May 30, 2021: The 5th Sunday after Easter
(Of the Samaritan Woman)
Epistle: Acts 11:19-30:
Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as
Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but the Jews only. But some of them were men
from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord
Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord. Then
news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as
Antioch. When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged them all that with purpose
of heart they should continue with the Lord. For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And
a great many people were added to the Lord. Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek Saul. And when he
had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and
taught a great many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. And in these days prophets
came from Jerusalem to Antioch. Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that
there was going to be a great famine throughout all the world, which also happened in the days of Claudius
Caesar. Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in
Judea. This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

Gospel: John 4: 5-42:
So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar,
near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now
Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His
journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. A
woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give
Me a drink.” For His disciples had gone away into the city to
buy food. Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it
that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan
woman?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus
answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who
it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked
Him, and He would have given you living water.” The woman
said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well
is deep. Where then do You get that living water? Are You
greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank
from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?” Jesus
answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will
thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give
him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will
become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting
life.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I
may not thirst, nor come here to draw.” Jesus said to her, “Go,
call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her,
“You have well said, ‘I have no husband,’ for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is
not your husband; in that you spoke truly.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.
Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to
worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain,
nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for

salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father
in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him
must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called
Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.” And at
this point His disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, “What do You
seek?” or, “Why are You talking with her?” The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and
said to the men, “Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” Then they
went out of the city and came to Him. In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But He
said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.” Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has
anyone brought Him anything to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and
to finish His work. Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to
you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest! And he who reaps receives
wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. For in
this the saying is true: ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored;
others have labored, and you have entered into their labors.” And many of the Samaritans of that city believed
in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, “He told me all that I ever did.” So when the Samaritans
had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. And many more believed
because of His own word. Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we
ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.”

For two thousand years, the Church, the well of the New Testament, has been springing forth the
living water, the word of God and the grace of the Holy Spirit, meant to quench the thirst of the souls of
those who desire to be in communion with God through the Church established by the incarnate Christ.
The dialogue between Christ and the Samaritan woman at Jacob's well is an indication of how
God reveals Himself to people. The Son of God initiates the dialogue with the Samaritan woman with a
simple request “Give Me a drink.”
Once she is engaged in dialogue, slowly, slowly He reveals Himself to her; first, as the one who
possesses the living water; then as the one who knows her secrets: “You have well said, ‘I have no
husband,’ for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in
that you spoke truly;” Having captured her total attention, He reveals to her His true identity: The
woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, He
will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.”
When God reveals Himself to us, a restructuring of priorities takes place in our lives. The woman
abandons her daily routine and becomes an apostle: The woman then left her waterpot, went her way
into the city, and said to the men, “Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this
be the Christ?”
May the risen Lord continue to give us the living water!

Fr. George Bazgan

We are live streaming the Liturgy
As we continue to operate under these restrictions, we are live
streaming the Divine Liturgy on You Tube.
To access the Sunday Services, click here.

Sunday Service Attendance
Due to the continuing State of Emergency, and the recent measures imposed
by the provincial authorities, the maximum number of people attending Church
services is 15.
In order to give more people a chance to attend, we ask those who attended
last Sunday, to skip this upcoming Sunday, establishing some sort of a rotation
system. Also, only one person from the same family, please!
We apologize for this inconvenience and hope that the restrictions will
continue to be relaxed in the near future.
Those who attend, are kindly asked to observe the recommendations of the
experts, such as: wearing a mask, washing hands, social distancing, etc.

Thank you all and may God keep us safe!

Blessing of the Graves
The blessing of graves will take place on Saturday,
June 5 (the last Saturday before the Lord's Ascension),
at 11:00 AM at St. Michael's Cemetery.
Those who have loved ones buried in other cemeteries,
please contact Fr. George (473 - 0029)
for scheduling.

MEMBERSHIP
The Board of Directors extends a warm appeal to all supporters of our
parish, asking them to pay their membership as soon as possible.
This way we can ensure that we have the necessary funds to fulfill our
financial obligations during the Summer months and for the rest of the year as
well.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

Prayer at the time of pandemic
O Lord, our God, who are rich in mercy and, with Your wise care, guard our lives, listen
to our prayer, receive our repentance for our sins, stop this pandemic, as You have ceased the
punishment of the people in the days of King David. You who are the Physician of our souls and
our bodies, give healing to those contaminated with this disease, hastily raising them from their
bed of suffering, to glorify You, the Most Merciful Savior, and protect those who are healthy from
any disease.
Bless, strengthen and shield, O Lord, with Your grace, all those who, with love of people
and sacrifice, care for the sick at their homes or in hospitals. Remove all disease and suffering
from the people and teache us to value life and health as gifts coming from You.
Grant us, O God, Your peace, and fill our hearts with unwavering faith in Your protection,
with hope in Your help, and with love towards You and our neighbor.
For Yours is to show mercy and to save us, O our God, and to You we give glorify: Father
and Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen!

