February 7, 2021: The 16th Sunday after Pentecost
(The parable of the talents)
Epistle reading: II Cor. 6:1-10:
"We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in
vain. For He says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have
helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We give no
offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed. But in all things we commend ourselves
as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, in stripes, in
imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings; by purity, by knowledge, by
longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, by the word of truth, by the power
of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, by honor and dishonor,
by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, and yet well known; as
dying, and behold we live; as chastened, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things."

Gospel reading: Matt. 25:14-30:
“For the kingdom of heaven is
like a man traveling to a far
country, who called his own
servants and delivered his goods
to them. And to one he gave five
talents, to another two, and to
another one, to each according
to his own ability; and
immediately he went on a
journey. Then he who had
received the five talents went
and traded with them, and made
another five talents. And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. But he
who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. After a long
time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. “So he who had
received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to
me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ His lord said to him,
‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you
ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ He also who had received two
talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more
talents besides them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you
have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into
the joy of your lord.’ “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you

have not scattered seed. And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground.
Look, there you have what is yours.’ “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked
and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have
not scattered seed. So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my
coming I would have received back my own with interest. Therefore take the talent from
him, and give it to him who has ten talents. ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given,
and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be
taken away. And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
It is clear, from the Gospel reading of this Sunday, that every person born on this
earth is endowed by their Creator with certain gifts, talents, possibilities, ”to each according
to his own ability.” It is also clear that, at the time of judgement, the reward is bestowed not
according to the number of talents (gifts) but according to the effort made by the recipient
to identify and multiply those talents (gifts). So, the effort begins with the identification of
the talent(s) received and the constant gratitude and thanksgiving shown to God, ”the Giver
of all good things.” We know from other parables that the God-given gifts are not for our
exclusive benefit, which would be a selfish way of seeing things. We are responsible to share
these gifts with our fellow human beings, making sure that they, too, understand their true
source (God) and, as a result, join the chorus of all those who give Him praise and
thanksgiving. Seeing things from this perspective, we can say that these talents or gifts are
not given but entrusted to us, which means that God wants us to be His co-workers in His
vineyard, the world.
The fact that “after a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with
them” is an indication of God’s patience with us to do the right thing. It is also a warning of
the accountability that each of us will have to give.
While laziness and indifference to the talents entrusted to us will be severely
punished „cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth,’ hard work and the sense of personal responsibility will be rewarded with
the divine invitation to inherit the kingdom of God: „Enter into the joy of your Lord.”
May we be also made worthy of hearing His invitation!

Fr. George Bazgan

We are live streaming the Liturgy
As we continue to operate under these restrictions, we are
live streaming the Divine Liturgy on You Tube.
To access the Sunday Services, click here.

Sunday Service Attendance
Due to the continuing State of Emergency, and the recent measures
imposed by the provincial authorities, the maximum number of people
attending Church services is 20.
In order to give more people a chance to attend, we ask those who
attended last Sunday, to skip this upcoming Sunday, establishing some sort
of a rotation system. Also, only one person from the same family, please!
We apologize for this inconvenience and hope that the restrictions
will continue to be relaxed in the near future.
Those who attend, are kindly asked to observe the recommendations
of the experts, such as: wearing a mask, washing hands, social distancing,
etc.

Thank you all and may God keep us safe!

ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

THE CHURCH IS BORN FROM THE SIDE OF CHRIST
Do you wish to learn from another source as well the strength of His blood?
Look from where it first flowed and where it had its source! It flowed down from the
cross, from the Master’s side. St. John says that, when Christ was dead but still on the
cross, the soldier came and pierced His side with a lance, and straightaway there came
out water and blood. The one was a symbol of baptism, the other of the mysteries.
Therefore, he did not say: “There came out blood and water, but first water came forth
and the blood, since first comes baptism and then the mysteries. It was the soldier, then,
who opened Christ’s side and dug through the rampart of the holy temple, but I am
the one who has found the treasure and gotten the wealth…
Blood and water flowed from His side… Beloved, do not pass over this mystery
without thought; it has yet another hidden meaning, which I will explain to you. I said
that water and blood symbolized Baptism and the Holy Eucharist. From these two
sacraments the Church is born: from baptism, - the cleansing water that gives rebirth
and renewal through the Holy Spirit, - and from the Holy Eucharist. Since the symbols
of Baptism and the Eucharist flowed from His side, it was from His side that Christ
fashioned the Church, as He fashioned Eve from the side of Adam… Do not
understand, then, how Christ has united His bride to Himself and what food He gives
us all to eat? By one and the same food we are both brought into being and nourished.

Prayer at the time of pandemic
O Lord, our God, who are rich in mercy and, with Your wise care,
guard our lives, listen to our prayer, receive our repentance for our sins,
stop this pandemic, as You have ceased the punishment of the people in
the days of King David. You who are the Physician of our souls and our
bodies, give healing to those contaminated with this disease, hastily raising
them from their bed of suffering, to glorify You, the Most Merciful Savior,
and protect those who are healthy from any disease.
Bless, strengthen and shield, O Lord, with Your grace, all those who,
with love of people and sacrifice, care for the sick at their homes or in
hospitals. Remove all disease and suffering from the people and teache us
to value life and health as gifts coming from You.
Grant us, O God, Your peace, and fill our hearts with unwavering
faith in Your protection, with hope in Your help, and with love towards
You and our neighbor.
For Yours is to show mercy and to save us, O our God, and to You
we give glorify: Father and Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen!

