May 9, 2021: Second Sunday after Easter
(Of St. Thomas)
Epistle: The Acts 5:12-20:
And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they
were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people esteemed
them highly. And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, so that
they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter
passing by might fall on some of them. Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem,
bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed. Then the high
priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with
indignation, and laid their hands on the apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of
the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, “Go, stand in the temple and speak to the
people all the words of this life.”

Gospel: John 20:19-31:
Then, the same day at evening,
being the first day of the week, when the
doors were shut where the disciples were
assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood in the midst, and said to
them, “Peace be with you.” When He
had said this, He showed them His
hands and His side. Then the disciples
were glad when they saw the Lord. So
Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you!
As the Father has sent Me, I also send
you.” And when He had said this, He
breathed on them, and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them;
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was
not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.”
So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print
of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” And after eight days His disciples were
again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and
said, “Peace to you!” Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and
reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” And Thomas
answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have
seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” And truly
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you
may have life in His name.

Following His third-day Resurrection, Christ appeared first to the myrrh-bearing women with the
greeting "Hail," and then to His disciples with the greeting "Peace be to you."
Having seen the tragic ending of their Master's life, the Apostles were afraid for their own lives.
They needed to have their inner peace restored because their mandate (which they would receive 40 days
later) to evangelize the world was a difficult one. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit (who would
descend upon them 50 days later), they were supposed to continue the work begun by their Master.
Having established the Church (spiritually, theologically and dogmatically speaking) on the
Cross, which the Lord turned into a sacrificial Altar, now He prepares/equips His disciple to continue the
work of teaching, sanctifying and leading the new chosen people (Christians) to salvation.
While He was with them, Christ used to forgive the sins of the people ("your sins are forgiven, go in
peace"). Now, the disciples receive this great gift: If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” These words constitute the moment when the risen Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ instituted the Sacrament of Confession, giving His disciples (and their properly
ordained successors) the same authority/power to forgive sins and, therefore, to restore the spiritual and
physical wellbeing of the people. This mandate has been carried out by the clergy (bishops and priests)
for over two thousand years and will continue until Christ shall come again.
May the risen Lord give us also His peace and forgiveness of our sins!

Fr. George Bazgan

We are live streaming the Liturgy
As we continue to operate under these restrictions, we are live
streaming the Divine Liturgy on You Tube.
To access the Sunday Services, click here.

Sunday Service Attendance
Due to the continuing State of Emergency, and the recent measures imposed
by the provincial authorities, the maximum number of people attending Church
services is 20.
In order to give more people a chance to attend, we ask those who attended
last Sunday, to skip this upcoming Sunday, establishing some sort of a rotation
system. Also, only one person from the same family, please!
We apologize for this inconvenience and hope that the restrictions will
continue to be relaxed in the near future.
Those who attend, are kindly asked to observe the recommendations of the
experts, such as: wearing a mask, washing hands, social distancing, etc.

Thank you all and may God keep us safe!

MOTHER'S DAY
On behalf of the Board of Directors, we would like to extend,
to all mothers of our parish, best wishes for many years
filled with good health, peace and joy!
HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY!

Prayer at the time of pandemic
O Lord, our God, who are rich in mercy and, with Your wise care, guard our lives, listen to
our prayer, receive our repentance for our sins, stop this pandemic, as You have ceased the
punishment of the people in the days of King David. You who are the Physician of our souls and
our bodies, give healing to those contaminated with this disease, hastily raising them from their
bed of suffering, to glorify You, the Most Merciful Savior, and protect those who are healthy from
any disease.
Bless, strengthen and shield, O Lord, with Your grace, all those who, with love of people
and sacrifice, care for the sick at their homes or in hospitals. Remove all disease and suffering from
the people and teache us to value life and health as gifts coming from You.
Grant us, O God, Your peace, and fill our hearts with unwavering faith in Your protection,
with hope in Your help, and with love towards You and our neighbor.
For Yours is to show mercy and to save us, O our God, and to You we give glorify: Father
and Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen!

MEMBERSHIP
The Board of Directors extends a warm appeal to all supporters of our
parish, asking them to pay their membership as soon as possible.
This way we can ensure that we have the necessary funds to fulfill our
financial obligations during the Summer months and for the rest of the year as
well.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

