the star of the magi, the angels, the shepherds, Anna, Simeon, Gabriel, the
miraculous birth of the Virgin, the voice of the Father who acknowledges Him, the Spirit
descending upon Him and many other divine signs and healings. ”** The miracles performed by
the Savior Jesus Christ were moments when people’s faith and hope were strengthened; (2) at
the level of the new, deified life - through the nourishment of eternity, that is, the Holy
Communion, present in the Divine Liturgy: “What you can see here, dearly beloved, at the
Lord’s Table, is bread and wine, but this bread and wine, when the word is applied to it, become
the Body and Blood of the Word — St. Augustine says. ’** The Body and Blood of the risen and
transfigured humanity of Christ have become by Communion the leaven of the renewal of
human life.

Through Incarnation, the Son and Word of God descends into our human existence. He
becomes circumscribed and accessible as a human person but at the same time reveals Himself
as a divine Person.!® Thus, the relationships experienced by people with Christ as a fellow man
are felt as relationships with God t0o.’ In this way man experiences his relationship with his
neighbor as a relationship of fullness, grace and truth with God who constitutes the life of the
Church,

“Let us all, young and virgins, old and the younger ones, run, with God s %elp on the
path of purity. (...) Let us not cast aside the glory of purity. The crown is angelic, and the deed
is superhuman, urges St. Cyril. "8 Let us descend into the cave of Bethlehem with St. Joseph
and the Virgin Mary, with the silent creatures, to be closer to the manger where the Infant Jesus
was born.

Beloved Christians,

The year 2020 was designated as the Homage Year of the Pastoral Care of Parents and
Children and the Commemorative Year of the Romanian Orthodox philanthropists.

We have all tried through the various activities at the diocesan or parish level to deepen
and promote the teaching of the faith and the Christian vision of human life and ethos with the
conviction that they heal. The Christian vision of what it means to be a father is well emphasized
in the words of St. Paul: “For though you might have tens thousand instructors in Christ, yet
you do not have many fathers; For in Christ Jesus | have begotten you through the Gospel.
Therefore | urge you, imitate me ” (1 Corinthians 4:15-16). Teaching is easier than giving birth
because the true father in the Christian understanding gives life to the newborn according to
God’s commandment in Christ. He gives birth not only bodily but also in faith, spiritually. As
the Son of God is born eternally from the Father, so also the son of a father is born from his
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father and grows in the same spirit and ethos with him. The eternal loving relationship of the
Father for the Son is the model for the human father-son relationship. But both - father and son
- are sons of God by grace. God’s spiritual fatherhood embraces the father and the son together.
They are both sons of God who bear His image and strive to achieve His likeness.

Philanthropy is the embodiment of God’s command: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself” (Mark 12:31). Human philanthropy is the concrete expression of divine philanthropy.
It is the manifestation of the deepest virtue to which man is called - love. Living it in our world
means anticipating the mystery of God’s kingdom.

Due to the pandemic, 2020 was a time of suffering, fear, doubt and loneliness. Because
of the health restrictions imposed, philanthropy and love could no longer be expressed as
naturally as in less turbulent times. The clergy and the faithful prayed for those in need, cared
for and listened to them, giving their time and showing generosity. However, this situation, due
to the time spent at home, made us rediscover the importance of family, the support, the
closeness and the intimacy it can offer us in more difficult personal moments.

One of the philanthropic gestures we can make during this period is prayer for those
who lost their lives during the pandemic, especially the older and more vulnerable. Let us light
a candle for them and let our prayer accompany and help them.

On this great feast of the Nativity of the Lord Jesus Christ, let us descend into the manger
of the Bethlehem of our person and discover like the Magi the Holy Infant as Son and Word of
God! 1 urge you to acquire by grace and effort a pure soul like the saints in order to give birth
to Christ to the world by word and deed and to transform the apparent defeats into steadfast,
meaningful and faith-strengthening victories.

| thank tou all - clergy and faithful - for your prayers, love, support and sense of
responsibility in these trying times!

On the occasion of the feasts of the Nativity, the New Year and the Epiphany, | pray
that every good and perfect gift descend into the souls of all of you, bringing peace, joy and
health through the Holy Spirit!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Your brother in humble prayer to Christ the Lord,
the One born in the cave of Bethlehem,

+ IOAN CASIAN

Saint-Hubert/Montreal 2020



