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DEFINITIONS

ARCHDIOCESAN CENTER. The administrative center of
the Archdiocese including the Archiepiscopal Residence,
the Cathedral, and such other offices and building as might
be necessary for the good administration of the Archdio-
cese. This also includes such personnel as may be
employed for this purpose. The Archdiocesan Center
remains under the direct control and responsibility of the
Archbishop and the Congress and Archdiocesan Council.

ARCHDIOCESAN CouUNCIL. The executive body of the
Archdiocese, under the presidency of the Archbishop.

ARCHDIOCESE. The Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in
the Americas, the canonically chartered ecclesiastical
authority for Romanian Orthodox Christians in North and
South America. Since first chartered in 1929, the Archdio-
cese has also been known as: The Romanian Orthodox
Missionary Episcopate; The Romanian Orthodox Mission-
ary Episcopate in America; The Romanian Orthodox Mis-
sionary Episcopate in America and Canada; The Roman-
ian Orthodox Missionary Archdiocese in America, The
Romanian Orthodox Missionary Archdiocese in America
and Canada, The Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in
America and Canada.

CHURCH. The whole of the Orthodox Christian Church,
also known as the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic
Church that follows the Tradition and Canons of the Holy
Apostles, the Seven Ancient Ecumenical Councils as well
as the various local councils. Another name is the Eastern
Orthodox Church.

CHURCH BUILDING. The sacred space consecrated specif-
ically for the worship according to the practice and rites of
the Orthodox Church.

CANONS, ALSO HoLy CANONS, ALSO CANON LAaw. The
collected decisions of the Ecumenical and Local Councils,
as well as certain prescriptions of the Holy Fathers, con-
cerning Church life, administration and discipline. Col-
lectively these are found in the Rudder (Pedalion).

CLERGY. Duly and canonically ordained and authorized
persons holding the rank of bishop, priest or deacon.

CLERGY, LOWER. Persons holding the office of reader or
subdeacon.

CONGRESS. The assembly of the duly authorized delegates
of the parishes of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese. It
is, consistent with Canon Law and these Statutes, the high-
est legislative authority of the Archdiocese.

DEANERY. A system of organizing parishes within an
Eparchy.

EMPLOYEE. Persons engaged for a salary by any institu-
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CENTRUL EPARHIAL. Centrul administrativ al Arhiepis-
copiei, inclusiv Resedinta Eparhiald, Catedrala si alte edi-
ficii §i birouri care pot fi necesare pentru buna adminis-
trare a Arhiepiscopiei. Aici se include, de asemenea, per-
sonalul angajat pentru acest scop. Centrul Eparhial este si
ramane sub directa supraveghere si responsabilitate a
Arhiepiscopului, Congresului si Consiliului Eparhial.

ConsIiLIuL EPARHIAL. Organul executiv al Arhiepis-
copiei, sub presedintia Arhiepiscopului.

ARHIEPISCOPIE. Arhiepiscopia Ortodoxd Romani din
cele doud Americi, autoritatea bisericeascd inregistrata
canonic pentru Crestinii Ortodocsi Roméni din America
de Nord si de Sud. De cand a fost inregistrata in 1929,
Arhiepiscopia a avut numiri diferite: Episcopia Misionara
Ortodoxa Roméana, Episcopia Misionara Ortodoxd
Roménd din America, Episcopia Misionara Ortodoxa
Romana din America si Canada, Arhiepiscopia Misionara
Ortodoxd Roméana din America, Arhiepiscopia Misionara
Ortodoxd Roména din America si Canada, Arhiepiscopia
Ortodoxd Romand din America si Canada.

BISERICA. Biserica Ortodoxa Crestina in intregimea ei,
cunoscutd de asemenea ca Una, Sfantd, Soborniceasca si
Apostoleasca Biserica, urmand Traditia si Canoanele
Stintilor Apostoli, ale celor sapte Sinoade Ecumenice, pre-
cum si a diferitelor sinoade locale. Un alt nume este Bise-
rica Ortodoxa Résdriteand.

CLADIRE BISERICEASCA. Spatiul sacru consacrat in mod
specific cultului dupé randuiala si ritul Bisericii Ortodoxe.

CANOANE, SFINTE CANOANE, DREPT CANONIC.
Hotérarile Sinoadelor Ecumenice si Locale, precum si anu-
mite dispozitii ale Sfintilor Parinti privind viata, adminis-
tratia si disciplina bisericeasca. Acestea sunt adunate si se
gasesc in Pidalion.

CLER. Persoane autorizate si hirotonite canonic pentru
rangul de episcop, preot sau diacon.

CLERUL INEERIOR. Persoane hirotesite intru citet sau ipo-
diacon.

CONGRES. Adunarea delegatilor autorizati in mod oficial
ai parohiilor din Arhiepiscopia Ortodoxd Roména. Este,
in conformitate cu Dreptul Canonic si cu acest Statut, cea
mai inaltd autoritate a Arhiepiscopiei.

PROTOPOPIAT. Sistem de organizare al parohiilor in
cuprinsul unei eparhii.

ANGAJAT. Persoane angajate cu salariu, de oricare insti-

Page1



tion of the Archdiocese and designated as such by the
appropriate authorizing authority.

EPARCHIAL COUNCIL. See: Archdiocesan Council.

EPARCHY. An administrative unit of the Orthodox
Church encompassing a diocese, archdiocese, or
Metropolia. For purposes of these Statutes this term is syn-
onymous with the Archdiocese.

GRAMMATA ALSO PATRIARCHAL GRAMMATA. An offi-
cial decree of a Patriarch, Metropolitan or Bishop for pur-
poses of investiture of an ecclesiastical office.

HIERARCH. A generic term for a person who holds the
rank of bishop, be he bishop, archbishop, metropolitan, or
patriarch.

MEMBER. SEE PARISHIONER. Also, membership in the
Archdiocese is through membership in an Archdiocesan
parish.

NORTH AMERICAN CHURCH CONGRESS. The early
assemblies of delegates from the Romanian Orthodox
Parishes in North America held from 1929 through 1935 as
they sought to organize the Romanian Orthodox Church
in North America according to Canonical norms.

OrTHODOX CHURCH(ES). The Orthodox Christian
Church of the East comprised of the several autocephalous
Churches, including the ancient Sees of Constantinople,
Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusalem and those Churches in
communion with these.

PaRisH. Is the duly chartered local eucharistic communi-
ty of the Archdiocese and headed by a canonically
ordained priest under the authority of the Hierarch.

ParisH CLERGY. All higher and lower clergy assigned by
the Archbishop to a parish.

ParisH CouNciL. The duly elected administrative body
of the parish, elected by the parish general assembly and
responsible for assisting the parish priest in administering
the parish.

ParisH PRIEST. The chief clergyman of the parish,
appointed by the Archbishop and, in addition to his sacra-
mental duties, responsible for administering the parish in
cooperation with the parish council.

PARrIsH PROPERTY. All real and personal property held in
the name of the parish.

PARISH GENERAL ASSEMBLY. The general meeting of the
parishioners in good standing of a parish.

PARISHIONER. A baptized and/or christmated Orthodox
Christian belonging to a member parish of the Archdio-
cese and who has met his or her Stewardship obligations.
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tutie a Arhiepiscopiei si desemnate ca atare de catre autori-
tatea competenta.

CoNsILIUL EPARHIAL. Vezi mai sus.

EPARHIE. Unitate administrativa a Bisericii Ortodoxe, fie
dioceza, episcopie, arhidiocezd sau arhiepiscopie, sau
mitropolie. In contextul acestui Statut acest termen este
sinonim cu arhiepiscopia.

GRAMATA. Decret oficial emis de Patriarh, Mitropolit sau
episcop pentru investirea intr-un oficiu bisericesc.

IERARH. Termenul generic pentru o persoand care detine
rangul de episcop, arhiepiscop, mitropolit sau patriarh.

MEMBRU. VEZI ENORIAS. De asemenea, drept de mem-
bru in Arhiepiscopie se obtine prin achitarea membriei
intr-o parohie.

CONGRESUL BISERICESC DIN AMERICA DE NORD.
Adundrile initiale ale delegatilor din parohiile Ortodoxe
Roméne din America de Nord, tinute intre 1929 si 1935,
care au cdutat organizarea Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméne din
America de Nord dupa norme canonice.

BiserICA (BISERICI) ORTODOXA(E) Biserica Ortodoxa
Crestind a Résaritului compusa din mai multe Biserici
Autocefale, incluzand vechile scaune ale Constantinopolu-
lui, Alexandriei, Antiohiei si lerusalimului, precum si
Bisericile care sunt in comuniune cu acestea.

PAROHIE. Comunitatea euharistica locald legal inregis-
tratd a Arhiepiscopiei, care este condusd de un preot hiro-
tonit canonic sub autoritatea Chiriarhului.

CLER PAROHIAL. Clerul superior si inferior desemnat de
catre Chiriarh intr-o parohie.

CoONSILIUL PAROHIAL. Organul administrativ al unei
parohii, ales in mod legal de catre Adunarea generald a
parohiei, cu responsabilitatea de a ajuta pe preot in
administrarea parohiei.

PREOT PAROH. Clericul principal al unei parohii, numit
de catre Arhiepiscop care are, pe langd indatoririle sacra-
mentale, responsabilitatea administrdrii parohiei in
cooperare cu Consiliul Parohial.

PROPRIETATE PAROHIALA. Toatd averea care apartine
parohiei.

ADUNAREA GENERALA PAROHIALA. Intrunirea
generald a tuturor parohienilor in bund randuiald dintr-o
parohie.

ENoORIAS. Crestin Ortodox botezat si miruit, apartinand
unei parohii a Arhiepiscopiei si care si-a indeplinit
obligatiile financiare.
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PATRIARCH. Specifically the Patriarch of the Romanian
Orthodox Church who is the first bishop of the Romanian
Orthodox Church, President of the Holy Synod, and by
virtue of his office is responsible for overseeing and coor-
dinating the activities of the whole Church, as well as
maintaining Canonical order and discipline.

PATRIARCHATE. The system for canonically organizing
an autocephalous Church. Also, the administrative offices
of the Patriarch and the Holy Synod.

RoMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH. The Autocephalous
Orthodox Christian Church of Romania, a Sister Church
in communion with the other ancient autocephalous
Churches of the East.

SEE. The jurisdictional territory of a bishop.

STATUTES. The legal organizational documents of the
Archdiocese including the Constitutional Charter grant-
ed it by the Romanian Orthodox Church as well as the
rules of organization and procedure for the all of the Arch-
diocesan bodies, including but not limited to the Congress,
Archdiocesan Council, deaneries, auxiliary organizations,
parishes, and judicial bodies.

STATUTES OF 1932 AND 1935. The original organizational
documents of the Archdiocese - then known as the
Romanian Orthodox Missionary Episcopate in America.
The most enduring of these were the Statutes of 1935 adopt-
ed under the presidency of Bishop Policarp. These gov-
erned the Archdiocese, with modifications and amend-
ments, until this present revision.

STEWARDSHIP. The material and spiritual response of an
Orthodox Christian toward the support of the work of the
Church.

SyNobp, Hovy. The highest authority of the Romanian
Orthodox Church under the presidency of the Patriarch.

SYNoOD, PERMANENT. The assembly of the chief Metro-
politan bishops of the Romanian Orthodox Church. This
assembly functions as an executive committee of the Holy
Synod.

VicaARr. The administrative assistant to the Archbishop,
with responsibilities as might be assigned by him. This per-
son may be a hierarch or priest.

Statutes of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas

PATRIARH. In mod specific, Patriarhul Bisericii Ortodoxe
Romane, care este intaiul ierarh al Bisericii Ortodoxe
Roméne, Presedintele Sfantului Sinod si, in virtutea
oficiului sdu, are responsabilitatea de a supraveghea si
coordona activititile intregii Biserici precum si mentinerea

ordinei si disciplinei canonice.

PATRIARHIE. Sistem de organizare canonicd a unei Bise-
rici Ortodoxe Autocefale. De asemenea, Centrul adminis-
trativ al Patriarhului si al Sfantului Sinod.

BisericA ORTODOXA ROMANA. Biserica Ortodoxa
Crestind Autocefald a Romaniei, aflatd in comuniune cu

celelalte Biserici Ortodoxe Autocefale surori din Rasarit.

ScaunN EpiscoPesc. Locul oficial, centrul autoritatii,

jurisdictia sau oficiul unui episcop.

StaTUT. Documentul legal de functionare a Arhiepis-
copiei inclusiv Documentul de functtionare acordat de
catre Biserica Ortodoxd Roména ca si regulile de organi-
zare si proceduri pentru toate unititile Arhiepiscopiei. In
acestea se includ, dar nu se limiteazi la: Congres, Consil-
iu Eparhial, Protopopiate, organizatii auxiliare, parohii si

organe juridice.

STATUTELE DIN 1932 SI 1935. Documentele originare
organizatorice ale Arhiepiscopiei, cunoscutd atunci ca
Episcopia Misionara Ortodoxd Roména din America. Cel
mai durabil a fost Statutul din 1935, adoptat sub presed-
intia Episcopului Policarp. Acesta a fost documentul care
a guvernat Arhiepiscopia, cu unele modificari si amenda-
mente, pand la prezenta revizuire.

CONTRIBUTIE. Ajutorul material si spiritual al unui

Crestin Ortodox la sprijinirea lucrarii Bisericii.

SFANTUL SINOD. Cea mai inaltd autoritate a Bisericii
Ortodoxe Roméne sub presedintia Patriarhului.

SiNoD PERMANENT. Intrunirea Mitropolitilor Bisericii
Ortodoxe Romane sub presedintia Patriarhului. Acest
Sinod functioneaza ca un comitet executiv al Sfantului
Sinod.

VICAR. Asistentul administrativ al Arhiepiscopului care-
i stabileste responsabilitatile. Acesta poate fi ierarh sau
preot.
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PREAMBLE

The canonical origins of the Romanian Orthodox Church
in the Americas came about at a Church Congress com-
posed of clergy and lay representatives of already existing
Romanian Orthodox parishes in the United States and
Canada, held in Detroit, Michigan on 25 April 1929 (the
“1929 Congress”). At that 1929 Congress it was decided to
form a Missionary Episcopate under the canonical juris-
diction of the Romanian Orthodox Church. The Congress
communicated its decision in a petition addressed to the
Patriarchate and signed by all of the representatives of the
Parishes. The National Church Congress of the Romanian
Orthodox Patriarchate approved the petition of the 1929
Congress in its session of November 1929. As a result of
these decisions, His Beatitude Patriarch Miron granted
canonical authority to this newly formed Romanian
Orthodox Missionary Episcopate by Patriarchal Decree
No. 10219 dated 1 November 1930 (the “1930 Decree”). He
invested the interim administrative commission that had
been formed at the 1929 Congress with full power to
organize, guide, and conduct the affairs of the Episcopate

until the election and installation of a bishop.

The Church Congress held in Cleveland, Ohio on 30
October 1932 (the “1932 Congress”) adopted statutes (“1932
Statutes”) for the regulation of Church life in order to bet-
ter organize both the Episcopate and the parishes accord-
ing to Orthodox canonical practice. The 1932 Statutes were
ratified by the Holy Synod in its session of June 15, 1933.
Subsequent revisions to the 1932 Statutes were made, the
first and most important being at the Congress of July 1935
held under the presidency of Bishop Policarp.

Of similar importance are the decisions of the Holy
Synod with regard to the autonomy of the Archdiocese.
The first of these was the decision of the Permanent Synod
on 12 July 1950. The second was the Decree of the Plenary
Session of the Holy Synod of 12 December 1974 that in its
text clearly outlined the unique relationship between the
Mother Church and its Daughter in the Americas.

It is in the spirit of these decisions and documents
that the present Statutes for the Organization of the
Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas are

adopted.

Statutes of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas

PREAMBUL

Inceputul organizarii canonice a Bisericii Ortodoxe
Roméne din cele doud Americi s-a facut la Congresul bise-
ricesc, format din clerul si reprezentantii mireni ai parohi-
ilor ortodoxe roméane existente in Statele Unite si Canada,
care s-a intrunit la Detroit, Michigan in data de 25 aprilie
1929 (“Congresul din 1929”). La acest congres din 1929 s-a
hotdrat sd se infiinteze o Episcopie Misionard sub juris-
dictia canonica a Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane. Congresul
si-a facut cunoscuta decizia printr-o cerere adresatd
Patriarhiei si semnatd de catre toti reprezentantii parohi-
ilor. La sesiunea din noiembrie 1929, Congresul National
Bisericesc al Patriarhiei Ortodoxe Romane a aprobat cere-
rea congresului bisericesc american. In urma acestor
decizii, Prea Fericirea Sa, Patriarhul Miron a oferit nou-
infiintatei Episcopii Misionare Ortodoxe Roméne autori-
tate canonicd prin decretul patriarhal nr. 10219 din 1
noiembrie 1930 (“Decretul din 1930”). Prea Fericitul
Parinte Patriarh a imputernicit comisia administrativa
interimara, formata la Congresul din 1929, cu deplina put-
ere de a organiza, indruma si conduce problemele Epis-

copiei pand la alegerea si inscaunarea unui episcop.

Pentru a organiza mai bine atat Episcopia cat si paro-
hiile sale conform canoanelor ortodoxe, Congresul Bise-
ricesc, tinut in Cleveland, Ohio in data de 30 octombrie
1932, (“Congresul din 1932”) a adoptat un Statut de organi-
zare a vietii bisericesti (“Statutul din 1932”). Statutul a fost
ratificat de citre Sfantul Sinod in sesiunea din 15 iunie 1933.
Ulterior, au fost facute revizuiri, prima si cea mai impor-
tanta fiind adoptata la Congresul din iulie 1935 sub prese-
dintia Prea Sfintitului Episcop Policarp.

De o egald importantd sunt, de asemenea, deciziile
Sfantului Sinod cu privire la autonomia Arhiepiscopiei.
Prima dintre acestea a fost hotarirea Sinodului Permanent
din 12 julie 1950. Cea de a doua s-a exprimat prin Decre-
tul Sesiunii Plenare a Sfantului Sinod din 12 decembrie
1974, care defineste in mod clar relatia unici dintre Biseri-

ca mama si fiica ei din cele doud Americi.

In intelesul acestor decizii si documente se adopti
acest Statut pentru organizarea Arhiepiscopiei Ortodoxe

Romane din cele doud Americi.
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PART ONE
CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES

CHAPTERI
CANONICAL AUTHORITY AND MISSION

ARTICLE 1.01. The Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in
the Americas (hereinafter “Archdiocese”) is an eparchy of
the Romanian Orthodox Church with which it maintains
a unity of Apostolic faith, and dogmatic canonical and
liturgical discipline. This relationship is embodied in
Decree No. 10219, dated 1 November 1930, of the Holy
Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church (hereinafter
“Holy Synod”), the decision of the Permanent Synod of 12
July 1950 and of the Plenary Session of the Holy Synod of
12 December 1974.

ARTICLE 1.02. The Archdiocese is governed by the Holy
Scriptures, Sacred Tradition, the Holy Canons, these
Statutes, and other rules and regulations that may be
adopted by it in accordance with the Statutes. The Holy
Synod is the highest authority in matters of the Faith and
Canonical discipline, in accord with the provisions of the
Holy Canons and the canonical norms of all the Auto-
cephalous Orthodox Churches.

ARTICLE 1.03. Enjoying full canonical and ecclesiastical
communion with the Romanian Orthodox Church, as well
as with the eparchies of the other Orthodox Churches with
canonical jurisdiction in North and South America, this
Archdiocese is a “founding member” of the Standing
Committee of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in America
(SCOBA), the only recognized forum for inter-Orthodox
relations in America, including the resolution of the need
for eventual Orthodox administrative unity in the Amer-
icas, and the Archbishop is a voting member of the same.

ARTICLE 1.04. As the sole organ of canonical and spiritu-
al continuity with the Romanian Orthodox Church, the
Archdiocese has the exclusive right to recognize ecclesias-
tical institutions of Orthodox Christians of Romanian ori-
gin within its jurisdiction, and to use the expression
“Romanian Orthodox” as an identifying title. The Arch-
diocese calls upon all Romanian Orthodox Christians,
clergy and laity, to seek and to uphold canonical, spiritual,
and administrative unity in the Americas, consonant with
the Tradition of the Orthodox Church

ARTICLE 1.05. The mission of the Archdiocese is to create
and build up communities of Orthodox Christians, by pro-
claiming the Gospel of Christ, sanctifying its members
through the Holy Mysteries, and caring for their pastoral
and social needs. As a community deriving its origins from
the well-springs of Romanian Orthodoxy, the Archdiocese
also serves as a patron of the Romanian culture and lan-
guage, of all that is good and holy in the life of the Roman-
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PARTEA I
PRINCIPII CONSTITUTIONALE

CAPITOLUL I
AUTORITATEA CANONICA $I MISIUNEA

ARTICOLUL 1.01. Arhiepiscopia Ortodoxd Roména din
cele doua Americi (“Arhiepiscopia” de acum inainte) este
o eparhie a Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméne, cu care isi
pastreaza unitatea de credinta apostolica la nivel dogmatic,
canonic si liturgic. Aceasta relatie este definita de Decretul
nr. 10219 al SfAntului Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméane
(“Sfantul Sinod” de acum inainte) din 1 noiembrie 1930, in
decizia Sinodului Permanent din 12 iulie 1950 si in
hotararea Sesiunii Plenare a Sfantului Sinod din 12 decem-
brie 1974.

ARTICOLUL 1.02. Activitatea Arhiepiscopiei se desfasoara
sub célduza Sfintelor Scripturi, a Sfintei Traditii, a Sfintelor
Canoane, a acestui Statut si a altor reguli si hotdrari care
pot fi adoptate in concordanta cu acest Statut. Autoritatea
suprema in materie de credinta si disciplind canonicd este
Sfantul Sinod, dupé prevederile Sfintelor Canoane si
potrivit organizdrii canonice a tuturor Patriarhiilor si Bise-
ricilor Ortodoxe Autocefale.

ARTICOLUL 1.03. Fiind in deplind comuniune canonica si
ecleziald cu Biserica Ortodoxd Roména, precum si cu
eparhiile celorlalte Biserici Ortodoxe cu jurisdictie
canonica in America de Nord si de Sud, Arhiepiscopia este
“membré fondatoare” a Conferintei Permanente a Epis-
copilor Ortodocsi Canonici din America (SCOBA), sin-
gurul for recunoscut pentru relatiile inter-ortodoxe in
America, inclusiv privind problema unitatii administra-
tive a Ortodoxiei in cele doua Americi, Arhiepiscopul fiind
membru cu drept de vot al acesteia.

ARTICOLUL 1.04. In calitate de unic organism de continu-
itate canonicd si spirituald cu Biserica Ortodoxa Romana,
Arhiepiscopia are dreptul exclusiv de a recunoaste insti-
tutiile bisericesti ale crestinilor ortodocsi de origine
romand care se afld in limitele jurisdictiei sale si de a folosi
sintagma “ortodox roman” drept calificativ sau titlu oficial.
Arhiepiscopia indeamnd pe toti credinciosii romani
ortodocsi, clerici i mireni, sa caute §i sd pastreze unitatea
canonica, spirituald i administrativa in cele doua Ameri-
ci, conform Traditiei Bisericii Ortodoxe.

ARTICOLUL 1.05. Lucrarea misionard a Arhiepiscopiei
este sa infiinteze §i sd intdreascd comunitatile de credin-
ciosi ortodocsi prin propovaduirea Evangheliei lui Hris-
tos, impartasirea harului membrilor sdi prin sfintele taine,
si prin asistenta in nevoile lor pastorale si sociale. In cali-
tate de comunitate care isi are radécinile in izvoarele orto-
doxiei roméanesti, Arhiepiscopia este si cea care pastreazd
cultura i limba roméana, impreuna cu tot ceea ce este bun
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ian people, while at the same time remaining highly con-
scious of its godly calling to be a light for all people who
seek salvation, including not only Romanian immigrants
in the Americas, but also subsequent generations and
those who join the Romanian community through mar-
riage or conversion

ARTICLE 1.06. The working languages of the Archdiocese
are English and Romanian, as well as the official languages
of the Countries, States and Provinces in which the parish-
es or other institutions of the Archdiocese may be found.
These Statutes shall be promulgated in English and
Romanian. The English text shall be deemed the governing
text.

ARTICLE 1.07. These Statutes, having been officially adopt-
ed and promulgated by the Archdiocese and the Roman-
ian Orthodox Church, are obligatory for all Orthodox
Christians found under the jurisdictions of the Archdio-
cese.

CHAPTERII
AUTONOMY

The Archdiocese is and remains an autonomous Archdio-
cese (Eparchy) in accordance with the provisions of the
Decree of Autonomy granted it by the Holy Synod on 12
December 1974.

ARTICLE 2.01. The jurisdiction of the Archdiocese
includes North and South America.

ARTICLE 2.02. The Archdiocese, in accordance with the
Decree of Autonomy (referred to above), is governed by
its own Statutes. It shall preserve its canonical, dogmatic
and spiritual ties with the Holy Synod of the Romanian
Orthodox Church, from which it receives Holy and Great
Myron, in accord with the Holy Canons and the canonical
norms of the Orthodox Church.

ARTICLE 2.03. The Archdiocese is self-governing, within
the meaning of the Autonomy granted it by the Holy
Synod, having its own Statutes and governing bodies. The
Archbishop, together with the Archdiocesan Congress, the
Archdiocesan Council, and other administrative and
canonical bodies as may be created, administers the Arch-
diocese. This encompasses all of the usual rights and priv-
ileges accorded autonomous Eparchies, including: the elec-
tion of hierarchs, the naming of clergy, deans, counselors
and employees, the granting of ecclesiastical honors and
ranks, the ability to enforce the Holy Canons and ecclesi-
astical law through sanctions and other disciplinary mech-
anisms, its own administration and finances, the creation
of usual eparchial departments such as communications
and publications, youth, religious education, social out-
reach, and the like, for the spiritual and social well being of
the parishes and their faithful.
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si sfant in viata poporului roman, fiind in acelasi timp con-
stientd de vocatia ei divind de a fi lumina pentru toti cei
care cautd mantuirea, nu numai pentru romanii emigranti
in cele doua Americi, ci si pentru generatiile urmatoare si
pentru cei care au venit in sanul comunitéatii romane prin
cdsdtorie sau convertire.

ARTICOLUL 1.06. Limbile de lucru ale Arhiepiscopiei sunt
engleza si romana, precum si limbile oficiale ale tarilor,
statelor si provinciilor in care se afld parohiile sau alte insti-
tutii ale sale. Acest Statut va fi promulgat in limba engleza
si romand. Textul in engleza va fi textul de referinta.

ARTICOLUL 1.07. Acest Statut, fiind adoptat si promulgat
in mod oficial de cétre Arhiepiscopie si Biserica Ortodoxa
Romand, este obligatoriu pentru toti crestinii ortodocsi
care se afla sub jurisdictia Arhiepiscopiei.

CAPITOLULII
AUTONOMIA

Arhiepiscopia este si ramane o eparhie autonomd, potrivit
prevederilor Decretului de Autonomie dat de Sfantul
Sinod in data de 12 decembrie 1974.

ARTICOLUL 2.01. Jurisdictia Arhiepiscopiei cuprinde
America de Nord si America de Sud.

ARTICOLUL 2.02. Potrivit Decretului de Autonomie (sus
mentionat), Arhiepiscopia se conduce dupéd propriul
Statut. Aceasta trebuie sd pastreze legaturile canonice, dog-
matice si spirituale cu Sfantul Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe
Roméne, de la care primeste Sfantul si Marele Mir, con-
form Sfintelor Canoane si organizérii canonice a Bisericii
Ortodoxe.

ARTICOLUL 2.03. Potrivit intelesului autonomiei primita
de la Sfantul Sinod, Arhiepiscopia se conduce dupa pro-
priul Statut si dupd normele date de organele statutare de
conducere. Arhiepiscopul, impreuna cu Congresul
Eparhial, Consiliul Eparhial, si alte foruri canonice si
administrative care pot fi constituite, administreaza
Arhiepiscopia. Aceastd auto-guvernare cuprinde toate
drepturile si atributiile normale care se acorda unor eparhii
autonome, incluzand: alegerea ierarhilor, numirea pre-
otilor, protopopilor, consilierilor si angajatilor; acordarea
distinctiilor i a rangurilor bisericesti; autoritatea aplicarii
Sfintelor Canoane prin impunerea unor sanctiuni sau alte
mdsuri disciplinare; administratie si finante proprii; orga-
nizarea unor departamente eparhiale precum cel al publi-
catiilor si comunicarii, al tineretului, al invatamantului
religios, al asistentei sociale s.a.m.d., pentru bunastarea
spirituala si sociald a parohiilor si a credinciosilor acesto-
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ARTICLE 2.04. The Archbishop is elected by the Congress
of the Archdiocese, comprised of the clergy and lay dele-
gates of the parishes, according to the provisions of the
Statutes of the Archdiocese, and in conformity with the
laws of the United States of America, in whose territory it
has its See.

ARTICLE 2.05. The Archdiocesan Congress is the author-
ity that proposes to the Holy Synod the confirmation of
the election of the Archbishop, as well as the elevation of
the newly elected candidate to the rank of hierarch, in the
event that he does not already hold this office.

ARTICLE 2.06. The Archbishop is invested with full eccle-
siastical authority by the Holy Synod of the Romanian
Orthodox Church. This Act is publicly and solemnly pro-
claimed through a Patriarchal Grammata. The Archbishop
is a member by right of the Holy Synod.

ARTICLE 2.07. The positions or decisions of the Holy
Synod with regard to relations between the Romanian
Orthodox Church and Romanian civil authorities are not
binding upon and of no force and effect with respect to the
Archdiocese including its Parishes, Clergy, Parishioners,
Employees and Institutions.

ARTICLE 2.08. The Romanian Orthodox Church does not
have any rights, claims or privileges with respect to the real
or personal property of the Archdiocese or the Parishes
and Institutions within the jurisdiction of the Archdiocese.
The Archdiocese and its Parishes and Institutions own and
administer all such property solely according to the provi-
sions of the Statutes and the laws of the respective coun-
tries, states and provinces in which these are located.

ARTICLE 2.09. The Archdiocese enjoys the right to estab-
lish and to maintain inter-Orthodox, inter-Christian, and
ecumenical relations with religious organizations within
its jurisdictional territory, respecting the dogmatic teach-
ing and the canonical order of the Holy Orthodox Church.
The Archbishop is the only hierarch invested with the
authority to represent the Archdiocese canonically and
legally.

ARTICLE 2.10. The Archbishop may propose such Vicar
(Auxiliary) Bishops as may be deemed necessary in order
to assist him in the administration of the Archdiocese.
After the canonical verification process and ordination, if
such is necessary, and installation, these enjoy the rights
and honors appropriate to their rank and are, as is the
Archbishop, members of the Holy Synod. Candidates for
the ministry of Vicar Bishops are recommended to the
Holy Synod by the Archbishop in consultation with the
Archdiocesan Council. The procedure for their confirma-
tion and ordination is the same as that provided for the
Archbishop. The installation of the Vicar Bishop is per-
formed by the Archbishop.

Statutes of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas

ra.

ARTICOLUL 2.04. Arhiepiscopul este ales de catre Con-
gresul Arhiepiscopiei, alcdtuit din clerul si delegatii mireni
ai parohiilor, potrivit prevederilor Statutului Arhiepis-
copiei si in conformitate cu legile Statelor Unite ale
Americii, unde isi are sediul.

ARrTICOLUL 2.05. Congresul Arhiepiscopiei este autori-
tatea care propune Sfantului Sinod confirmarea alegerii
unui nou arhiepiscop, precum si hirotonirea candidatului
nou ales la treapta de ierarh, in cazul in care acesta nu
detine deja aceastd treapta.

ARTICOLUL 2.06. Arhiepiscopul este investit cu deplina
autoritate bisericeascd de catre Sfantul Sinod al Bisericii
Ortodoxe Roméne. Acest act este proclamat in cadru pub-
lic si solemn prin Gramata patriarhala. Arhiepiscopul este
membru de drept al Sfantului Sinod.

ARTICOLUL 2.07. Porzitiile sau deciziile Sfantului Sinod
cu privire la relatiile dintre Biserica Ortodoxd Romana si
autoritatile civile roméne nu sunt obligatorii pentru
Arhiepiscopie, si nu au nici o putere sau efect asupra ei,
incluzind parohiile, clerul, enoriasii, angajatii si instituti-
ile sale.

ARTICOLUL 2.08. Biserica Ortodoxa Romana nu are nici
un fel de drepturi, revendicéri sau privilegii asupra pro-
prietatilor imobiliare sau personale ale Arhiepiscopiei sau
ale parohiilor si institutiilor de sub jurisdictia Arhiepis-
copiei. Arhiepiscopia, cu parohiile si institutiile sale, detine
si administreaza toate aceste bunuri numai in conformi-
tate cu prevederile statutului si legile din térile, statele si
provinciile in care isi au sediul.

ARTICOLUL 2.09. Arhiepiscopia se bucuri de dreptul de
a stabili si mentine relatii inter-ortodoxe, inter-crestine si
ecumenice cu organizatii religioase din teritoriul juris-
dictiei sale, respectand invitaturile dogmatice si randuiala
canonicd a Sfintei Biserici Ortodoxe. Arhiepiscopul este
singurul ierarh investit cu autoritatea de a reprezenta
Arhiepiscopia canonic si legal.

ARTICOLUL 2.10. Arhiepiscopul poate propune episcopi
vicari (auxiliari) dupa cum considerd necesar pentru a-1
ajuta la administrarea Arhiepiscopiei. Dupa implinirea
procedurii canonice de validare si dupa hirotonire, daca
este cazul, §i instalare acestia se bucurd de drepturile si cin-
stea care se cuvin rangului pe care il detin si sunt membri
ai Sfantului Sinod impreund cu Arhiepiscopul. Candidatii
la slujirea de Episcop vicar vor fi recomandati Sfantului
Sinod de cétre Arhiepiscop, dupa consultarea Consiliului
Eparhial. Procedura de confirmare si hirotonire este
aceeasi cu cea pentru Arhiepiscop. Instalarea episcopului
vicar este oficiata de catre Arhiepiscop.

Page 7



CHAPTERIII
THE ARCHDIOCESAN CONGRESS

ARTICLE 3.01. The deliberative forum of the Archdiocese
is the Archdiocesan Congress (hereinafter “Congress”).
Recognizing the hierarchical authority of Church over
dogmatic, liturgical and canonical matters, the Congress
is concerned with providing the Church with the neces-
sary means to further the mission, growth and unity of the
Archdiocese. It is the deliberative instrument of gover-
nance of the Archdiocese and has the authority to establish
rules and regulations for the Archdiocese and its affiliated
institutions, binding on the whole Archdiocese in con-
formity with the Holy Canons of the Orthodox Church,
the provisions of these present Statutes, and the provisions
of the laws of local civil authorities within its jurisdiction-
al territory.

ARTICLE 3.02. The Congress is composed of the Arch-
bishop, the Archdiocesan Vicars, all clergy of the Archdio-
cese, including: the clergy of the Archdiocesan Center, the
priests of the parishes and mission parishes, the duly
appointed representatives of monasteries and other Arch-
diocesan institutions, and two lay delegates from each
parish or mission parish elected by the parish in accor-
dance with the provisions of these Statutes and two offi-
cial delegates of the auxiliary organizations approved by
the Archdiocesan Council.

CHAPTERIV
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE

In accordance with the Holy Canons, the provisions of the
present Statutes, and the laws of the civil authorities with-
in its jurisdictional territory, the Archdiocese has the fol-
lowing authority:

ARTICLE 4.01. The Archdiocese administers, guides, gov-
erns, and oversees the religious and spiritual life of the
parishes and mission parishes, monasteries, and other
Archdiocesan institutions, auxiliary and youth organiza-
tions under the jurisdiction of the Archdiocese.

ARTICLE 4.02. The Archdiocese may employ, set the
terms of employment and compensation and pay the per-
sonnel of the Archdiocese including but not limited to the
Archbishop, Vicar Bishops, counselors, priests, missionar-
ies, deacons, professors and teachers, choir directors, can-
tors, administrative personnel and other staft.

ARTICLE 4.03. The Archdiocese has its own publishing
department, it prints, publishes, and distributes books,
newspapers, bulletins, and literature for the religious and
moral education of its faithful according to the teachings
of the Orthodox Church.
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CAPITOLUL III
CONGRESUL EPARHIAL

ARTICOLUL 3.01. Forul deliberativ al Arhiepiscopiei este
Congresul Eparhial (“Congres” de acum inainte).
Recunoscand autoritatea ierarhiei bisericesti pentru pro-
blemele dogmatice, liturgice si canonice, Congresul se
ocupd de punerea la dispozitia Bisericii a mijloacelor nece-
sare pentru misiunea, cresterea si unitatea Arhiepiscopiei.
Acesta este organul deliberativ al Arhiepiscopiei si are
autoritatea de a stabili pentru Arhiepiscopie si institutiile
afiliate ei, reguli si regulamente care sunt obligatorii pen-
tru intreaga Arhiepiscopie, conform Sfintelor Canoane ale
Bisericii Ortodoxe, prevederilor prezentului Statut, si
prevederilor legislative ale autoritatilor civile locale de pe
teritoriul jurisdictiei sale.

ARTICOLUL 3.02. Congresul este alcituit din Arhiepis-
cop, Episcopii Vicari, tot clerul Arhiepiscopiei, inclusiv
clerul Centrului Eparhial, reprezentanti oficiali ai mana-
stirilor si ai altor institutii ale Arhiepiscopiei, doi delegati
mireni din fiecare parohie si misiune, care sunt alesi in
parohie dupa prevederile acestui Statut, precum si doi
delegati oficiali ai organizatiilor auxiliare aprobate de Con-
siliul Eparhial.

CAPITOLUL IV
DREPTURILE ST OBLIGATIILE
ARHIEPISCOPIEI

Potrivit Sfintelor Canoane, prevederilor prezentului Statut,
si legislatiei autorititilor civile din cadrul teritoriului juris-
dictiei sale, Arhiepiscopia are urmatoarele atributii:

ARTICOLUL 4.01. Arhiepiscopia administreaza, indrumd,
conduce si supravegheaza viata religioasd si spirituala a
parohiilor, misiunilor, ménastirilor si a altor institutii
eparhiale, organizatii auxiliare si cele de tineret de sub
jurisdictia sa.

ARTICOLUL 4.02. Arhiepiscopia poate angaja, stabili
conditiile de angajare si plata, si plati personalul Arhiepis-
copiei, incluzand dar nu limitandu-se la Arhiepiscop, epis-
copi vicari, consilieri, preoti, misionari, diaconi, profesori
si invétatori, dirijori de cor, cintareti, personal adminis-
trativ i alti angajati.

ARTICOLUL 4.03. Arhiepiscopia are editurd proprie,
tipareste, publicd si difuzeaza carti, ziare, buletine si lite-
raturd pentru educatia religioasa si morald a credinciosilor
sdi, potrivit invéatdturii Bisericii Ortodoxe.

ARTICOLUL 4.04. Arhiepiscopia incurajeazd activitatile
sociale, evenimentele destinate strangerii de fonduri, con-
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ARTICLE 4.04. The Archdiocese encourages social gath-
erings, fund raising events, concerts, and other kinds of
cultural and social programs, given for the benefit of the
Archdiocese, its parishes, other Archdiocesan institutions
and/or philanthropic or charitable activities.

ARTICLE 4.05. The Archdiocese may solicit, accept, and
receive without limitation all manner of donations, lega-
cies, gifts, testamentary gifts, gifts of personal and real
property, including sums of money, which it holds and
uses in accordance with the civil law within its jurisdic-
tional territory and the provisions of these Statutes.

ARTICLE 4.06. The Archdiocese holds, manages, and
administers through sale, conversion, or other kind of
trade the real or personal property held in the name of the
Archdiocese. It may offer goods for sale and issue invoic-
es for goods delivered. It may hold in the name of the
Archdiocese stocks and other financial instruments, as
well as other certificates, insurance policies or other doc-
uments necessary for the maintenance of present or future
real or personal properties held by or belonging to the
Archdiocese, with full authority to sign, transfer, or guar-
antee any of these in the name of the Archdiocese in accor-
dance with the provisions of these Statutes.

ARTICLE 4.07. The Archdiocese may borrow money and
obtain credit, make and give notes, drafts, acceptances,
instruments of guaranty, agreements, and otherwise obli-
gate the Archdiocese financially, however, not in excess of
acceptable market rates. The forms of these obligations
may include promissory notes, notes payable or transfers,
bonds, instruments, acts, mortgages as well as other doc-
uments, certificates, and the like encumbering present or
future real and personal properties held by or belonging
to the Archdiocese, with full authority to sign, transfer, or
guarantee any of these in the name of the Archdiocese in
accordance with the provisions of these Statutes.

ARTICLE 4.08. The signature of the Archbishop together
with either the Treasurer or Secretary shall be required for
all legal or commercial documents or instruments.

ARTICLE 4.09. The Archdiocese may establish and
administer, on the basis of a subsidiary organization, a
pension fund for the clergy and their families, as well as
for personnel employed by the Archdiocese.

CHAPTERV
THE ELECTION OF THE ARCHBISHOP

ARTICLE 5.01. The Archdiocese is governed by an Arch-
bishop, elected by the Congress, and confirmed and invest-
ed by the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church.
The Archbishop bears the title of Archbishop of the
Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas and is
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certe si alte genuri de programe culturale si sociale, in ben-
eficiul Arhiepiscopiei, al parohiilor sale, si al altor institutii
si/sau activitati filantropice sau de caritate ale Arhiepis-
copiei.

ARTICOLUL 4.05. Arhiepiscopia poate sa solicite, sa
accepte, si sa primeascd fara limite orice fel de donatii,
mosteniri, daruri, daruri testamentare, donatii de pro-
prietdti mobile si imobile, inclusiv sume de bani, pe care le
detine si foloseste in conformitate cu legislatia civila in
vigoare de pe teritoriul jurisdictiei sale, precum si cu
prevederile acestui Statut.

ARTICOLUL 4.06. Arhiepiscopia detine si administreaza
prin vanzare, schimb, sau orice alt gen de tranzactie,
bunurile mobile si imobile detinute in numele Arhiepis-
copiei. Poate oferi pentru vinzare bunuri si poate emite
note de platd pentru bunurile livrate. Poate detine in
numele Arhiepiscopiei actiuni sau alte instrumente finan-
ciare, precum si alte certificate, polite de asigurare sau alte
documente necesare pentru pdstrarea proprietatilor
mobile §i imobile, actuale sau viitoare, detinute de
Arhiepiscopie sau apartinand acesteia, cu putere deplina
de a semna, transfera sau garanta oricare dintre cele enu-
merate mai sus in numele Arhiepiscopiei, in conformitate
cu acest statut.

ARTICOLUL 4.07. Arhiepiscopia poate lua bani cu impru-
mut si obtine credite, emite §i poate emite polite, ordine
de platd, consemnatiuni, polite de asigurare, acorduri, si
poate in general sa se oblige financiar, insé aceasta doar in
cadrul dobanzilor curente pe piata financiard. Forma aces-
tor obligatii poate include polite, polite plitibile sau trans-
ferabile, obligatiuni, instrumente, acte, credite ipotecare,
precum si documente, certificate si altele asemanatoare,
ipotecind bunurile imobile si mobile actuale sau viitoare,
detinute de sau apartindnd Arhiepiscopiei, cu dreptul
deplin de semnaturd, de a transfera sau garanta oricare
dintre acestea in numele Arhiepiscopiei, conform preve-
derilor acestui Statut.

ARTICOLUL 4.08. Toate documentele si actele legale sau
comerciale trebuie s poarte semnétura Arhiepiscopului,
impreuna cu a Casierului sau a Secretarului Eparhial.

ARTICOLUL 4.09. Arhiepiscopia poate stabili si adminis-
tra, pe baza unei organizatii subsidiare, un fond de pensii
pentru clerici si familiile lor, precum si pentru personalul
angajat al Arhiepiscopiei.

CAPITOLUL V
ALEGEREA ARHIEPISCOPULUI

ARTICOLUL 5.01. Arhiepiscopia este condusd de un
Arhiepiscop, ales de Congres, confirmat si investit de catre
Sfantul Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane. Arhiepisco-
pul poartd titlul de Arhiepiscop al Arhiepiscopiei Orto-
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a member by right of the Holy Synod of the Romanian
Orthodox Church.

ARTICLE 5.02. The election of the Archbishop is made by
secret ballot by the clergy and lay delegates of the Con-
gress, convened especially for this purpose. A two-thirds
(%) quorum of the total number of Congress of clergy and
lay delegates is required for the Congress to undertake the
election. Proxies may be allowed but shall be held only by
a duly authorized delegate from that same parish or Arch-
diocesan organization or institution. Election is by a sim-
ple majority vote of delegates present and voting.

ARTICLE 5.03. A candidate for the office of Archbishop
must be a person of deep faith, an Orthodox Christian, a
graduate of an academically accredited Orthodox school of
theology of the highest level and have all the qualifications
as provided by the Holy Canons for Hierarchal office. Also,
the candidate shall have a fluent knowledge of spoken and
written English and Romanian, have proven ability in
administration and pastoral work, be fully aware of the
ecclesiastical affairs of the Archdiocese and be totally com-
mitted to the preservation of unity within the Archdiocese
as well as to the bond of unity with the Romanian Ortho-
dox Patriarchate. In addition, he shall have had a period
of successful service, preferably in the Archdiocese, of no
less than five (5) years, or have proven, direct, significant
and broad knowledge of the life and status of the Roman-
ian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas.

ARTICLE 5.04. The Congress proposes the confirmation
of the duly elected candidate and his elevation to the rank
of hierarch if the candidate does not already hold this rank
and office to the Holy Synod. The ordination of the newly
elected and confirmed Archbishop shall be accomplished
according to the Canons, by at least three canonical Ortho-
dox bishops, delegates of the Holy Synod, and preferably in
a church under the jurisdiction of the Archdiocese.

ARTICLE 5.05. The new Archbishop, as a member of the
Holy Synod, receives the hierarchal staff and Grammata of
canonical investiture from the Patriarch of the Romanian
Orthodox Church, in his capacity as President of the Holy
Synod. The Archbishop is officially installed by the Patri-
arch or his delegate.

CHAPTER VI
ORGANIZATION OF THE ARCHDIOCESE

ARTICLE 6.01. The Archdiocese consists of the following
institutions or organizations: the Archdiocesan Central
Administration, Deaneries, Parishes, Mission Parishes,
Monasteries and other monastic institutions, Theological
institutions, and such other institutions and organizations
as may be created by the Congress.
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doxe Romane din cele doua Americi si este membru de
drept al Sfantului Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméne.

ARTICOLUL 5.02. Alegerea Arhiepiscopului se face prin
vot secret de catre clerul si delegatii mireni ai Congresului,
convocati special in acest scop. Pentru aceasta sesiune a
Congresului, trebuie sa fie prezent un cvorum constituit
din doua treimi (%) din totalul membrilor Congresului,
cler si delegati mireni. Pot fi acceptate imputerniciri , dar
trebuie prezentate numai de un delegat corespunzitor
autorizat din aceeasi parohie sau organizatie ori institutie
eparhiald. Alegerea se face prin intrunirea majoritatii sim-
ple a voturilor delegatilor care sunt prezenti si au votat.

ARTICOLUL 5.03. Candidatul pentru scaunul de Arhiepis-
cop trebuie sa fie profund credincios, crestin ortodox,
absolvent al unei facultati de teologie acreditate de cel mai
inalt nivel si sd aiba toate calificdrile prevazute de sfintele
canoane pentru treapta de ierarh. De asemenea, candida-
tul trebuie sd aibd cunostinte de limba romana si engleza
fluentd, scrisé si vorbita, sa aiba competentd doveditd in
activitatea pastorald si administrativa, s fie deplin con-
stient de problemele bisericesti ale Arhiepiscopiei si sa fie
total dedicat pastrarii unitétii in cadrul Arhiepiscopiei,
precum si unitatii cu Patriarhia Ortodoxd Roména. Pe
langd acestea, el trebuie sd fi avut o slujire rodnica, de cel
putin cinci (5) ani, de preferintd in cadrul Arhiepiscopiei,
sau sd dovedeascd cd are cunostinte vaste, directe si sem-
nificative in ceea ce priveste viata si statutul Arhiepiscopiei
Ortodoxe Romane din cele doud Americi.

ARTICOLUL 5.04. Congresul propune Sfantului Sinod
confirmarea candidatului nou ales si ridicarea acestuia la
rang de ierarh, daca nu detine deja aceastd treaptd si
functie. Hirotonirea Arhiepiscopului nou ales si confirmat
va fi savérsitd in conformitate cu canoanele, adica de catre
cel putin trei episcopi ortodocsi canonici, delegati ai Sfan-
tului Sinod, si de preferinta intr-o biserica de sub juris-
dictia Arhiepiscopiei.

ARTICOLUL 5.05. Noul Arhiepiscop, in calitate de mem-
bru al Sfantului Sinod, primeste carja arhiereascd si Gra-
mata de investitura canonica de la Patriarhul Bisericii
Ortodoxe Romane, in calitatea acestuia de Presedinte al
Sfantului Sinod. Arhiepiscopul este instalat oficial de catre
Patriarh sau delegatul sau.

CAPITOLUL VI
ORGANIZAREA ARHIEPISCOPIEI

ARTICOLUL 6.01. Arhiepiscopia cuprinde urmétoarele
institutii si organizatii: Administratia Centrald Eparhiald,
protopopiatele, parohiile, misiunile, mandstirile si alte
asezaminte monahale, institutiile teologice, si orice alte
institutii si organizatii care pot fi create de citre Congres.
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ARTICLE 6.02. Each institution or organization of the
Archdiocese regulates, governs, and administers all of its
affairs as an independent organization within the Arch-
diocese, subject to such regulations as may be promulgat-
ed under these Statutes.

ARTICLE 6.03. Each institution or organization of the
Archdiocese may shall be incorporated as a not-for-profit
religious organization according to the civil laws of the
jurisdiction in which it is found.

ARTICLE 6.04. Each institution or organization of the
Archdiocese shall have an assembly as its central govern-
ing body. In general these shall be in the proportion of one
third (%) clergy and two thirds (35) laity.

ARTICLE 6.05. The term for all elected Parish, Deanery
and Archdiocesan offices is two years.

ARTICLE 6.06. Each assembly or governing body shall
elect an executive council that shall implement the deci-
sions of the respective assembly or governing body and
administer the affairs of that Archdiocesan institution.

CHAPTER VII
FINANCES

ARTICLE 7.01. Each parish shall be financially self-suffi-
cient and independent from the Archdiocese and neither
the Archdiocese nor any parish shall have or make, with-
out limitation, any debt, obligation, promise, guaranty for
or on behalf of the other or be bound by, without limita-
tion, any debt, obligation, promise or guaranty of the other.
Annual or occasional contributions of parishioners and
other donors, as well as funds raised by other means, are to
be applied solely to the salaries of Parish personnel, the
expenses and obligations for the operation and manage-
ment of the Parish, the maintenance of Parish property,
both real and personal, support of the Archdiocese and
Archdiocesan programs, and such other religious and
charitable activities as the Parish might undertake.

ARTICLE 7.02. Other Archdiocesan institutions are to be
self-supporting. The budget of these may be supplement-
ed by appropriations from the Archdiocesan central fund
by decision of the Congress within the Annual Budget.
Extraordinary appropriates may be made by decision of
the Archdiocesan Council and the approval of the Arch-
bishop, but these shall be reported to the Congress when
it next convenes..

ARTICLE 7.03. The central administration of the Arch-
diocese and those institutions and departments depend-
ent upon it are supported through assessed and voluntary
contributions by the parishes and their auxiliary organi-
zations, as decided by the Congress at the recommenda-
tion of the Archdiocesan Council. Additional financial
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ARTICOLUL 6.02. Orice institutie sau organizatie a
Arhiepiscopiei isi dirijeaza, conduce si administreaza pro-
priile interese ca o organizatie de sine statdtoare in cadrul
Arhiepiscopiei, supusa regulamentelor care pot fi promul-
gate in acest Statut.

ARTICOLUL 6.03. Orice institutie sau organizatie in
cadrul Arhiepiscopiei trebuie si fie inregistrata ca organi-
zatie religioasd de tip nonprofit, conform legislatiei civile
in vigoare in jurisdictia in care se afla.

ARTICOLUL 6.04. Fiecare institutie si organizatie a
Arhiepiscopiei va avea o adunare ca organ central de con-
ducere. In general, acestea se vor constitui in proportie de
o treime (%) clerici si doud treimi (%) mireni.

ARTICOLUL 6.05. Mandatul tuturor functiilor celor alesi
in parohie, protopopiat si arhiepiscopie este de doi ani.

ARTICOLUL 6.06. Fiecare adunare sau cadru administra-
tiv va alege un consiliu executiv care va implementa
hotararile adunarii sau ale cadrului respectiv si va admin-
istra interesele acestei institutii eparhiale.

CAPITOLUL VII
FINANTE

ARTICOLUL 7.01. Fiecare parohie va fi de sine statatoare
si independenta financiar fatd de Arhiepiscopie. Nici
Arhiepiscopia si nici o altd parohie, fard exceptie, nu va
avea, nici nu va face, vreo datorie, obligatie, promisiune,
garantie pentru sau in numele celeilalte, nici nu va fi
responsabild, fird exceptie, pentru nici o datorie, obligatie,
promisiune sau garantie ficuta de cealaltda. Contributiile
anuale sau ocazionale ale enoriasilor si ale altor donatori,
precum si fondurile stranse prin alte mijloace, vor fi
folosite numai pentru salariile personalului parohiei, chel-
tuielile si obligatiile legate de functionarea si administrarea
parohiei, intretinerea bunurilor mobile si imobile ale paro-
hiei, pentru sprijinul Arhiepiscopiei si programelor
eparhiale, precum si pentru alte activitati religioase si car-
itabile initiate de parohie.

ARTICOLUL 7.02. Celelalte institutii ale Arhiepiscopiei
vor fi de sine statitoare. Bugetul lor poate fi suplimentat
cu alocatii din fondul central al Arhiepiscopiei prin decizia
Congresului, in cadrul bugetului anual. Alte alocéri pot fi
facute cu hotdrarea Consiliului Eparhial si cu aprobarea
Arhiepiscopului. Acestea insd vor fi prezentate Congresu-
lui la urmatoarea intrunire.

ARTICOLUL 7.03. Administratia centrald a Arhiepiscopiei
si a institutiilor si departamentelor dependente de ea va fi
sprijinitd prin contributii fixate si voluntare din partea
parohiilor si organizatiilor lor auxiliare, dupa cum va
decide Congresul, la recomandarea Consiliul Eparhial. Se
mai poate solicita sprijin financiar si de la alte surse, inclu-
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support may be solicited from other sources including
individual donations.

CHAPTER VIII
PROPERTY AND INVESTMENTS

ARTICLE 8.01. Institutions of the Archdiocese are legal
persons. As such, they may purchase and administer such
real and personal property as may be necessary to accom-
plish their mission.

ARTICLE 8.02. The sale or alienation of the real property
of the Parishes and other Archdiocesan Institutions shall
be regulated by the Statutes. Any profit realized by such
action, shall be used exclusively for ecclesiastical purpos-
es.

ARTICLE 8.03. Church, monastery, and Archdiocesan
buildings, the grounds of the Archdiocese, cemeteries, and
liturgical vessels are sacred, and outside the realm of ordi-
nary secular commerce. They may not be the subject of
any legal proceedings in any civil court, except as may
from time to time be required as financial pledge and col-
lateral for the securing of loans.

CHAPTER IX
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

ARTICLE 9.01. Each Parish has the obligation to provide
for the religious education of its faithful.

ARTICLE 9.02. The Archdiocesan Council shall uniform-
ly regulate the catechetical instruction of children, youth,
and chanters and shall organize the curriculum for the for-
mation of the clergy.

ARTICLE 9.03. Parish and Missionary Priests of the Arch-
diocese shall see to the ministry of Orthodox faithful
found in hospitals, orphanages, reform schools, and penal
institutions.

CHAPTER X
LEGAL STATUS,
LIMITATIONS, AND DISSOLUTION

At all times the following shall operate as conditions
restricting the operations and activities of the Archdiocese
and its organizations and institutions:

ARTICLE 10.01. The Archdiocese is organized exclusively
for charitable purposes within the meaning of Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as now
enacted or hereafter amended, including, for such purpos-
es, the making of distributions to organizations that also
qualify as Section 501(c)(3) exempt organizations. All
funds, whether income or principal, and whether acquired
by gift or contribution or otherwise, shall be devoted to
the purposes of the Archdiocese enumerated in Chapter I
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siv donatii individuale.

CAPITOLUL VIII
PROPRIETATI SI INVESTITII

ARTICOLUL 8.01. Institutiile Arhiepiscopiei sunt per-
soane juridice. Ca atare, ele pot cumpdra si administra
bunuri imobile si mobile dupd cum va fi necesar pentru
indeplinirea misiunii lor.

ARTICOLUL 8.02. Vanzarea sau instrdinarea bunurilor
imobiliare ale parohiilor si ale altor institutii ale Arhiepis-
copiei va fi reglementata de catre acest statut. Orice profit
obtinut printr-o astfel de actiune va fi folosit in exclusivi-
tate in scopuri bisericesti.

ArTIcoLUL 8.03. Edificiile bisericesti, manastiresti si
eparhiale, precum si pdmantul Arhiepiscopiei, cimitirele
si odoarele liturgice sunt sacre, si prin urmare in afara
domeniului comercial laic. Acestea nu pot fi subiectul vre-
unei proceduri legale intr-un tribunal civil, exceptie facand
situatiile cand acestea sunt necesare drept garantie si
chezdsie pentru obtinerea unui imprumut.

CAPITOLUL IX
INVATAMANTUL RELIGIOS

ARTICOLUL 9.01. Fiecare parohie are obligatia de a asigu-
ra educatia religioasa a credinciosilor sai.

ARTICOLUL 9.02. Consiliul Eparhial va reglementa in
mod uniform instruirea catehetica a copiilor, tinerilor si
cantaretilor si va organiza programul didactic pentru for-
marea clerului.

ARTICOLUL 9.03. Preotii parohi si misionari ai Arhiepis-
copiei se vor ingriji de nevoile duhovnicesti ale credin-
ciosilor ortodocsi aflati in spitale, orfelinate, scoli de
corectie si institutiile penale.

CAPITOLUL X
STAREA DE DREPT,
PRESCRIPTIILE $I DIZOLVAREA

Urmatoarele conditii de restrictie a functiondrii si activi-
tatii Arhiepiscopiei si a organizatiilor si institutiilor sale
vor fi intotdeauna valabile:

ARTICOLUL 10.01. Arhiepiscopia este organizata in mod
exclusiv pentru scopuri caritabile in intelesul Sectiunii
501(c)(3) a Codului Fiscal (Internal Revenue Code) din
1986, dupd cum este in vigoare acum sau poate fi modifi-
cat, incluzand intre aceste scopuri, i distribuiri de fonduri
catre alte organizatii care sunt scutite de taxe conform
Sectiunii 501(c)(3). Toate fondurile, fie venituri, fie capital,
fie obtinute prin dar, contributie sau alti cale, vor fi intre-
buintate in scopurile Arhiepiscopiei enumerate in Capi-
tolul I de mai sus.
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above.

ARTICLE 10.02. No part of the net earnings of the Arch-
diocese shall inure to any member of the Archdiocese not
qualifying as exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986, as now enacted or hereafter
amended, nor to any Officer of the Archdiocese, nor to any
other private persons, excepting solely such reasonable
compensation that the Archdiocese shall pay for services
actually rendered to the Archdiocese, or allowed by the
Archdiocese as a reasonable allowance for authorized
expenditures incurred on behalf of the Archdiocese.

ARTICLE 10.03. No substantial part of the activities of the
Archdiocese shall constitute the carrying on of propagan-
da or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, or any
initiative or referendum before the public, and the Arch-
diocese shall not participate in, or intervene in (including
by publication or distribution of statements), any political
campaign on behalf of, or in opposition to, any candidate
for public office in any, country, state, city, town or other
jurisdiction within the territory of the Archdiocese.

ARTICLE 10.04. Notwithstanding any other provision of
these Statutes, the Archdiocese shall not carry on any other
activities not permitted to be carried on by a corporation
exempt from United States of America federal income tax
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, as now enacted or hereafter amended.

ARTICLE 10.05. The Archdiocese shall not lend any of its
assets to any officer or member of this Archdiocese, or
guarantee to any person the payment of a loan by an Offi-
cer or member of this Archdiocese.

ARTICLE 10.06. No member or officer of any institution
or organization of the Archdiocese as defined in Article
6.01 shall be personally liable for the debts or obligations
of said institution or organization of any nature whatsoev-
er, nor shall any of the property of the members or officers
be subject to the payment of the debts or obligations of the
same.

ARTICLE 10.07. In the case of the dissolution of any
organization or institution of the Archdiocese as defined in
Article 6.01, after paying or making provisions for the pay-
ment of all debts, obligations, liabilities, costs and expens-
es of said organization or institution, its assets shall be dis-
tributed by the Archdiocesan Council to one or more tax
exempt organizations within the meaning of section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the correspon-
ding section of any future federal tax code of the United
States of America, or in Canada the Income Tax Act, to an
institution(s) of the Archdiocese, that enjoy the privileges
of a not-for-profit corporation in the same state of the
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ARTICOLUL 10.02. Nici o parte din venitul net al
Arhiepiscopiei nu va reveni vreunui membru al Arhiepis-
copiei care nu se bucurd de scutire de taxe, potrivit
Sectiunii 501(c)(3) a Codului Fiscal (Internal Revenue
Code) din 1986, dupa cum este in vigoare acum sau poate
fi modificat, si nu va reveni nici unui functionar al
Arhiepiscopiei, nici unei alte persoane particulare, cu sin-
gura exceptie a unei compensatii rezonabile pe care
Arhiepiscopia o va face pentru servicii ficute Arhiepis-
copiei sau permise de catre Arhiepiscopie ca o alocatie
pentru cheltuieli autorizate din partea Arhiepiscopiei.

ARTICOLUL 10.03. Angajarea intr-un program de propa-
gandd sau altd incercare de a influenta legislatia sau orice
intitiativé sau referendum in atentia publicului nu trebuie
sd constituie o parte substantiald a activitatilor Arhiepis-
copiei; de asemenea, Arhiepiscopia nu va participa la, nici
nu va interveni (inclusiv prin publicarea sau distribuirea
unor luari de pozitie) in nici o campanie politicd in sprijin-
ul sau contra vreunui candidat pentru functie politica in
nici o tard, stat, oras, localitate sau alta jurisdictie politica
in cadrul teritoriului Arhiepiscopiei.

ARTICOLUL 10.04. In ciuda oricarei alte prevederi a aces-
tui Statut, Arhiepiscopia nu va desfisura nici o alta acti-
vitate interzisa unei corporatii scutite de taxe federale in
Statele Unite ale Americii conform Sectiei 501(c)(3) a
Codului Fiscal (Internal Revenue Code) din 1986, dupi
cum este in vigoare acum sau poate fi modificat in viitor.

ARTICOLUL 10.05. Arhiepiscopia nu va imprumuta nici
un bun vreunui functionar sau membru al acestei
Arhiepiscopii, §i nu va garanta niméanui plata unui impru-
mut ficut de catre un functionar sau membru al acestei
Arhiepiscopii.

ARTICOLUL 10.06. Nici un membru sau functionar al vre-
unei institutii sau organizatii a Arhiepiscopiei, potrivit
definitiei din Articolul 6.01 de mai sus, nu va fi rdspunza-
tor in mod personal pentru datoriile sau obligatiile de orice
fel ale respectivei institutii sau organizatii, si nici o parte
din averea membrilor sau a functionarilor nu va fi subiec-
tul vreunui sechestru pentru datoriile sau obligatiile aces-
teia.

ARTICOLUL 10.07. In cazul dizolvirii unei organizatii sau
institutii a Arhiepiscopiei, potrivit definitiei din Articolul
6.01 de mai sus, dupd ce sunt achitate sau au fost luate
mdsuri pentru plata tuturor datoriilor, obligatiilor, raspun-
derilor, costurilor si cheltuielilor respectivei organizatii sau
institutii, averile ei vor fi distribuite de catre Consiliul
Eparhial la una sau mai multe organizatii non profit dupa
intelesul Sectiunii 501(c)(3) a Codului Fiscal (Internal Rev-
enue Code) sau al sectiunii corespunzatoare a unui viitor
cod de taxe federale din Statele Unite ale Americii sau, in
Canada, Documentul de Taxe pe Venit (The Income Tax
Act), o institutie (sau institutii) a Arhiepiscopiei cu statut
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United States of America, or in the same province in Cana-
da. If none such exists, then directly to the Archdiocese,
subject to the limitations of law.

ARTICLE 10.08. In the case of the dissolution of the Arch-
diocese itself, after paying or making provisions for the
payment of all debts, obligations, liabilities, costs and
expenses, its assets shall be distributed by the Archdioce-
san Congress to one or more tax exempt Orthodox eccle-
siastical organizations, for the United States of America,
within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future
federal tax code, and for Canada, the Income Tax Act,
except for all sacred objects, within the meaning of Article
8.03 above that must be given to another Orthodox eccle-
sial authority.

ARTICLE 10.09. These Statutes shall be governed by and
construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Illi-
nois or such state where the Archdiocese is or shall be
incorporated, and the United States of America. If any pro-
vision, or portion thereof, of these Statutes shall, to any
extent, be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder of these
Statutes, or the application of such provision, or portion
thereof, to any other person or circumstance, shall not be
affected thereby, and each provision of these Statutes shall
be valid and enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by
law.

CHAPTER XI
AMENDMENTS

ARTICLE 11.01. Any proposed amendment to these
Statutes shall be submitted to the Archdiocesan Council
for review and approval. If approved, the proposed amend-
ment shall be sent by the Secretary of the Archdiocese to
the Parishes in writing and/or electronic format sixty (60)
days prior to a regular Congress or a Congress convened
specifically for the purpose of considering the proposed
amendment.

ARTICLE 11.02. Any amendments must be adopted by a
two-thirds (%) vote of the Congress delegates present and
voting.

ARTICLE 11.03. Amendments pertaining to canonical
order and ecclesiastical organization, especially those that
would affect the provisions of the Decree on Church
Autonomy granted by the Holy Synod, once adopted by
the Congress shall go into effect only with the positive rec-
ommendation of the Archbishop and the approval of the
Holy Synod, except as provided for in Article 11.04 below.

ARTICLE 11.04. Amendments pertaining to administra-
tive procedures or required by the laws of the civil author-
ities in whose jurisdiction the Archdiocese is found, shall
go into effect immediately upon the positive decision of
the Congress and the approval of the Archbishop.
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nonprofit din acelasi stat in cadrul Statelor Unite ale
Americii, sau din aceeasi provincie in cazul Canadei. Daca
nu existé o astfel de institutie, averile in cauza merg direct
la Arhiepiscopie, in cadrul limitelor legii.

ARTICOLUL 10.08. In cazul dizolvérii Arhiepiscopiei
insdsi, dupd ce sunt achitate sau au fost luate masuri pen-
tru plata tuturor datoriilor, obligatiilor, raspunderilor, cos-
turilor si cheltuielilor, averea ei va fi distribuitd de catre
Congresul Eparhial la una sau mai multe organizatii orto-
doxe bisericesti — privind Statele Unite ale Americii, con-
form intelesului Sectiunii 501(c)(3) a Codului Fiscal (Inter-
nal Revenue Code) sau al sectiunii corespunzatoare a unui
viitor cod de taxe federale; iar privind Canada, The Income
Tax Act— cu exceptia tuturor odoarelor sacre, in intelesul
din Articolul 8.03 de mai sus, care trebuie date unei alte
autoritati ortodoxe bisericesti.

ARTICOLUL 10.09. Acest Statut va fi aplicat i interpretat
in conformitate cu legile statului Illinois sau ale statului in
care Arhiepiscopia isi va avea sediul sau va fi incorporatd,
si conform legilor Statelor Unite ale Americii. Daca vreo
prevedere sau portiune a unei prevederi din acest Statut va
fi, in orice masurd, invalidatd sau neaplicabild, atunci restul
Statutului, sau aplicarea unei asemenea prevederi sau
portiuni de prevedere, la oricare alta persoana sau impre-
jurare, nu va fi afectata de aceasta; si orice prevedere a aces-
tui Statut va fi valabild si aplicabila in cea mai mare masura
permisa de lege.

CAPITOLUL XI
AMENDAMENTE

ARTICOLUL 11.01. Orice amendament propus la acest
Statut va fi prezentat Consiliului Eparhial pentru cercetare
si aprobare. Daca va fi aprobat, amendamentul propus va
fi trimis de secretarul Arhiepiscopiei tuturor parohiilor, in
scris gi/sau in format electronic, cu saizeci (60) de zile
inainte de un Congres ordinar sau unul convocat special in
scopul dezbaterii amendamentului propus.

ARTICOLUL 11.02. Toate amendamentele trebuie sa fie
adoptate prin votul a doud treimi (%5) din delegatii prezenti
si cu drept de vot la Congres.

ARTICOLUL 11.03. Amendamentele legate de ordinea
canonica si organizarea bisericeascd, mai ales cele care ar
afecta prevederile Decretului de Autonomie dat de Sfantul
Sinod, odatd adoptate de catre Congres, vor intra in
vigoare numai dupd recomandarea din partea Arhiepisco-
pului si dupa aprobarea Sfantului Sinod, exceptiand cazul
previzut in Articolul 11.04 de mai jos.

ARTICOLUL 11.04. Amendamentele legate de proceduri
administrative, sau cerute de legile autoritétilor civile
locale in a caror jurisdictie se afla Arhiepiscopia, vor intra
in vigoare imediat dupa decizia favorabila a Congresului si
aprobarea Arhiepiscopului.
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PART TWO
THE ARCHDIOCESE

CHAPTER XII
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ARCHDIOCESE

ARTICLE 12.01. The Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in
the Americas is comprised of the deaneries, monasteries,
parishes and other Archdiocesan institutions found with-
in the territory of North and South America. The Arch-
diocese is governed by an Archbishop, elected by the Con-
gress of the Archdiocese, and confirmed and invested by
the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church. The
Archbishop bears the title of Archbishop of the Romanian
Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas and is a member
by right of the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox
Church.

ARTICLE 12.02. The official title of the Archdiocese is:
“The Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas”

CHAPTER XIII
THE ARCHBISHOP

ARTICLE 13.01. The Archbishop has the following rights
and duties:

(a) To exercise and perform all of the rights and
duties invested in his office by the Holy Canons,
the Decree of Autonomy, and these Statutes;

(b) To be responsible for the canonical and orderly
functioning of the life, governance and activities
of the Archdiocese;

(c) To ordain, together with a gathering of Hierar-
chs, and install the such Vicar Bishop(s) as may
be elected, and to delineate their responsibilities,
which will be subject to the approval of the Holy
Synod;

(d) to name the members of the Archdiocesan Cen-
tral Administration and to delineate their respon-
sibilities;

(e) toappoint and ordain the clergy of the Archdio-
cese, according to the provisions of these Statutes;

(f) totemporarily suspend any clergy, for cause, and
to initiate the appropriate disciplinary procedure;

(g) to ratify or reject the decisions of the Spiritual
Court of Second Instance;

(h) to grant a canonical or ecclesiastical economy
(dispensation);

(i) to bestow ecclesiastical honors;

(j)  to preside over the Archdiocesan Congresses, the
meetings of the Archdiocesan Council and the
boards of trustees of the major institutions and
organizations of the Archdiocese;

(k) to represent the Archdiocese and the Romanian
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PARTEA DOUA
ARHIEPISCOPIA

CAPITOLUL XII
ORGANIZAREA ARHIEPISCOPIEI

ARTICOLUL 12.01. Arhiepiscopia Ortodoxa Roména din
cele doud Americi se compune din protoierii, manastiri,
parohii si alte institutii eparhiale care se afla pe teritoriul
Americii de Nord si de Sud. Arhiepiscopia este condusa de
un Arhiepiscop, ales de Congresul Arhiepiscopiei, confir-
mat si investit de Sfantul Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe
Roméne. Arhiepiscopul poarta titlul de Arhiepiscop al
Arhiepiscopiei Ortodoxe Romane din cele doua Americi si
este membru de drept al Sfantului Sinod al Bisericii Orto-
doxe Romane.

ARTICOLUL 12.02. Titlul oficial al Arhiepiscopiei este:
“Arhiepiscopia Ortodoxa Romana din cele doua Americi”

CAPITOLUL XIII
ARHIEPISCOPUL

ARTICOLUL 13.01. Arhiepiscopul are urmatoarele drep-
turi si indatoriri:

(a) Duce la indeplinire toate drepturile si indatorir-
ile cu care a fost investit postul sau de catre Sfin-
tele Canoane, Decretul de Autonomie si acest
Statut;

(b) Este rdspunzator pentru buna functionare cano-
nicd a vietii, administririi si activitatilor
Arhiepiscopiei;

(c) Hirotoneste impreuna cu soborul de arhierei si
instaleaza Episcopul(ii) Vicar(i) ales(si) si ii (le)
stabileste indatoririle, care urmeaza a fi supuse
aprobarii Sfantului Sinod;

(d) Numeste pe membrii Administratiei Centrale
Eparhiale si le stabileste indatoririle;

(e) Numeste si hirotoneste clerul Arhiepiscopiei,
potrivit prevederilor acestui Statut;

(f) Suspenda temporar pe clerici pentru abateri si
initiaza procedura disciplinara necesars;

(g) Ratificd sau respinge hotarérile Consistoriului
Spiritual de faza a doua;

(h) Acorda dispense canonice si bisericesti;

(i) Acorda ranguri bisericesti;

(j)  Prezideaza Congresul Eparhial, sedintele Consi-
liului Eparhial si comitetele tutelare ale instituti-
ilor si organizatiilor Arhiepiscopiei;

(k) Reprezintd Arhiepiscopia si Biserica Ortodoxa
Roména in relatiile cu autoritatile bisericesti si
civile;

(I) Reprezintd Arhiepiscopia si Biserica Ortodoxa

Page 15



Orthodox Church in any dealings with ecclesias-
tical and civil authorities;

(I)  to represent the Archdiocese and the Romanian
Orthodox Church in Pan-Orthodox councils,
meetings and assemblies and to promote and fos-
ter harmony and cooperation among all Ortho-
dox Christians;

(m) to Coordinate participation in Intra-Christian
and inter-religious activities;
(n) to distribute Holy Myron to the parishes;

(o) to submit relevant decisions of the Congress to
the Holy Synod for ratification.

(p) to participate in the meetings of the Holy Synod,
as well as of the National Church Assembly, and
to present a written report of the pastoral-mis-
sionary activity of the Archdiocese

ARTICLE 13.02. In order to assist in his responsibilities,
the Archbishop may have such Vicar (Auxiliary) Bishop(s)
as may be deemed necessary by the Archbishop, in con-
sultation with the Archdiocesan Council and the approval
of the Holy Synod. The procedure for his confirmation and
ordination to the rank of as Bishop is the same as that pro-
vided for the Archbishop, only that his installation is made
by the Archbishop. Such Vicar Bishop(s) enjoys the right of
honor appropriate to his rank and is, as the Archbishop, a
member of the Holy Synod.

ARTICLE 13.03. The Archbishop may appoint such other
Vicar(s) from among the monastic or priestly ranks as may
be necessary for the well-functioning of the Archdiocese
with the approval of the Archdiocesan Council. These shall
have qualifications appropriate to their rank and responsi-
bilities. Their duties shall be determined by the Archbish-

op.

ARTICLE 13.04. The Archbishop administers the affairs
of the Archdiocese in cooperation with the Archdiocesan
Congress and Archdiocesan Council.

ARTICLE 13.05. Upon the vacancy of the Archiepiscopal
throne, the Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church,
in his capacity as President of the Holy Synod, shall
appoint an hierarchical Locum Tenens who shall take care
of the spiritual and canonical affairs of the Archdiocese.
He shall, in cooperation with the Archdiocesan Council
and the other officers of the Archdiocese, attend to its reg-
ular administrative affairs. They shall take care to defer, if
at all possible, any decisions that would have a permanent
or long-term effect on the Archdiocese, leaving these to
the newly elected Archbishop to determine, and will limit
themselves to those matters of an ordinary or perfunctory
nature necessary for the continued well-being of the Arch-
diocese.

ARTICLE 13.06. Upon his nomination as Locum Tenens,
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Romana in consiliile, intalnirile si adunarile Pan-
Ortodoxe si promoveaza si sustine armonia si
cooperarea intre toti crestinii ortodocsi;
Coordoneaza participarea la activitatile inter-
crestine si inter-religioase;

(n) Dadruieste fiecarei parohii Sfantul Mir;

(o) Inainteazi Sfantului Sinod hotararile importante
ale Congresului spre confirmare.

(p) Participa la sedintele Sfantului Sinod, prezentand,
in scris, activitatea pastoral-misionard a Arhiepis-
copiei, precum si la sedintele Adundrii Nationale
Bisericesti.

(m)

ARTICOLUL 13.02. Pentru a fi ajutat la indeplinirea inda-
toririlor sale, Arhiepiscopul poate avea unul sau mai multi
Episcopi Vicari, dupa cum va socoti el necesar, in con-
sultare cu Consiliul Eparhial si cu aprobarea Sfantului
Sinod. Procedura pentru confirmarea si hirotonirea intru
Episcop este aceeasi ca si cea pentru Arhiepiscop, numai ca
instalarea lui este ficutd de catre Arhiepiscop. Episcopul
Vicar se bucura de cinstea cuvenitd rangului sdu si este, ca
si Arhiepiscopul, membru al Sfantului Sinod. Episcopul
Vicar este propus de citre Arhiepiscop in consultare cu
Consiliul Eparhial.

ARTICOLUL 13.03. Arhiepiscopul, in consultare cu Con-
siliul Eparhial, poate numi si alti Vicari din randul
calugdrilor sau preotilor, dupa cum va socoti necesar, pen-
tru buna functionare a Arhiepiscopiei. Acestia vor avea
calificdrile necesare pentru rangul si indatoririle lor. Inda-
toririle lor vor fi hotaréte de catre Arhiepiscop.

ARTICOLUL 13.04. Arhiepiscopul administreaza treburile
Arhiepiscopiei in cooperare cu Congresul si Consiliul
Eparhial.

ARTICOLUL 13.05. In cazul vacantirii scaunului de
Arhiepiscop, Patriarhul Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, in cal-
itate de Presedinte al Sfantului Sinod, va numi un ierarh
Locum Tenens, care se va ingriji de treburile spirituale si
canonice ale Arhiepiscopiei. Acesta, in cooperare cu Con-
siliul Eparhial si celelalte persoane de raspundere ale
Arhiepiscopiei, se va ingriji de treburile administrative
obisnuite. Ei vor evita, dacd este posibil, sd ia hotarari cu
caracter permanent sau de lunga durata pentru Arhiepis-
copie, lasand acestea in seama noului Arhiepiscop ales si se
vor limita la chestiuni de ordin obisnuit, necesare pentru
continuarea bunului mers al Arhiepiscopiei.

ARTICOLUL 13.06. Dupa numirea sa ca Locum Tenens,
ierarhul respectiv va convoca o intalnire a Consiliului

Page 16



the responsible hierarch shall convene a meeting of the
Archdiocesan Council to determine the most efficacious
manner in which to expedite the election of the new Arch-
bishop. He shall, with the advice and consent of the Coun-
cil, nominate a Special Archiepiscopal Electoral Commis-
sion consisting of four (4) clergy members, with the hier-
archal Locum Tenens as President. This Commission shall:

(a) identify appropriate candidates for the office of
Archbishop, making their recommendations to
the Archdiocesan Council;

(b) with the approval of the Archdiocesan Council,
organize the Special Electoral Congress.

ARTICLE 13.07. The Archdiocesan Council shall approve
from among those candidates recommended by the Com-
mission at least two but preferably three candidates for the
office of Archbishop to appear on the ballot for the Special
Electoral Congress.

ARTICLE 13.08. Every effort shall be made to conduct the
election of the Archbishop within three months of the See
being declared vacant. The election shall be conducted as
organized by the Commission adhering to the provisions
of this Chapter as well as that of Chapter V above.

CHAPTER XIV — THE ARCHDIOCESAN
CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION

ARTICLE 14.01. The Archdiocesan Center, as the central
Chancery of the Archdiocese, is under the direct supervi-
sion of the Archbishop and the Archdiocesan Council,
including, but not limited to, staff and property. The Arch-
bishop shall be the chief executive officer of the Archdioce-
san Center, and shall administer the same in cooperation
with the Archdiocesan Council.

ARTICLE 14.02. The Archdiocesan Center includes the
Cathedral, the Archdiocesan Residence, and such other
ancillary buildings as presently or in the future may exist.
Title to all property is to be held in the corporate name of
the Archdiocese.

ARTICLE 14.03. In order to assist in the administration of
the Cathedral, the Archbishop may appoint, in consulta-
tion with the Council, a Board, with such officers and
members as may be needed. The Archbishop or his
designee shall be Chairman.

ARTICLE 14.04. The Archbishop may establish, with the
approval of the Congress, such Center(s) as might be nec-
essary for a Vicar Bishop(s). These would adhere to the
provisions of this Article excepting that the properties
would be administered by the respective Vicar Bishop in
consultation with the Archbishop and in cooperation with
the Archdiocesan Council.
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Eparhial pentru a hotdri modul cel mai eficient de grabire
a alegerii noului Arhiepiscop. El, la sfatul si cu con-
simtdmantul Consiliului, va numi o Comisie Eparhiald
Electorala Speciala, compusé din patru (4) clerici si avand
ca presedinte pe ierarhul Locum Tenens. Aceastd Comisie
va:

(a) identifica candidatii potriviti pentru rangul de
Arhiepiscop, recomandandu-i pe acestia Consi-
liului Eparhial;

(b) cu aprobarea Consiliului Eparhial, va organiza
Congresul Electoral Special.

ARrTIiCOLUL 13.07. Consiliul Eparhial va aproba dintre
candidatii recomandati de Comisie, cel putin doi dar de
preferintd trei candidati pentru postul de Arhiepiscop, care
vor apérea pe buletinele de vot pentru Congresul Electoral
Special.

ARTICOLUL 13.08. Se va face tot efortul posibil pentru ca
alegerea Arhiepiscopului sé aiba loc in decurs de trei luni
de la declararea Scaunului vacant. Alegerea se va desfasu-
ra dupd cum va fi stabilit de Comisie, potrivit celor din
acest Articol, precum si din capitolul V de mai sus.

CAPITOLUL XIV
ADMINISTRATIA CENTRALA EPARHIALA

ARTICOLUL 14.01. Centrul Eparhial, in calitate de Cance-
larie centrald a Arhiepiscopiei, este sub directa supraveg-
here a Arhiepiscopului si a Consiliului Eparhial, incluzind,
dar fard a se limita la personal si proprietate. Arhiepisco-
pul este conducitorul Centrului Eparhial si il admin-
istreaza in cooperare cu Consiliul Eparhial.

ARTICOLUL 14.02. Centrul Eparhial include: Catedrala,
rezidenta eparhiala si alte cladiri auxiliare existente in
prezent sau care vor exista in viitor. Titlul proprietatii se
péstrazd sub numele de corporatie al Arhiepiscopiei.

ARTICOLUL 14.03. Arhiepiscopul, in consultare cu Con-
siliul, poate numi un Comitetcu persoane de raspundere si
personal dupa trebuinta, pentru a ajuta la administrarea
Catedralei. Arhiepiscopul, sau cel desemnat de acesta, va fi
Presedinte.

ARTICOLUL 14.04. Arhiepiscopul, cu aprobarea Congre-
sului, poate stabili centre pentru Episcopi Vicari, potrivit
necesitatilor. Acestia vor respecta prevederile acestui capi-
tol, cu exceptia ca administrarea proprietitilor va fi faicuta
de respectivul Episcop Vicar, in consultare cu Arhiepisco-
pul si in cooperare cu Consiliul Eparhial.
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CHAPTER XV
THE ARCHDIOCESAN CONGRESS

ARTICLE 15.01. The Archdiocese shall hold a Congress
biennially, convened by the Archbishop, or in special ses-
sion as he may determine. The location and dates of the
Congress shall be determined by the Archbishop in con-
sultation with the Council.

ARTICLE 15.02. Except for dogmatic and canonical mat-
ters, the Congress is concerned with all other matters
which affect the life, mission, growth and unity of the
Archdiocese and especially the uniform administration of
the Deaneries and the Parishes. It is also concerned with
the educational programs, financial programs and philan-
thropic concerns of the Archdiocese as well as the partici-
pation and role of the Archdiocese in the life of the nations
in which the Archdiocese is found.

ARTICLE 15.03. The Congress is the deliberative instru-
ment of governance of the Archdiocese. As such it shall:

(a) Review and approve the Reports of the Archdio-
cese prepared by the Archbishop and the Arch-
diocesan Council;

(b) Review and approve the Financial Reports and
Budgets of the Archdiocese;

(c) Deliberate and decide issues presented it by the
Archdiocesan Council;

(d) Elect, according to the provisions of these
Statutes, the members of the Archdiocesan
Council and the Archdiocesan Spiritual Court;

(e) Approve the purchase or sale of the real proper-
ty of the Archdiocese;

(f) Upon the recommendation of the Council, ap-
prove the delimitation of deaneries and parishes;

(g) Consistent with the provisions of Article 15.02,
above, the Congress makes such other decisions
as it may deem appropriate for the well-being of
the Archdiocese.

ARTICLE 15.04. The President of the Congress shall be the
Archbishop.

ARTICLE 15.05. The Congress is comprised of the Arch-
bishop, Vicar Bishop(s), the administrative Vicar(s) of the
Archdiocese, two (2) representatives from each Archdioce-
san institution, two (2) representatives from each
monastery, and the parish priest and two (2) lay represen-
tatives from each parish or mission in the Archdiocese,
and all clergy of the Archdiocese, including those of the
Eparchial Center.

ARTICLE 15.06. The lay delegates to the Congress are
elected by the parish by the same procedure as the election
of Parish Council Members enumerated in Chapter
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CAPITOLUL XV
CONGRESUL EPARHIAL

ARTICOLUL 15.01. Arhiepiscopia va tine un Congres la
fiecare doi ani, convocat de Arhiepiscop, sau in sesiune
speciald, dupa cum va hotéri acesta. Locul si data Congre-
sului vor fi hotarate de Arhiepiscop in consultare cu Con-
siliul.

ARTICOLUL 15.02. Cu exceptia chestiunilor de ordin dog-
matic si canonic, Congresul se preocupi de toate celelalte
probleme care se refera la viata, misiunea, progresul si uni-
tatea Arhiepiscopiei si, mai ales, administrarea uniforma a
Protopopiatelor si Parohiilor. Se preocupa de asemenea de
programele de educatie, financiare si filantropice ale
Arhiepiscopiei, precum si de participarea si rolul Arhiepis-
copiei in viata poporului in care se gaseste Arhiepiscopia.

ARTICOLUL 15.03. Congresul este organul deliberativ de
conducere a Arhiepiscopiei. In aceasti calitate, Congresul
va:

(a) Revizui si aproba rapoartele Arhiepiscopiei,
pregdtite de Arhiepiscop si de Consiliul Eparhial;

(b) Revizui si aproba rapoartele financiare si de buget
ale Arhiepiscopiei.

(c) Dezbate si hotéri problemele prezentate de Con-
siliul Eparhial;

(d) Alege, potrivit prevederilor acestui Statut, pe
membrii Consiliului Eparhial si ai Consistoriului
Spiritual Eparhial;

(e) Aproba cumpararea sau vanzarea proprietétilor
Arhiepiscopiei;

(f) Aproba, la recomandarea Consiliului, delimitarea
protopopiatelor si parohiilor;

(g) Corespunzator prevederilor Articolului 15.02 de
mai sus, Congresul va lua si alte hotédrari pe care
le va gasi potrivite pentru bunul mers al Arhiepis-
copiei.

ARTICOLUL 15.04. Presedintele Congresului este Arhie-
piscopul.

ARTICOLUL 15.05. Congresul se compune din Arhiepis-
cop, Episcop(i) Vicar(i), Vicar(i) Administrativ(i) ai
Arhiepiscopiei, doi (2) reprezentanti de la fiecare institutie
Eparhiala, doi (2) reprezentanti de la fiecare ménistire,
preotul paroh si doi (2) reprezentanti laici de la fiecare
parohie sau misiune a Arhiepiscopiei, §i toti clericii
Arhiepiscopiei, inclusiv cei de la Centrul Eparhial.

ARTICOLUL 15.06. Delegatii laici la Congres sunt alesi de
cdtre parohie, urmand aceeasi procedura ca si aceea pen-

tru alegerea membrilor Consiliului Parohial, enuntati in
capitolul XXXII de mai jos, pentru un termen de doi (2)
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XXXII, below, for a two (2) year term. The Parish may elect
at the same time one or more alternate delegates to repre-
sent the Parish should the elected delegate(s) be unable to
attend the Congress.

ARTICLE 15.07. Each Delegate to the Congress shall be in
good standing in a Parish as described in these Statutes,
Chapter XXV, Article 25.01, Article 25,02, and Article
25.04.

ARTICLE 15.08. Persons elected as delegates to the Arch-
diocesan Congress shall receive from their respective
Parish, as evidence of their proper election, a mandate
completed as follows:

MANDATE

We, the Parish of (Name of Parish) located in (City and
State/Province) certify that (Name of Delegate) was elect-
ed at the Parish General Assembly held on (Date of Elec-
tion) in conformity with Chapter XXXII of the Statutes of
the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas as
a lay delegate from our parish to the Archdiocesan Con-
gress, for a period of two years, from (Beginning of Term)
to (End of Term) for which we have issued this mandate.
As such (he or she) is authorized to take part in the debates
and vote on behalf of our parish in this Congress toward
the well-being of our Holy Archdiocese and our Church.

The Mandate shall be signed and dated by the Parish Priest
and the Secretary of the Parish General Assembly and shall
bear the Seal of the Parish.

ARTICLE 15.09. If an elected parish delegate is unable to
perform his or her duties, or the seat becomes otherwise
vacant as described in the provisions of Chapter XXI, Arti-
cle 21.05 above, the vacancy shall be filled for the remain-
der of the term at the next parish general assembly. If a
vacancy cannot be filled before the next regular or special
Congress session, the Parish Council may elected to fill the
seat temporarily from among the parishioners in good
standing on the rolls of the parish for one Congress ses-
sion. The parish shall provide the temporary delegate with
a Mandate using the above formula except that it shall be
signed by the Parish Priest, and the President and Secre-
tary of the Parish Council. If the parish has elected alter-
nate delegates, the Parish Council shall decide which
among those elected shall represent the parish, providing
same with a Mandate.

ARTICLE 15.10. Challenges to the election of any delegate
shall be lodged in conformity with the provisions of Chap-
ter XXXII, Article 32.08 below.

ARTICLE 15.11. Once the parishes have chosen their del-
egates according to the provisions of Chapter XXXIII, the
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ani. Parohia poate alege totodatd unul sau mai multi dele-
gati supleanti, pentru a reprezenta parohia in cazul in care
delegatii alesi nu pot participa la Congres.

ARTICOLUL 15.07. Fiecare delegat la Congres va fi mem-
bru cu drept de vot in parohie, precum este descris in acest
Statut, capitolul XXV, articolul 25.01, articolul 25.02 si arti-
colul 25.04.

ARTICOLUL 15.08. Persoanele alese ca delegatila Congre-
sul Eparhial vor primi din partea parohiei respective, ca
dovadai cd au fost alesi in mod corespunzator, un mandat
completat, precum urmeaza:

MANDAT

Noi, parohia (numele), situatd in (orasul si statul/provin-
cia), adeverim ca (numele delegatului) a fost ales, in cadrul
Adunirii Generale Anuale, tinuta la (data alegerii), con-
form capitolului XXXII din Statutul Arhiepiscopiei Orto-
doxe Romane din cele doud Americi, delegat mirean de la
parohia noastra la Congresul Eparhial, pentru o perioada
de doi ani, de la (inceputul termenului) pana la (sfarsitul
termenului), drept pentru care am emis acest mandat. Ca
urmare, (el sau ea) este autorizat(d) s participe la dezba-
teri si sé voteze, in numele parohiei noastre, la acest Con-
gres, pentru bunastarea Sfintei noastre Arhiepiscopii si
Biserici.

Mandatul va fi semnat si datat de preotul paroh si de secre-
tarul Adunarii Parohiale Generale si va purta stampila
parohiei.

ARTICOLUL 15.09. In cazul in care un delegat ales nu-si
poate indeplini indatoririle, sau daca postul devine vacant,
precum se descrie in prevederile capitolului XXI, articolul
21.05 de mai sus, postul vacant se va ocupa, pentru ter-
menul rdmas, la urmatoarea adunare parohiald generala.
Daci postul nu poate fi ocupat inainte de sesiunea nor-
mala sau speciald a Congresului, Consiliul Parohial poate
alege pe cineva dintre parohienii cu drept de vot, pentru o
sesiune a Congresului. Parohia va trimite un delegat tem-
porar cu un Mandat, folosind forma de mai sus, cu
exceptia ca acesta va fi semnat de catre Preotul Paroh,
Presedintele si Secretarul Consiliului Parohial. Dacé paro-
hia a ales membri supleanti, Consiliul Parohial va hotari
care dintre cei alesi va reprezenta parohia, punindu-le la
dispozitie acelasi Mandat.

ArTICOLUL 15.10. Contestatiile privitoare la oricare din-
tre delegati vor fi inaintate conform prevederilor capitolu-
lui XXXTI, articolul 32.08 de mai jos.

ARTICOLUL 15.11. Odata ce parohiile au ales delegatii
potrivit prevederilor capitolului XXXIII, Arhiepiscopul,
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Archbishop, or, in case of the vacancy of the See, the
Locum Tenens with the approval of the Archdiocesan
Council, may convene the Archdiocesan Congress with fif-
teen (15) days notice given by post or electronic media.

ARTICLE 15.12. Each Congress will open with the celebra-
tion of the Divine Liturgy, calling upon the Holy Spirit to
enlighten and bless its work. After the conclusion of the
Divine Liturgy the President of the Congress will open the
session. The preferred location for the Congress sessions is
the Church proper, however other suitable locations may
be employed as the need may arise.

ARTICLE 15.13. At the first meeting of the Congress fol-
lowing the election all delegates shall present their Man-
dates to the Secretary of the Archdiocesan Council who
will have prepared a delegate list according to the elections
results reported by the parishes to the Archdiocese. The
President of the Congress then shall name a Credentials
Commission of two senior clergy and one lay person
chaired by the Secretary of the Archdiocesan Council to
verify the Mandates of the Parish Delegates. The Congress
is legally constituted once a majority of the Parishes are
represented by at least one delegate whose Credentials
have been validated.

ARTICLE 15.14. Once the Congress has been constituted,
the President shall nominate for approval by the Congress
from among the ranks of the Delegates a Secretariat, a
Nominations Commission, a permanent Credentials
Commission, and such other permanent commissions as
may be deemed necessary for the proper functioning of
the Congress for the two (2) year term of the Congress. All
challenges contesting the validity of a Mandate shall be
addressed to this Credentials Commission which shall
present its recommendation to the Congress for final adju-
dication. Delegates whose credentials have been chal-
lenged retain the full rights of a delegate pending the
results of this adjudication.

ARTICLE 15.15. The Congress may discipline any delegate
for cause, including removing said delegate from office.

ARTICLE 15.16. The Archdiocesan Council is charged with
preparing the Congress agenda. Any parish that wishes for
a matter to be brought before the Congress should submit
its request to the Archdiocese Council in sufficient time
for it to be considered for the agenda.

ARTICLE 15.17. All decisions of the Congress must be
approved by the Archbishop before they shall go into
effect, except those also in need of the approval of the Holy
Synod, namely, the ratification of the election of the Arch-
bishop and amendment to these Statutes pursuant to the
provisions of Chapter XI, Article 11.03.

ARTICLE 15.18. Following approval, the decisions must be
faithfully and firmly adhered to by the Deaneries and all

Statutes of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas

sau in cazul in care Scaunul este vacant, Locum Tenens, cu
aprobarea Consiliului Eparhial, poate si convoace Con-
gresul Eparhial, ddnd un preaviz postal sau prin posti elec-
tronica de cincisprezece (15) zile.

ARTICOLUL 15.12. Fiecare Congres se va deschide cu
savarsirea Sfintei Liturghii, invocaind Duhul Sfant si
lumineze si s binecuvinteze lucrarile sale. Dupa Sfanta
Liturghie, Presedintele Congresului va deschide sesiunea.
Locul preferat pentru sesiunile Congresului este biserica,
dar se pot folosi si alte locatii, dupa nevoie.

ARTICOLUL 15.13. La prima intélnire a Congresului, dupa
alegeri, toti delegatii isi vor prezenta mandatele Secretaru-
lui Consiliului Eparhial, care va avea pregatitd lista dele-
gatilor, potrivit rezultatelor alegerilor raportate de parohi-
ile Arhiepiscopiei. Presedintele Congresului va numi o
Comisie de Atestare compusé din doi clerici cu experientd
si un laic, sub conducerea Secretarului Eparhial, care sa
verifice mandatele delegatilor de la parohii. Congresul este
legal constituit odata ce se stabileste cd majoritatea parohi-
ilor sunt reprezentate de cel putin un delegat, al carui doc-
ument de atestare a fost validat.

ARTICOLUL 15.14. Odatd ce Congresul s-a constituit,
Presedintele va numi, spre aprobarea Congresului, din ran-
dul delegatilor, un Secretariat, o Comisie de Numire, o
Comisie Permanentd de Atestare, precum si alte comisii
permanente cerute de necesitéti, pentru buna functionare
a Congresului, pentru termenul de doi (2) ani ai Congre-
sului. Toate contestatiile privind validitatea mandatelor vor
fi adresate acestei Comisii de Atestare, care va prezenta
recomandarile sale Congresului pentru pronuntarea finala.
Delegatii a caror atestare a fost contestata isi vor pastra
drepturile depline de delegati pand la rezultatele acestei
pronuntdri.

ARTICOLUL 15.15. Congresul poate pedepsi pe orice dele-
gat pentru o abatere, inclusiv cu indepértarea din functie.

ARTICOLUL 15.16. Consiliul Eparhial este insdrcinat cu
pregitirea agendei Congresului. Orice parohie care doreste
sd pund o problema in discutie la Congres trebuie sa-si
inainteze cererea Consiliului Eparhial in timp util pentru
a fl inclusa in agenda.

ARTICOLUL 15.17. Toate hotararile Congresului trebuie sa
fie aprobate de cétre Arhiepiscop inainte ca ele sa intre in
vigoare, cu exceptia celor care trebuie sé fie de asemenea
aprobate de catre Sfantul Sinod, adici, ratificarea alegerii
Arhiepiscopului si amendarea acestui Statut, potrivit pre-
vederilor capitolului XI, articolul 11.03.

ARTICOLUL 15.18. Dupa aprobarea lor, hotérérile trebuie
urmate cu credinciosie si fermitate de Protopopiate si toate

Page 20



Parishes, whether or not they were represented at the Con-
gress and regardless of whether they voted with the minor-
ity or abstained.

ARTICLE 15.19. A quorum consists of a majority of the
Parishes of the Archdiocese present and represented by
one or more validly credentialed Delegates.

ARTICLE 15.20. A consensus or a majority vote of the Del-
egates present and voting shall be required in order to
adopt any proposals before the Congress, as provided for
in Part VI of these Statues, except as may be otherwise
specified in these Statutes.

CHAPTER XVI
THE ARCHDIOCESAN (EPARCHIAL) COUNCIL

ARTICLE 16.01. In the first session of its biennial cycle,
the Congress shall elect from among its members and with
the approval of the Archbishop, four (4) clergy and eight
(8) lay persons to serve on the Archdiocesan Council. The
Nominating Commission shall be charged with proposing
to the Congress qualified persons for election to the Arch-
diocesan Council. In its recommendations the Nominating
Commission shall attempt to balance representation by
region, gender, and age.

ARTICLE 16.02. The Council shall be composed of:

(a) The Archbishop as President.

(b) The Hierarchal Vicar as Vice President.

(c) The Administrative Vicar(s).

(d) The Deans.

(e) A Secretary nominated by the Archbishop from
among the Council members and ratified by the
Council.

(f) Two Treasurers, one for the United States of
America and one for Canada, nominated by the
Archbishop from among the members of the
Council and ratified by the Council.

(g) Four (4) clergy elected by the Congress.

(h) Eight (8) laity elected by the Congress.

(i) The President of the Ladies’ auxiliary (AROLA).

(j)  The President of the Youth organization (ROYA).

ARTICLE 16.03. All lay members of the Council shall be
in good standing in a Parish as described in Article 25.02
below.

ARTICLE 16.04. The members of the Council, excepting
ex officio members, shall serve for a term of two (2) years
beginning at the conclusion of the Congress at which they
were elected until the conclusion of the Congress at which
the new Archdiocesan Council is elected, or until their
successors shall be elected, whichever is later.

ARTICLE 16.05. Each member of the Council shall sign a
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parohiile, fie ca au fost sau nu reprezentate la Congres si
indiferent daca au votat cu minoritatea sau s-au abtinut.

ARTICOLUL 15.19. Cvorumul se constituie prin con-
statarea participdrii majoritétii parohiilor, cu cel putin un
reprezentant.

ARTICOLUL 15.20. Pentru a adopta orice propuneri la
Congres, este nevoie de un consens sau o majoritate de
voturi a delegatilor prezenti si cu drept de vot, precum se
prevede in Partea a VI-a a acestui Statut, cu exceptia
cazurilor altfel precizate de acest Statut.

CAPITOLUL XVI
CONSILIUL EPARHIAL

ARTICOLUL 16.01. In prima sesiune a ciclului siu bienal,
Congresul va alege dintre membrii sdi si cu aprobarea
Arhiepiscopului, patru (4) clerici si opt (8) mireni ca mem-
bri ai Consiliului Eparhial. Comisia de Numire va fi insér-
cinatd sd propund Congresului persoanele calificate pentru
a fi alese in Consiliul Eparhial. In recomandarile ei,
Comisia de Numire va incerca sa echilibreze reprezentarea
pe zone, gen si varsta.

ARTICOLUL 16.02. Consiliul va fi compus din:

(a) Arhiepiscop in calitate de Presedinte.

(b) Episcop Vicar ca Vice Presedinte.

(c) Vicar (Vicari) administrativ(i).

(d) Protopopi.

(e) Un Secretar numit de Arhiepiscop dintre mem-
brii Consiliului si aprobat de Consiliu.

(f) Doi Casieri, unul pentru Statele Unite ale
Americii si unul pentru Canada, numiti de
Arhiepiscop dintre membrii Consiliului si
aprobati de Consiliu.

(g) Patru (4) clerici alesi de Congres.

(h) Opt (8) laici alesi de Congres.

(i) Presedinta Asociatiei Doamnelor (AROLA).

(j)  Presedintele Organizatiei de Tineret (ROYA).

ARTICOLUL 16.03. Toti membri mireni ai Consiliului tre-
buie sd fie membri in bund randuiald, precum este pre-
vazut mai jos in articolul 25.02.

ARTICOLUL 16.04. Membrii Consiliului, cu exceptia celor
din oficiu (ex officio), sunt alesi pe un termen de doi (2)
ani, incepand cu sfarsitul Congresului la care au fost alesi,
pana la sfarsitul Congresului la care se va alege un nou
Consiliu Eparhial, sau pand cand succesorii lor sunt alesi,

oricare are loc mai tarziu.
ARTICOLUL 16.05. Fiecare membru al Consiliului va
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copy of the Archdiocese’s Conflict of Interest Policy adopt-
ed by the Council.

ARTICLE 16.06. No proxies shall be permitted.

ARTICLE 16.07. Any member of the Council may be sus-
pended or dismissed by the Archbishop with the majority
consent of the other members of the Council if that mem-
ber is absent without cause from two (2) consecutive meet-
ings of the Council, engages in conduct unbecoming a
member of the Council or inconsistent with the directives
and objectives of the Council, or is not in good standing in
his/her Parish as specified in Article 25.02 below.

ARTICLE 16.08. In the event of the resignation, or inca-
pacity of any member of the Council to serve for any rea-
son, the Archbishop may nominate a successor for the
Council’s approval to serve for the unexpired term.

ARTICLE 16.09. The Council shall have the following
Officers:

(a) PRESIDENT. The Archbishop is the President and
Chairman and presiding officer of the Council.
He convenes meetings of the Council or of any
Standing or Special Committee as he may deem
necessary or appropriate. He may also designate
another person as the presiding officer of the
meetings.

(b) Vice PRESIDENT. The Archbishop shall desig-
nate an Hierarchical or administrative Vicar to
serve as Vice President. He may, as directed by
the Archbishop, preside at the meetings of the
Council and other Commissions or Committees.
The Vice President shall serve as the Corporate
Vice President of the Archdiocese with such
authority and powers as are provided for under
applicable civil law. The Vice President shall also
undertake such other responsibilities as may be
assigned by the President.

(c) SECRETARY. The Secretary shall be responsible
for the maintenance and distribution to the prop-
er parties of the minutes of all meetings of the
Council, Commissions, Committees, and of the
Congress. He shall serve as Corporate Secretary
of the Archdiocese with such authority and pow-
ers as are provided for under applicable civil law.

(d) TREASURERS. There shall be two (2) Treasurers
of the Archdiocese, chosen from among the
members of the Council at the Archbishop’s
nomination and the Council’s approval, one with
responsibility for the accounts in the United
States of America and one with responsibility for
the accounts in Canada. The Treasurers shall also

Statutes of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas

semna o copie a documentului de Conflict de Interes
adoptat de Consiliu.

ARTICOLUL 16.06. Nu vor fi permise imputernicirile.

ARTICOLUL 16.07. Orice membru al Consiliului poate fi
suspendat sau destituit de catre Arhiepiscop, cu con-
simtamantul majoritatii celorlalti membri ai Consiliului,
daca respectivul membru: absenteaza fara motiv de la doud
(2) sedinte consecutive ale Consiliului, are o conduitd
necorespunzatoare unui membru al Consiliului sau nu
urmeaza directivele si obiectivele Consiliului, sau nu este
membru in bund randuiala al parohiei lui/ei, dupa cum se
precizeazd mai jos in articolul 25.02.

ARTICOLUL 16.08. In caz de demisie sau imposibilitate
de participare a unui membru al Consiliului, indiferent de
motiv, Arhiepiscopul poate nominaliza un succesor, spre
aprobarea Consiliului, pentru a continua pe durata ter-
menului neexpirat.

ARTICOLUL 16.09. Consiliul va avea urmatorii oficiali:

(a) PRESEDINTE. Arhiepiscopul este Presedintele
care prezideazd Consiliul. El convoaci, dupa cum
crede necesar sau potrivit, sedintele Consiliului
sau ale oricarui alt Comitet Constituit sau Spe-
cial. El poate de asemenea sa desemneze o altd
persoana care sd prezideze sedintele.

(b) VICEPRESEDINTELE. Arhiepiscopul va desemna
pe un Vicar lerarh sau administrativ ca
Vicepresedinte. Acesta poate, dupd indrumarea
Arhiepiscopului, sé prezideze sedintele Consiliu-
lui si ale altor Comisii si Comitete. Vicepresedin-
tele va functiona ca si Vicepresedinte al Cor-
poratiei Arhiepiscopiei cu autoritatea si drep-
turile acordate lui in limitele legii civile.
Vicepresedintele va avea si alte raspunderi ran-
duite de Presedinte.

(c) SECRETARUL. Secretarul va fi raspunzator cu
mentinerea si distribuirea la cei indreptétiti a
proceselor verbale ale Consiliului, Comisiilor,
Comitetelor si Congresului. El va functiona ca
Secretarul Arhiepiscopiei cu autoritatea si drep-
turile acordate lui in limitele legii civile.

(d) CasierilL Vor fidoi (2) casieri ai Arhiepiscopiei,
alesi dintre membrii Consiliului, la numirea
Arhiepiscopului si cu aprobarea Consiliului, unul
raspunzitor pentru conturile din Statele Unite ale
Americii si unul pentru conturile din Canada.
Fiecare din ei va functiona in calitate de Casier
institutional al Arhiepiscopiei pentru tara respec-
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(e)

serve as the Corporate Treasurer of the Archdio-
cese for the respective nation, with such author-
ity and powers as are provided for under applica-
ble civil law.

DIRECTORS. The members of the Council shall
be the Directors of the Corporate entity of the
Archdiocese as may be required by applicable
civil law.

ARTICLE 16.10. Purpose and Duties.

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

(g)

(h)

(@)

(k)

The Council is the Executive body of the Arch-
diocese and as such it is advisory and consulta-
tive to the Archbishop.

Except for doctrinal and canonical matters, it is
concerned with matters and issues that affect the
life, growth and unity of the Archdiocese and
takes such decisions thereon as are required.
Together with the Archbishop, it is concerned
with and oversees the ministries, institutions and
financial affairs of the Archdiocese.

It prepares the agenda of the Archdiocesan Con-
gress, proposing to it such actions and decisions
as may be necessary.

Together with the Archbishop, the Finance Com-
mittee and the appropriate heads of the depart-
ments of the Archdiocese, it prepares the pro-
posed Budget for recommendation to the Con-
gress.

The Council interprets and implements the deci-
sions of the Congress.

It reviews all matters of a temporal and financial
nature concerning the Archdiocese. In doing so,
it analyzes, studies and proposes plans and proce-
dures responding to the issues presented it. It may
choose to resolve directly those matters within its
competency, or, as may be appropriate, refer mat-
ters to such standing or ad hoc committees for
further study, or to the Congress for final dispo-
sition.

It concerns itself with such issues as may from
time to time be presented to it by the Archbishop,
the Congress, the various Deanery bodies, or
other Commissions and Committees of the Arch-
diocese.

It may retain such outside professionals and
experts as it may deem necessary to assist it in its
duties.

It reviews and ratifies the decisions of the Arch-
bishop with regard to the ordination of the cler-
gy and the appointment and transfer of clergy,
according to the provisions of these Statutes.

It oversees matters concerning the organization
of the Chancery of the Archdiocese, establishing

(e)

tivd, cu autoritatea si drepturile cu care sunt
investiti, in limitele legii civile in vigoare.

DIRECTORII. Membrii Consiliului vor fi direc-
tori ai entitdtii institutionale a Arhiepiscopiei,
dupa cum cere legea civila in vigoare.

ARTICOLUL 16.10. Scopul si Indatoririle.

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

(g)

(h)

@)

()

(k)
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Consiliul este organul executiv al Arhiepiscopiei
si, ca atare, cel de recomandare i consultativ pen-
tru Arhiepiscop.

Cu exceptia problemelor doctrinare si canonice,
Consiliul se ocupé cu probleme si aspecte care
afecteazd viata, progresul si unitatea Arhiepis-
copiei si ia decizii in aceste situatii, dupd cum se
cer.

Impreuni cu Arhiepiscopul, se ocupi de si
supravegheazd departamentele, institutiile si tre-
burile financiare ale Arhiepiscopiei.

Pregateste agenda Congresului Eparhial, prop-
unand pentru aceasta actiunile si hotararile care
sunt necesare.

Impreuni cu Arhiepiscopul, cu Comitetul Finan-
ciar si cu factorii de rdspundere ai departa-
mentelor Arhiepiscopiei, pregateste si recomanda
bugetul pentru a fi propus Congresului.
Consiliul interpreteaza si pune in aplicare
hotararile Congresului.

Revizuieste toate problemele de ordin temporal
si financiar care privesc Arhiepiscopia. Astfel,
analizeazd, studiaza si recomanda planuri si pro-
ceduri, rdspunzidnd problemelor ce i-au fost
prezentate. Poate s rezolve aceste probleme in
mod direct, in limitele atributiilor sale, sau, dupa
cum considera potrivit, inainteaza problemele,
spre dezbatere, comitetelor deja constituite sau ad
hoc sau Congresului, pentru o decizie finala.

Se preocupd de diferite aspecte care-i sunt
prezentate din cAnd in cAnd de catre Arhiepiscop,
Congres, diverse departamente protopopesti sau
alte comisii si comitete ale Arhiepiscopiei.

Poate angaja specialisti si experti dinafara, pre-
cum socoteste necesar, pentru a fi ajutat in inda-
toririle sale.

Revizuieste si ratificd hotérarile Arhiepiscopului
privind hirotoniile de clerici, repartizarile si
transferurile de clerici, potrivit prevederilor aces-
tui Statut.

Supravegheazd problemele referitoare la organi-
zarea Cancelariei Arhiepiscopiei, stabilind
normele personalului respectiv, potrivit cerin-
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such personnel policies as may be required.

(I)  Following the action of the Congress to purchase
or sell real property, the Council shall be author-
ized to take all such actions as are necessary to
effect the decision.

(m) It shall recommend to the Congress the delimita-
tion of deaneries and parishes.
(n) When a case is brought to it by the Archbishop, it

shall adjudicate the discipline and/or removal of
Parish Council members according to the provi-
sions of Chapter XXXI, Article 31.06, including
the suspension and dissolution of the parish
council, in the case of serious abuses, and the
appointment of a provisional council to adminis-
ter the parish until a normal election can be held.

(o) Under extraordinary circumstances, the Council
may exercise the deliberative authority of the
Congress between Congress, subject to the ratifi-
cation of these decisions by the Congress in its
next session.

(p) Together with the Locum Tenens, it oversees the
administration of the Archdiocese upon the
vacancy of the Archiepiscopal throne and directs
the procedure for the election of the Archbishop
pursuant to the provisions of Chapter XII, Arti-
cles 13.05-13.08 above.

(@) The Council shall assist in the selection of a Vicar
Bishop(s) pursuant to the provisions Chapter
XIII, Article 13.02 above.

(r) If upon the two-thirds (%) vote of the Council it
shall be determined that the Archbishop has
become incapable of performing his duties as a
result of either physical or mental impairment,
the Council will address its concerns directly and
discretely to the Patriarch, in his capacity as Pres-
ident of the Holy Synod, for consideration.

ARTICLE 16.11. Regular meetings of the Council shall be
held at least twice a year as decided by the Archbishop in
consultation with the members of the Council. Addition-
al meetings may be called by the Archbishop or a majori-
ty of the members of the Council.

ARTICLE 16.12. Minutes of the meetings of the Council
shall be distributed by the Secretary to the members with-
in thirty (30) days of the meeting. Matters pertaining to
personnel or to litigation may be edited from the minutes.

ARTICLE 16.13. The Council may establish such standing
and ad hoc Committees and Commissions as it shall deem
necessary for the proper functioning of the Archdiocese.
The Archbishop shall appoint the Chair and membership
of such Committees and Commissions, with the approval
of the Council, and is himself ex officio a member of all
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telor.

(I) Caurmare a hotararii Congresului de a cumpara
sauavinde proprietati (averi imobiliare), Consil-
iul va fi autorizat sa ia toate masurile necesare
pentru ducerea la indeplinire a acestei decizii.

(m) Va recomanda Congresului delimitdrile pro-
topopiatelor si parohiilor.
(n) Cand i se prezintd un caz (situatie) de catre

Arhiepiscop, va hotari disciplinarea si/sau inde-
pértarea membrilor Consiliului Parohial, potri-
vit prevederilor capitolului XXXI, articolul 31.06,
inclusiv suspendarea si dizolvarea Consiliului
parohial, in caz de abateri serioase si numirea
unui Consiliu provizoriu ca sd administreze paro-
hia pana cand se pot tine alegeri normale.

(o) 1In imprejurari de exceptie, Consiliul poate avea
un rol deliberativ, intre Congrese, urméind ca
acele decizii sd fie aprobate de Congres in proxi-
ma sesiune.

(p) Impreuna cu Locum Tenens, supravegheazi
administrarea Arhiepiscopiei, in urma vacantarii
Scaunului de Arhiepiscop si coordoneaza proce-
dura de alegere a Arhiepiscopului, conform pre-
vederilor capitolului XII, articolele 13.05-13.08 de
mai sus.

(q) Consiliul va ajuta la alegerea unui Episcop Vicar,
conform prevederilor capitolului XIII, articolul
13.02 de mai sus.

(r) Daca votul a doua treimi (%) al Consiliului
Eparhial va stabili cd Arhiepiscopul a devenit
incapabil sd-si ducd la indeplinire indatoririle, ca
rezultat al unui impediment fizic sau mental,
Consiliul va face cunoscute ingrijorarile sale, in
mod direct si discret, Patriarhului, in calitate de
Presedinte al Sfantului Sinod, spre evaluare.

ARTICOLUL 16.11. Sedintele obisnuite ale Consiliului se
vor tine cel putin de doud ori pe an, dupa cum hotéraste
Arhiepiscopul in consultare cu membrii Consiliului.
Sedinte suplimentare pot fi convocate de catre Arhiepis-
cop sau majoritatea membrilor Consiliului.

ARTICOLUL 16.12. Procesele verbale ale sedintelor Con-
siliului vor fi distribuite membrilor de cétre Secretar in ter-
men de treizeci (30) de zile dupa sedintd. Aspectele
referitoare la personal sau litigii pot fi omise din pro-
cesele verbale.

ARrTICOLUL 16.13. Consiliul poate stabili comitete si
comisii ad-hoc, dupd cum crede necesar, pentru buna
functionare a Arhiepiscopiei. Arhiepiscopul va numi pe
presedintele si pe membrii acestor comitete si comisii, cu
aprobarea Consiliului, iar el este, ex officio, membru al
acestor organe. Secretarul Consiliului Eparhial, din
insdrcinarea Arhiepiscopului, va supraveghea lucrarile
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such bodies. The Secretary of the Archdiocesan Council, acestor comitete si comisii, asigurand functionarea lor la
shall, as directed by the Archbishop, oversee the work of timp si in ordine si ficind cunoscute hotérarile si reco-
these Committees and Commissions, ensuring their time- mandarile luate de acestea.

ly and orderly operation and the proper disposition of such

actions and recommendations as may emanate from them.
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PART THREE
THE DEANERY

CHAPTER XVII
DUTY AND RIGHTS OF THE DEANERY

ARTICLE 17.01. The Deanery is a grouping of parishes
headed by a dean, according to their location and circum-
stances. The Archbishop shall propose the delimitation of
the various Deaneries to the Archdiocesan Council for its
consideration and approval, for final ratification by the
Congress.

CHAPTER XVIII
THE DEAN

ARTICLE 18.01. A candidate for the office of Dean must be
a graduate of an academically accredited Orthodox school
of theology and have at least five years of practical pastoral
experience. He serves by appointment of and under the
discipline of the Archbishop, however, the Archbishop
shall seek the advice of the other Deans and the Arch-
diocesan Council when making a new appointment.

ARTICLE 18.02. As a normal course of affairs, the Dean
shall govern the affairs of the Deanery together with the
Deanery Assembly.

ARTICLE 18.03. The Dean shall:

(a) Inspect annually, or as may be necessary, the
parishes of the Deanery, including the church
building, furnishings, registers, archives, library,
and the like. He shall also review the financial sit-
uation of the parish as well as the spiritual well-
being of the community. He shall forward a copy
of his report to the Parish for their records as well
as to the Archbishop and the Archdiocesan
Council.

(b) Oversee and direct the pastoral, cultural, and
general social activity of the Deanery clergy.

(c) Ensure that the parishes of the Deanery conform
to the decisions and directions of the Archdio-
cese in a timely fashion.

(d) Take care for the spiritual well-being of parishes
with clergy vacancies.

(e) Oversee and approve all Deanery clergy release
time and vacations communicating same to the
Archdiocesan Center.

(f) Propose temporary clergy assignments to the
Archbishop upon parish vacancies pending per-
manent appointments.

(g) Make a general report on the state of the Deanery
at the annual Deanery Assembly. This shall also
be forwarded to the Archbishop.
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PARTEA A TREIA
PROTOPOPIATUL

CAPITOLUL XVII — INDATORIRILE $I
DREPTURILE PROTOPOPIATULUI

ARTICOLUL 17.01. Protopopiatul este constituit dintr-un
grup de parohii conduse de un protopop, potrivit zonei si
altor circumstante. Arhiepiscopul va propune Consiliului
Eparhial sa ia in consideratie si sa aprobe delimitarea
diverselor Protopopiate ca apoi si fie ratificate de Congres.

CAPITOLUL XVIII
PROTOPOPUL

ARrTICOLUL 18.01. Candidatul pentru postul de Protopop
trebuie sé fie absolvent al unei scoli teologice ortodoxe cu
acreditare academica si sd aiba cel putin cinci ani de expe-
rientd pastorald. El este numit de Arhiepiscop si
functioneaza sub ascultarea Arhiepiscopului, insd, Arhie-
piscopul va cere sfatul celorlalti protopopi si al Consiliului
Eparhial cand face o noud numire.

ARTICOLUL 18.02.
lucrurilor, Protopopul va conduce treburile Protopopiatu-
lui impreuna cu Adunarea Propopopeasca.

Pentru o desfiasurare normala a

ARTICOLUL 18.03. Protopopul va:

(a) Inspecta anual, sau dupd cum crede de cuviinta,
parohiile Protopopiatului, inclusiv cladirea bise-
ricii, mobilierul, registrele, arhiva, biblioteca si
celelalte. De asemenea, el va revizui situatia
financiard a parohiei, precum si bunul mers spiri-
tual al comunitétii. El va inainta o copie a rapor-
tului sau parohiei respective, Arhiepiscopului si
Consiliului Eparhial.

(b) Supraveghea si indruma activitatea pastorala, cul-
turala si sociald a clerului Protopopiatului.

(c) Veghea ca parohiile Protopopiatului sd se con-
formeze la timp cu deciziile si directivele
Arhiepiscopiei.

(d) Ingriji de bunul mers spiritual al parohiilor cu
posturi vacante de clerici.

(e) Supraveghea si aproba toate invoirile si concedi-
ile clerului Protopopiatului si le va comunica
Centrului Eparhial.

(f) Recomanda Arhiepiscopului numiri temporare
de clerici ca urmare a posturilor vacante din
parohii, pand la numirile permanente.

(g) Intocmi un raport general despre starea Pro-
topopiatului la Adunarea Anuald a Protopopiat-
ului. Acesta va fi inaintat si Arhiepiscopului.
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CHAPTER XIX
THE DEANERY ASSEMBLY

ARTICLE 19.01. The Deanery Assembly is composed of
the parish priest, the first chanter, the president of the
parish council, the religious education director, the ladies’
auxiliary president and two (2) additional lay members
from each parish of the Deanery, elected by the parish by
the same procedure as the election of Parish Council
Members enumerated in Chapter XXXII. The Dean shall
be informed by the Parish Priest of those persons repre-
senting the parish in each category.

ARTICLE 19.02. The Dean is, by right, President of the
Deanery Assembly.

ARTICLE 19.03. At the first meeting of the Assembly in
the biennial cycle, each of the delegates will present them-
selves and their Credentials to the Credentials Commis-
sion composed of two of the senior clergy and one lay per-
son named by the Dean to verify the Credentials of the
Parish Delegates.

ARTICLE 19.04. Once the Deanery Assembly has been
constituted, the Dean shall nominate for approval by the
Assembly from among the ranks of the Assembly Dele-
gates a Secretary and a permanent Credentials Commis-
sion for the two year term of the Assembly. All challenges
contesting the validity of a delegate’s credentials shall be
addressed to this Credentials Commission which shall
present its recommendation to the Assembly for its adju-
dication. A challenge to the decision of the Assembly con-
cerning disputed credentials may be addressed to the
Archdiocesan Council within fourteen (14) working days.

ARTICLE 19.05. Matters that are in the competency of the
Deanery Assembly are the:

(a) Oversight of the administration of the ecclesias-
tical, social, and charitable activities of the Dean-
ery;

(b) Election of the members of the Deanery Consis-
tory, with the approval of the Archbishop;

(c) Promotion of the ecclesiastical, educative, social,
and economic affairs of the Deanery;

(d) Examination of the Deanery budget, made and
presented by the Dean;

(e) Examination of the annual administration of the
Deanery;

(f) Making of recommendations regarding the
founding or dissolution of parishes consistent
with the provisions of Chapters XXVII, XXIX,
and XXX.

(g) Allocation of dues for the needs of the Deanery.

ARTICLE 19.06. The Deanery Assembly is held biennial-
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CAPITOLUL XIX
ADUNAREA PROTOPOPEASCA

ARTICOLUL 19.01. Adunarea Protopopeasca se compune
din: preot, primul cantaret, presedintele Consiliului Paro-
hial, directorul educatiei religioase, presedinta Asociatiei
de Femei i doi (2) membri laici de la fiecare parohie a Pro-
topopiatului, alesi de catre parohie dupa aceeasi procedura
de alegere a membrilor Consiliului Parohial prevazuta in
capitolul XXXII. Protopopul va fi instiintat de preotul
paroh despre persoanele care reprezinta parohia pentru
fiecare categorie.

ARTICOLUL 19.02. Protopopul este Presedintele de drept
al Adunarii Protopopesti.

ARTICOLUL 19.03. La prima sedintd a Adundrii in ciclul
bienal, fiecare delegat se va prezenta, impreund cu
atestdrile sale, Comisiei de Atestdri, alcatuita din doi din-
tre preotii cu experientd si un laic numit de Protopop ca sa
verifice atestdrile delegatilor parohiilor.

ARTICOLUL 19.04. Odati ce s-a constituit Adunarea Pro-
topopeascd, protopopul va numi, spre aprobarea Adunarii,
din randurile delegatilor la Adunare, un secretar si o
Comisie Permanenta de Atestare pe termenul de doi ani
al Adundrii. Toate contestatiile validititii atestarii candi-
datilor vor fi adresate acestei Comisii de Atestare, care va
prezenta Adundrii recomandarile ei pentru decizia finala.
Contestarea hotararii Adunarii, privind atestarea disputatd
poate fi adresata Consiliului Eparhial in termen de
patrusprezece (14) zile lucratoare.

ARTICOLUL 19.05. Problemele care intrd in competenta
Adundrii Protopopesti sunt urmatoarele:

(a) Supravegherea administrarii activitétii bisericesti,
sociale si de caritate a Protopopiatului;

(b) Alegerea membrilor Consistoriului Protopopesc,
cu aprobarea Arhiepiscopului;

(c) Promovarea programelor bisericesti, edu-
cationale, sociale si economice ale Protopopiatu-

lui;

(d) Analizarea bugetului Protopopiatului intocmit si
prezentat de protopop;

(e) examinarea administrdrii anuale a Protopo-
piatului ;

(f) Inaintarea de recomandiri privind infiintarea sau
desfiintarea de parohii, potrivit prevederilor capi-
tolelor XX VII, XXIX si XXX de mai jos.

(g) Alocarea contributiilor pentru necesitétile Pro-
topopiatului.

ARTICOLUL 19.06. Adunarea Protopopeasca se tine
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ly, during the year in which the normal biennial Congress
is not held. It may also be called in extraordinary session,
if the Dean or half of the total membership requests it,
however, the approval of the Archdiocesan Council is
required in order to convene such an extraordinary
Assembly.

ARTICLE 19.07. The Dean shall convoke the Deanery
Assembly by written or electronic notice given at least
fourteen (14) working days prior to the date of the meeting.
Such notice shall also include the agenda of the meeting

ARTICLE 19.08. A meeting of the Deanery Assembly shall
require a majority of the Parishes of the Deanery to be rep-
resented by at least one delegate in order for decisions to be
considered valid. Meetings shall be conducted according to
the Procedures for Conducting Meetings, Part Six, of these
Statutes.

ARTICLE 19.09. Challenges to the decisions of the Dean-
ery Assembly may be addressed to the Archdiocesan
Council, but only if such challenge has been lodged at the
session itself and then addressed within fourteen (14)
working days to the Archdiocesan Office.

CHAPTER XX
THE DEANERY CONSISTORY

ARTICLE 20.01. The Deanery Consistory is the forum of
first instance for disciplinary judgment and adjudication
in the deanery. It consists of two (2) clergy and two (2) laity
elected for a two year term by the Deanery Assembly. The
Deans serves as its President. When the complaint is
against a clergyman, only clergy shall adjudicate.

ARTICLE 20.02. The Consistory is charged with oversee-
ing the implementation and execution within the Dean-
ery of the provisions of the Dispute Resolution Procedure
adopted by the Archdiocesan Council. Its decisions may
be appealed to the Archdiocesan Consistory as the forum
of second instance.

CHAPTER XXI
DEANERY CONFERENCES

ARTICLE 21.01. The Deanery Clergy Conference shall be
comprised of all the clergy of Deanery. Its purpose is to
serve the needs of the Deanery and the Archdiocese by
enhancing and promoting the mission of the Priests, their
diakonia (ministry), spiritual growth and development. A
meeting of the Deanery Clergy Conference shall be con-
vened at least once a year by the Dean.

ARTICLE 21.02. Similar conferences, with the same pur-
pose of spiritual and professional advancement, shall be
held by the chanters, the religious education personnel, the
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bienal, in anul in care Congresul bienal obisnuit nu are loc.
Mai poate fi convocata in sesiune extraordinara dacd pro-
topopul sau jumatate din numarul total al membrilor o cer,
insd, numai cu aprobarea Consiliului Eparhial.

ARTICOLUL 19.07. Protopopul va convoca Adunarea Pro-
topopeasca prin instiitare scrisd sau electronicd cu cel
putin paisprezece (14) zile lucratoare inainte de data sed-
intei. Aceastd instiintare va fi insotita de agenda intalnirii.

ARTICOLUL 19.08. Pentru a fi considerata validd, sedinta
Adunarii Protopopesti trebuie sd aiba reprezentarea
majoritatii parohiilor Protopopiatului de catre cel putin un
delegat. Sedintele vor fi conduse potrivit Procedurii Des-
fasurarii sedintelor, partea a cincea a acestui Statut.

ARTICOLUL 19.09. Contestarile hotararilor Adunarii Pro-
topopesti pot fi trimise Consiliului Eparhial, numai dacé o
astfel de contestare a fost facutd la sedinta respectiva si apoi
inaintata Cancelariei Eparhiale in termen de paisprezece
(14) zile lucratoare.

CAPITOLUL XX
CONSISTORIUL PROTOPOPESC

ARTICOLUL 20.01. Consistoriul Protopopesc este forul de
primd instantd pentru judecata si masurile disciplinare in
Protopopiat. El este alcétuit din doi (2) clerici si doi (2)
mireni, alesi pentru un termen de doi ani de catre
Adunarea Protopopeasca. Protopopul este presedintele lui.
Cand plangerea este indreptatd impotriva unui cleric,
numai clericii ancheteaza.

ARTICOLUL 20.02. Consistoriul este insarcinat cu
supravegherea punerii in aplicare §i executarea in cadrul
Protopopiatului a prevederilor Procedurii de Rezolvare a
Disputelor adoptate de Consiliul Eparhial. Hotararile ei
pot fi supuse spre recurs Consistoriului Eparhial, in calitate
de for al instantei superioare.

CAPITOLUL XXI
CONFERINTELE PROTOPOPIATULUI

ARTICOLUL 21.01. Conferinta preoteasca Protopopeasca
este constituitd din toti clericii Protopopiatului. Scopul ei
este de a satisface nevoile Protopopiatului si ale Arhiepis-
copiei prin imbunétatirea si promovarea misiunii, slujirii,
cresterii si dezvoltarii spirituale a preotilor. Sedinta Con-
ferintei preotesti a Protopopiatului va fi convocata cel
putin o datd pe an de catre Protopop.

ARTICOLUL 21.02. Conferinte similare, cu acelasi scop de
elevare spirituala si profesionald, vor fi organizate pentru
cantdreti, personalul educatiei religioase, organizatiile de
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youth organizations, and such other organizations and tineret, precum si alte organizatii si grupuri ale Pro-
groups of the Deanery as the Dean may think advisable. topopiatului dacd Protopopul gaseste de cuviintd. Aceste
These conferences should normally be held in conjunction  conferinte se organizeaza, in mod normal, concomitent cu
with the Deanery Assembly, but may be held at other times ~ Adunarea Protopopeascd, dar pot avea loc si in alte date,
as may be convenient. potrivit circumstantelor.
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PART FOUR
THE PARISH AND PARISH ORGANIZATION

CHAPTER XXII
THE PARISH

ARTICLE 22.01. The Parish is the local eucharistic com-
munity of the Church in a given locality, organized under
the jurisdiction of the Archdiocese, whose ecclesiastical
authority is its canonically consecrated Hierarch. Locally,
the Parish is headed by a canonically ordained and duly
appointed Priest in accordance with Article 24.02, below.
The assignment of such appointed Priest to the Parish shall
subject the Parish to the Statutes with the same force and
effect as if the same were formally approved and adopted
by the Parish.

ARTICLE 22.02. The aims and purposes of the Parish are
to preserve, practice and proclaim the Orthodox Christian
Faith pure and undefiled.

ARTICLE 22.03. Parishes shall be governed in accordance
with the holy canons, the Statutes promulgated hereunder,
and, as to canonical and ecclesiastical matters, by the deci-
sions of the Holy Synod and the Archbishop. The Parish
shall express the life of the Church in the local communi-
ty according to the Orthodox Christian faith and tradition,
sanctifying the faithful through the Divine Liturgy and the
holy Sacraments. It shall edify the religious and ethical life
of the faithful in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and
the decrees and canons of the holy Apostles and the Seven
Ecumenical Councils of the Church.

ARTICLE 22.04. The ministry of the Parish will include
proclaiming and teaching the Gospel in accordance with
the Orthodox Christian faith; sanctifying the faithful
through God’s grace in worship, the Divine Liturgy and
the other sacraments; enhancing its parishioners’ spiritu-
al life, and adding to the numbers of the faithful by receiv-
ing persons into the Church through instruction, baptism
and/or chrismation. In addition, the Parish shall establish
educational and philanthropic activities to foster the aims
and mission of the Parish and to edify its parishioners in
the faith and ethos of the Church. The Parish shall also
engage in such inter-Orthodox, ecumenical and interfaith
activities as are consistent with the policies of the Arch-
diocese.

ARTICLE 22.05. The Parish shall conform faithfully to the
worship, sacramental life, doctrines, canons and discipline
of the Church. It shall also adhere to the Archdiocesan
Statutes, and all Hierarchical encyclicals.

ARTICLE 22.06. Any non-conformance with the forego-
ing shall be dealt with in accordance with the provisions of
the Canons. The Archbishop, together with the Archdioce-
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PARTEA AIV-A
PAROHIA ST ORGANIZATIILE PAROHIALE

CAPITOLUL XXII
PAROHIA

ARTICOLUL 22.01. Parohia este comunitatea euharistica
locald a Bisericii dintr-o anumitd localitate, organizatd sub
jurisdictia Arhiepiscopiei, a carei autoritate ecleziastica
este lerarhul hirotonit canonic. Pe plan local, parohia este
condusd de catre un Preot hirotonit canonic si numit core-
spunzator, potrivit Art. 24.02 mai jos. Desemnarea unui
Preot astfel numit va obliga parohia la respectarea Statutu-
lui cu aceeasi forta si efect ca si cum acesta ar fi fost apro-
bat si adoptat de catre parohie.

ARTICOLUL 22.02. Scopurile si intentiile parohiei sunt
acelea de a pastra, practica si propovadui Credinta Crest-
ind Ortodoxd curatd si nepatata.

ARTICOLUL 22.03. Parohiile vor fi conduse potrivit cu
sfintele canoane, Statutul promulgat in acest document i,
in probleme canonice si ecleziastice, potrivit deciziilor
Sfantului Sinod si ale Arhiepiscopului. Parohia va expri-
ma viata Bisericii in comunitatea locala, potrivit cu cred-
inta si Traditia Crestind Ortodoxd, sfintind credinciosii
prin Sfanta Liturghie si Sfintele Taine; va zidi viata reli-
gioasd si morald a credinciosilor, potrivit cu Sfanta Scrip-
turd si hotérarile si canoanele Sfintilor Apostoli si ale celor
sapte Sinoade Ecumenice ale Bisericii.

ARTICOLUL 22.04. Activitatea parohiei va cuprinde
proclamarea si propovaduirea Evangheliei potrivit cu cred-
inta Crestind Ortodoxa, sfintind credinciosii cu harul lui
Dumnezeu prin cult, Sfinta Liturghie si celelalte Sfinte
Taine, imbunétatind viata duhovniceasca a parohienilor si
sporind numérul membrilor prin primirea altor membri
in Biserica prin catehizare, botez si/sau mirungere. In plus,
parohia va intreprinde activitati educationale si filantrop-
ice pentru a intdri scopurile si misiunea parohiei si a educa
pe parohieni in credinta si etosul Bisericii. Parohia, de
asemenea, se va angaja in activitdti inter-Ortodoxe, ecu-
menice si inter-religioase care sunt conforme cu linia
indrumatoare a Arhiepiscopiei.

ARTICOLUL 22.05. Parohia se va conforma cu credin-
ciosie la slujirea, viata sacramentald, doctrinele, canoanele
si disciplina Bisericii; va adera de asemenea la Statutul
Arhiepiscopiei, si la toate pastoralele Chiriarhale.

ARTICOLUL 22.06. Orice neconformitate cu cele de mai
sus va fi tratatd potrivit prevederilor Canoanelor. Arhie-
piscopul, impreuna cu Consiliul Eparhial, va avea autori-
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san Council, shall have the authority to revoke the ecclesi-
astical Charter of a Parish if it is judged that there is suffi-
cient cause for such action. In each such case, notice of
intention to revoke, stating the cause for such action, shall
be forwarded to the Parish Council in writing.

ARTICLE 22.07. If within sixty (60) days, the Parish has
not addressed and rectified the issues raised in the com-
plaint, the Archbishop has the authority to enforce the
decision of the Archdiocesan Council and either suspend
or revoke the Parish’s Charter.

ARTICLE 22.08. The Parish shall furthermore abide by the
decisions of the Archdiocesan Congress irrespective of
whether it was represented thereat, the administrative
determinations of the Archdiocesan Council, and such
interim legislation as may be adopted between Congress-
es by the Archdiocesan Council.

CHAPTER XXIII
PARISH PROPERTY

ARTICLE 23.01. Parish Property shall be used in accor-
dance with the Statutes to serve the religious, educational,
cultural and philanthropic ministries of the Parish. Parish
Property shall be held and used by the Parish to carry out
the purposes of the Orthodox Christian Faith as defined in
Chapter XXII, above.

ARTICLE 23.02. The Parish shall hold title to all of its real
estate and personal property in its corporate name and no
other, except as otherwise required by any applicable law of
the country, state, city, county or jurisdiction in which the
Parish and/or the Parish Property is located. The Parish
Council together with the Parish Priest shall administer
such property for the benefit of the Parish.

ARTICLE 23.03. The Parish may purchase real estate and
personal property, or sell, mortgage or otherwise encum-
ber its real property, or construct a church edifice or other
buildings upon approval of two-thirds (%) of the parish-
ioners in good standing present at a Parish General
Assembly duly called, with at least fourteen (14) days prior
written notice, for that purpose. The Archbishop and the
Dean shall be informed of and kept current with the
nature, scope, and progress of all such capital projects.

ARTICLE 23.04. Before embarking on a capital project
such as the purchase, construction, or remodeling of a
Church, hall or community center, or other facility, the
Parish shall present a master plan of such substantial cap-
ital projects to the Archdiocesan Council for its review and
advice. The Archdiocesan Council shall also be periodi-
cally informed of the progress of said projects.

ARTICLE 23.05. Parishes shall maintain the architectural,
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tatea sa revoce Regulamentul de functionare al parohiei
(Charter-ul) dacé existd un motiv suficient pentru o astfel
de actiune. In fiecare din aceste cazuri, Consiliul Parohial
va fi avizat in scris, prin instiintare de revocare, ardtindu-
se cauza pentru o astfel de actiune.

ARTICOLUL 22.07. Dacd in timp de saizeci (60) de zile,
parohia nu a luat masuri sd redreseze problemele de care
a fost avizata, Arhiepiscopul are competenta sa aplice
decizia Consiliului Eparhial si sd suspende, sau sd revoce
Documentul de functionare al Parohiei.

ARTICOLUL 22.08. Mai mult, parohia va respecta deci-
ziile Congresului Eparhial, indiferent dacd a fost reprezen-
tatd la lucrarile lui, hotararile administrative ale Consiliu-
lui Eparhial, precum si orice alta legislatie interimara
adoptatd de citre Consiliul Eparhial intre Congrese.

CAPITOLUL XXIII
PROPRIETATEA PAROHIEI

ARTICOLUL 23.01. Proprietatea parohiei va fi folosita
potrivit cu acest Statut pentru a servi activitatii religioase,
educationale, culturale si filantropice a parohiei.
Proprietatea parohiei va fi péastratd si folosita de cétre
parohie pentru a duce la indeplinire scopurile Credintei
Crestine Ortodoxe, precum sunt definite in Capitolul XXII
de mai sus.

ARTICOLUL 23.02. Parohia va pastra titlul de proprietate
asupra tuturor proprietdtilor imobiliare si mobile pe
numele ei de corporatie, in mod exclusiv, cu exceptia cind
legile tarii, statului, provinciei, orasului sau jurisdictiei
unde se afld parohia si/sau proprietatea parohiald prevad
altfel. Consiliul Parohial, impreuna cu Preotul Paroh vor
administra aceste proprietati pentru beneficiul Parohiei.

ARTICOLUL 23.03. Parohia poate cumpdra proprietati
imobiliare si personale, sau vinde, ipoteca sau supune pro-
prietatea sa imobiliara altor obligatii legale, sau sa constru-
iascd o biserica sau alte cladiri, cu aprobarea a doua treimi
(%) din numarul parohienilor in buni randuiala prezenti
la Adunarea Generala Parohiald convocata reglementar, cu
cel putin paisprezece (14) zile inainte, prin convocare
trimisd in acest scop. Arhiepiscopul si Protopopul vor fi
informati despre aceasta si tinuti la curent despre natura,
scopul si progresul unui astfel de proiect capital.

ARTICOLUL 23.04. Inainte de a incepe un proiect capital
precum: cumpararea, construirea sau remodelarea Bis-
ericii, a salii sociale sau a centrului comunitar, sau a altei
cladiri, parohia va trimite un plan final pentru proiecte de
o astfel de amploare Consiliului Eparhial pentru revizuire
si indrumare. Consiliul Eparhial va fi periodic informat
despre progresul unor astfel de proiecte.
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iconographic and artistic integrity of all Parish Property
in accordance with Orthodox tradition. Parishes shall sub-
mit to the Archbishop, for his prior approval related to aes-
thetic and dogmatic concerns, all preliminary plans for the
erection of a church structure or other Parish building; any
major structural alteration to an existing church structure
or other Parish building; or the iconography or any
appointments of a Church structure.

ARTICLE 23.06. All special contributions, specific
bequests, directed gifts, and devises, other than Steward-
ship, shall be used by the Parish only for the purposes for
which they were made.

ARTICLE 23.07. In the extraordinary situation where the
normal administration of a Parish collapses and as a con-
sequence the Archbishop determines that physical and
spiritual patrimony of the Parish may be in jeopardy a rep-
resentative of the Archdiocese in the person of the Dean
and/or a delegated representative of the Archbishop will
be sent to visit the parish and conduct an investigation,
interviewing the appropriate persons in the parish and
examining such documents and records as may be neces-
sary. When the investigation is completed the representa-
tive(s) shall make a full report to the Archdiocesan Coun-
cil. If it is determined by the Council that because of
heresy, schism, or defection from the Archdiocese, the pat-
rimony of the parish is indeed in jeopardy the Archdioce-
san Council may declare the Parish in canonical disorder.
If such declaration is made, the Archbishop may assume
the administration of the Parish and its assets and proper-
ty with the sole objective of preserving the same until
canonical order and normal administration can be
restored. The Archbishop, in consultation with the Dean
and the Archdiocesan Council, will establish a process by
which harmony and order can be restored to the Parish.
The Parishioners shall have the right to appear and speak
before the Council when it deliberates the question.

ARTICLE 23.08. When it has been determined that canon-
ical order has been restored in the Parish, the Archbishop
shall ask the Archdiocesan Council to lift its declaration
of canonical disorder and approve the new administration
of the Parish. In the event that the Archbishop, in consul-
tation with the Archdiocesan Council, determines that the
Parish cannot be restored to canonical order, the title to
properties shall vest in the Archdiocese temporarily. If
under applicable law, title may not vest automatically in
the Archdiocese, title shall vest in the group of Parish-
ioners that the Archbishop, in consultation with the Dean
and the Archdiocesan Council, determines to be capable of
managing the affairs of the Parish in the manner required
by these Statutes.

ARTICLE 23.09. If after reasonable attempts have been
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ARTICOLUL 23.05. Parohiile vor asigura integritatea arhi-
tecturala, iconografica si artisticd a proprietatii parohiale,
potrivit cu traditia Ortodoxa. Parohiile vor inainta Arhie-
piscopului, spre aprobarea prealabild in ceea ce priveste
aspectele dogmatice si estetice, toate planurile preliminare
pentru ridicarea unei biserici sau altei clddiri parohiale;
orice modificare structurald majord a unei biserici exis-
tente sau altei cladiri parohiale; iconografia sau orice
mobilier al bisericii.

ARTICOLUL 23.06. Toate contributiile speciale, dispozi-
tiile testamentare specifice, darurile directe si transmiter-
ile proprietare lasate prin testament, cu exceptia celor prin
plata membriei, vor fi folosite de cétre parohie numai in
scopurile pentru care au fost facute.

ARTICOLUL 23.07. In situatia extraordinari cind admi-
nistrarea normald a unei parohii este compromisa si, prin
urmare, Arhiepiscopul considerd ca patrimoniul material
si spiritual al parohiei este in pericol, un reprezentant al
Arhiepiscopiei, in persoana protopopului si/sau a delega-
tului Arhiepiscopului, va fi trimis in parohia respectiva sa
investigheze si sd intervieveze persoanele potrivite din
parohie si sa cerceteze documentele si registrele, dupa
nevoie. Rezultatul investigarii va fi adus la cunostinta Con-
siliului Eparhial printr-un raport detaliat. In cazul in care
Consiliul stabileste cd patrimoniul parohiei este in pericol
din cauza ereziei, schismei sau pérasirii din Arhiepiscopie,
Consiliul poate declara parohia in neoranduiala canonica.
In acest caz, Arhiepiscopul poate si isi asume adminis-
tratia Parohiei si controlul proprietatilor ei cu singurul
scop de a le pastra pAna cand se restabileste ordinea canon-
icd si administrarea normala. Arhiepiscopul, in consultare
cu Protopopul si cu Consiliul Eparhial, va stabili o proce-
durd prin care armonia si ordinea vor fi stabilite in paro-
hie. Enoriasii vor avea dreptul sd vina si sd vorbeasca in
fata Consiliului in timpul deliberarilor legate de aceasta
problema.

ARTICOLUL 23.08. In cazul cAnd s-a stabilit ci ordinea
canonicd a fost restauratd in parohie, Arhiepiscopul va cere
Consiliului Eparhial sa ridice declaratia de neoranduiald
canonici si si aprobe noua administratie a parohiei. Insa
in cazul cand Arhiepiscopul, in consultare cu Consiliul
Eparhial, hotaraste cd nu poate fi stabilita ordinea cano-
nicd in parohie, titlul de proprietate al parohiei va trece
sub controlul temporar al Arhiepiscopiei. Daca dupa lege,
titlul nu poate trece sub controlul Arhiepiscopiei, acesta
va trece sub autoritatea unui grup de enoriasi, pe care
Arhiepiscopul, in consultare cu Protopopul si Consiliul
Eparhial, il consideri capabil de a conduce treburile paro-
hiei, in modul prevazut de cétre acest Statut.

ARTICOLUL 23.09. In cazul in care, dupi mai multe incer-
cdri de a restabili ordinea canonica in parohie, Arhiepisco-
pul si Consiliul Eparhial considera cd nu poate fi gésit un
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made to restore the Parish to canonical order, it is deemed
by the Archbishop and the Archdiocesan Council that no
group of Parishioners can be found to properly administer
the Parish, the Parish shall be declared in a permanent
state of canonical disorder and title to the Parish Property
shall vest in the Archdiocese. The Archbishop in accor-
dance with the vote or resolution of the Archdiocesan
Council shall be authorized to sign any deed or other doc-
ument as may be necessary for the sale, lease, mortgage,
or other disposition of the Parish Property.

CHAPTER XXIV
CLERGY

ARTICLE 24.01. A candidate for the priesthood or dea-
conate must be an Orthodox Christian of deep faith, a
graduate of an academically accredited Orthodox school of
theology and have all the qualifications as provided by the
Holy Canons for the respective office. The Archbishop in
consultation with the Archdiocesan Council will review
all requests for ordination.

ARTICLE 24.02. The Priest and all other clergy are
appointed by the Archbishop in consultation with the
Dean, the respective Parish Council and the Archdiocesan
Council.

ARTICLE 24.03. The Priest by virtue of his canonical ordi-
nation and assignment heads and administers the Parish,
in cooperation with the Parish Council. He exercises for
the parish his priestly duties, which consist in shepherding
the Parish entrusted to his care, directing its orderly life,
preserving its unity and keeping it faithful to its divine pur-
pose. He shall sanctify his parishioners through the
administration of the sacraments and the performance of
all other prescribed services of worship. He shall also pro-
claim the Gospel and impart knowledge of the doctrines,
traditions, canons and disciplines of the Church. Further,
he shall guide the growth and progress of the Parish in the
Christian life through the performance of his pastoral
duties. Priests are accountable to their Hierarch and will
submit a report of their ministry to the Archbishop at least
annually. The Archdiocesan Council shall determine the
format for these reports.

ARTICLE 24.04. The Priest shall have charge of all matters
pertaining to the spiritual life and growth of the Parish,
including, but not limited to, divine worship and the selec-
tion and participation of lay persons in the implementa-
tion and administration of such matters. He shall deter-
mine the usage of all sacred vessels and appointments. He
shall be responsible for the maintenance and good order of
the parish office. He shall personally maintain the register
books for all marriages, baptisms, chrismations, and funer-
als in the Parish, as well as the records of all official parish
documents, acts, correspondence and archives.
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grup de enoriasi capabil de a conduce treburile parohiei,
aceasta va fi declaratd a fi intr-o stare permanentd de
neoranduiald canonic si titlul asupra proprietatilor ei vor
trece sub controlul Arhiepiscopiei. Arhiepiscopul, in con-
formitate cu votul sau cu decizia Consiliului Eparhial, este
autorizat sd semneze orice act sau oricare alt document,
dupd necesitate, pentru vinderea, inchirierea, ipotecarea,
sau oricare altd formd de instrdinare a proprietdtii
parohiei.

CAPITOLUL XXIV
CLERUL

ARTICOLUL 24.01. Candidatul pentru preotie sau dia-
conie trebuie sa fie crestin ortodox cu credintéd puternici,
absolvent al unei scoli de teologie cu acreditare academica
si sd aibd toate calitatile prevazute de Sfintele Canoane
pentru slujirea respectivd. Arhiepiscopul, in consultare cu
Consiliul Eparhial, va analiza toate cererile pentru hiro-
tonie.

ARTICOLUL 24.02. Preotul si ceilalti clerici sunt numiti
de catre Arhiepiscop, in consultare cu Protopopul, Con-
siliul Parohial respectiv si Consiliul Eparhial.

ARTICOLUL 24.03. Preotul, in virtutea hirotoniei sale
canonice si a numirii sale, conduce si administreaza paro-
hia in cooperare cu Consiliul Parohial. El isi exercita, in
numele parohiei, obligatiile pastorale care constau in pas-
torirea parohiei care i-a fost incredintatd, conducand viata
ei in randuiald, pastrand unitatea ei si mentinand-o pe
calea credintei catre menirea ei divind. El va sfinti pe paro-
hienii sdi prin administrarea Sfintelor Taine si prin
savarsirea celorlalte slujbe prescrise. De asemenea, va
propovadui Evanghelia si va invédta doctrina, traditiile,
canoanele si disciplina Bisericii. Mai mult, el va veghea
asupra cresterii si progresului parohiei in trairea cresting,
prin indeplinirea indatoririlor sale pastorale. Preotii sunt
raspunzatori in fata Ierarhului lor si vor trimite Arhiepis-
copului un raport de activitate a slujirii lor cel putin o datd
pe an. Consiliul Eparhial va decide formatul acestor
rapoarte.

ARTICOLUL 24.04. Preotul va fi responsabil de toate tre-
burile privind viata duhovniceasca si cresterea parohiei,
incluzand, dar nu limitandu-se la slujirea divina si
selectarea si participarea membrilor mireni la imple-
mentarea si administrarea acestor treburi. El va hotari
folosirea tuturor vaselor sfinte si a mobilierului. El va fi
responsabil pentru mentinerea in bund randuiala a
biroului parohial. El va mentine personal registrele pen-
tru botezati, cununati si inmormantati din parohie, pre-
cum i registrele documentelor oficiale parohiale, actele,
corespondenta si arhiva.
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ARTICLE 24.05. Together with the Parish Council Presi-
dent and the Parish Secretary, the Priest is responsible for
all Parish reports and official correspondence. He keeps
and authorizes the use of the official Parish Seal. He
ensures that the minutes of the Parish Assembly and the
Parish Council, all of the Parish financial records, as well
as other Parish documents are maintained and preserved.

ARTICLE 24.06. In accordance with the Canons, neither
the Parish Council nor the Parish General Assembly is
authorized to dismiss a Priest. Any complaint against a
Priest or any member of the Parish Clergy shall be
addressed to the Dean and the Archbishop for appropriate
action.

ARTICLE 24.07. When transferred, reassigned or
removed, the Priest shall deliver to his successor, or to the
Dean or the Archbishop, as he might be directed, the Holy
Antimension, all sacred vessels and other liturgical items
belonging to the Parish, and all registry books and other
pertinent records of the Parish. In addition, the Priest shall
also provide a written inventory of all such items to his
successor, the Archbishop, the Dean, and the Parish Coun-
cil.

ARTICLE 24.08. Where more than one Priest is assigned
to a Parish, the head of the Parish Clergy is the Parish
Priest. Any other Clergy shall be directly responsible to
him. The appointment of additional Clergy to a Parish
shall be made by the Archbishop in consultation with the
Parish Priest, the Dean, the respective Parish Council and
the Archdiocesan Council.

ARTICLE 24.09. Parishes shall be required to remunerate
the Parish Clergy according to the remunerative standards
for the Clergy established by the Archdiocesan Congress.
Council. In no event shall the Archdiocese be responsible
for any remuneration or benefits to the Priest.

ARTICLE 24.10. The removal of a priest may be consid-
ered when he: (1) is not or has ceased to be loyal to the doc-
trines, canons, worship, discipline, customs and practices
of the Church; (2) is disobedient to the Archbishop, Dean
or other duly authorized agent of the Archbishop; (3) is
guilty of a serious moral transgression; or (4) has violated
the spiritual responsibility that has been entrusted to him
and has placed in jeopardy the spiritual well being of the
Parish or the Archdiocese. The Archbishop, in consulta-
tion with the Archdiocesan Council, may remove or trans-
fer the priest from the Parish after affording the priest an
opportunity to answer the charges being brought before
him, or may refer the matter to the Spiritual Courts pur-
suant to the provisions of Part Five of these Statutes. The
accused priest shall also have access to the procedures pro-
vided for in the Canons and these Statutes.
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ARTICOLUL 24.05. Impreuni cu Presedintele Consiliului
Parohial si cu Secretarul Parohial, Preotul este raspunzéator
pentru toate rapoartele parohiale si corespondenta oficiald.
El péstreaza si autorizeaza folosirea sigiliului parohial ofi-
cial. El se ingrijeste ca procesele verbale ale Adunarii Paro-
hiale si ale Consiliului Parohial, toate documentele finan-
ciare, precum si alte documente ale parohiei sa fie pastrate
si intretinute.

ARTICOLUL 24.06. Potrivit canoanelor, nici Consiliul
Parohial, nici Adunarea Generald Parohiala nu au puterea
sd-1 elibereze din functie pe Preot. Orice plangere impotri-
va unui Preot sau a unui membru al clerului parohial va fi
adresata Protopopului si Arhiepiscopului pentru luarea
masurilor corespunzitoare.

ARTICOLUL 24.07. In cazul in care este transferat, re-
numit sau eliberat din functie, Preotul va preda succesoru-
lui sdu, Protopopului sau Arhiepiscopului, dupa cum este
cazul, Sfantul Antimis, toate vasele sfinte si orice obiect
liturgic care apartine parohiei, si toate registrele si alte
documente apartinand parohiei. In plus, Preotul va pune
la dispozitia succesorului sau, Arhiepiscopului, Proto-
popului, si Consiliului Parohial, un inventar in scris al
tuturor acestor documente.

ARTICOLUL 24.08. La o parohie unde sunt numiti mai
multi preoti, conducitorul Clerului Parohial este Preotul
Paroh. Ceilalti membri ai clerului vor fi direct raspunzatori
lui. Numirea clericilor ajutatori la o parohie va fi facuta de
citre Arhiepiscop in consultare cu Preotul Paroh, Pro-
topopul, Consiliul Parohial respectiv si Consiliul Eparhial.

ARTICOLUL 24.09. Parohiile sunt responsabile pentru
plata Clerului Parohial potrivit cu standardul de remune-
rare pentru Cler stabilit de citre Congresul Eparhial. In
nici un caz Arhiepiscopia nu va fi responsabild pentru
remunerarea sau beneficiile Preotului.

ARTICOLUL 24.10. Eliberarea din functie a unui Preot
poate avea loc atunci cand: (1) nu este sau a incetat sa fie
credincios doctrinei, canoanelor, slujirii, disciplinei,
traditiilor si practicii Bisericii; (2) este nesupus Arhiepisco-
pului, Protopopului sau oricarei persoane autorizatd legal
de catre Arhiepiscop; (3) se face vinovat de serioase abateri
morale; (4) a incélcat raspunderea duhovniceasca care i s-a
incredintat si a pus in primejdie bundstarea spirituald a
parohiei sau a Arhiepiscopiei. Arhiepiscopul, in consultare
cu Consiliul Eparhial, poate elibera din functie sau trans-
fera pe preot din parohie dupd ce i-a dat posibilitatea sa
raspunda la invinuirile aduse impotriva sa, sau sa refere
problema Consistoriului Spiritual, potrivit cu prevederile
pértii a cincea a acestui Statut. Preotul acuzat va avea, de
asemenea, acces la procedurile previzute de Canoane si de
acest Statut.
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ARTICLE 24.11. In the event that a Priest is dismissed for
a serious Canonical offense, neither the local Parish nor
the Archdiocese shall be required to pay any remunera-
tion or to provide any benefits to the dismissed priest.

ARTICLE 24.12. No Parish shall reduce, withhold or
adversely alter a Priest’s remuneration without the consent
of the Archdiocesan Council.

ARTICLE 24.13. The Parish Priest, in consultation with the
Archbishop, may designate one or two chanters to serve
the parish.

CHAPTER XXV
PARISHIONERS

ARTICLE 25.01. Every person who is baptized and/or
chrismated according to the rites of the Orthodox Church
is a Parishioner. The religious, moral and social duties of a
Parishioner are to apply the tenets of the Orthodox Faith
to his/her life and to adhere to and live according to the
tenets of the Orthodox Faith; faithfully attend the Divine
Liturgy and other worship services; partake regularly of
the Holy Mysteries; respect all ecclesiastical authority and
all governing bodies of the Church; be obedient in matters
of the faith, practice and ecclesiastical order; contribute
towards the progress of the Church’s sacred mission; and
be an effective witness and example of the Orthodox faith
and traditions to all people.

ARTICLE 25.02. A parishioner in good standing practices
all the religious and moral duties as described in Article
25.01, above. At a minimum, a parishioner in good stand-
ing must: be eighteen years of age or over; meet his/her
Stewardship and other financial obligations to the Parish;
abide by all the regulations herein stated; and cooperate in
every way towards the welfare and well being of the Parish.

ARTICLE 25.03. Any person wishing to be a parishioner in
good standing in more than one Parish must remit his/her
Stewardship and other financial obligation to each Parish
as stated in Article 25.02.

ARTICLE 25.04. No person shall be deemed a parishioner
in good standing while not adhering to the standards out-
lined in Articles 25.01 and 25.02; retaining affiliation in a
Parish which defies the jurisdiction or the ecclesiastical
authority of the Archdiocese; being a member of or prac-
ticing a non-Orthodox faith or other religion; and/or
deliberately disregarding and transgressing the moral law
of the Church.

ARTICLE 25.05. The Priest shall judge any case of special
circumstances justifying the waiver of a Parishioner’s Stew-
ardship financial obligations.

ARTICLE 25.06. A Parishioner in good standing has the
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ARTICOLUL 24.11. In eventualitatea eliberirii din functie
a unui Preot pentru o vind canonica serioasd, nici parohia
locald, nici Arhiepiscopia nu vor fi responsabile sa
plateasca vreo remuneratie sau sd ofere vreun beneficiu
preotului in cauza.

ARTICOLUL 24.12. Parohia nu poate reduce, retine sau
modifica in mod ostil remunerarea Preotului fird con-
simtamantul Consiliului Eparhial.

ARTICOLUL 24.13. Preotul Paroh, in consultare cu Arhi-
episcopul, poate desemna unul sau doi cantéreti pentru
slujirea Parohiei.

CAPITOLUL XXV
ENORIASII

ARTICOLUL 25.01. Orice persoana care a fost botezata
si/sau miruitd potrivit rinduielilor Bisericii Ortodoxe este
membru al Parohiei. Indatoririle religioase, morale si
sociale ale membrului parohiei sunt: acceptarea si vietuirea
conform principiilor credintei ortodoxe; participarea
frecventd la Sfanta Liturghie si la celelalte slujbe religioase;
impdértasirea cu regularitate cu Sfintele Taine; respectarea
tuturor autoritdtilor bisericesti si a tuturor organelor de
conducere ale Bisericii; supunerea in probleme de
credinta, practicd si rinduiald bisericeascd; contribuirea la
progresul misiunii sfinte a Bisericii, devenind marturie si
pilda eficientd de credinté ortodoxd pentru toti oamenii.

ARTICOLUL 25.02. Un membru in buna rdnduiald al
parohiei isi duce la indeplinire toate indatoririle religioase
si morale descrise in Articolul 25.01 de mai sus. Drept
conditii minime, un membru in bund randuiala al paro-
hiei trebuie sd fie in varstd de cel putin 18 ani, sa-si
indeplineascd obligatiile financiare fata de parohie, sd se
supund tuturor regulilor mentionate in acest Statut si sa
participe in orice fel posibil la bunastarea parohiei.

ARTICOLUL 25.03. Orice persoand care doreste sa fie
membru in buni rdnduiald al mai multor parohii, trebuie
sd-si pldteasca membria si celelalte obligatii financiare fata
de fiecare parohie, potrivit Articolului 25.02.

ARTICOLUL 25.04. O persoana nu poate fi considerata
membru in buna rinduiala dacé incalca cele subliniate in
Articolele 25.01 i 25.02; continua s fie afiliat cu o parohie
care nesocoteste jurisdictia sau autoritatea bisericeasca a
Arhiepiscopiei; este membru sau practicd o credinta ne-
ortodoxd sau altd religie; si/sau desconsiderd in mod voit
si incalca legea morald a Bisericii.

ARTICOLUL 25.05. Preotul va aprecia fiecare caz in care
circumstante speciale justifica absolvirea unui enoriag de
obligatiile sale financiare.

ARTICOLUL 25.06. Un membru in buni rinduiald al
parohiei are dreptul sé asiste, sa participe si sa voteze la
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right to attend, participate and vote at Parish General
Assemblies, as well as to vote in Parish Council elections.
Each such parishioner may also be nominated for election
to the Parish Council or represent the Parish at the Dean-
ery or the Archdiocesan levels.

ARTICLE 25.07. An Orthodox Christian parishioner in
good standing at his/her canonical Orthodox Parish may
serve as a sponsor in another Parish without being obliged
to become a member in good standing at the Parish where
the sacrament will take place.

ARTICLE 25.08. Each Parish shall maintain a Parish
Record which will include, at a minimum, the following
information concerning each parishioner: baptismal and
family name, occupation (optional), dates of baptism
and/or chrismation and marriage, complete family record
of spouse and children, date of entry into the Parish indi-
cating if transferred from another Parish, date of death,
and such other information that shall be deemed appro-
priate.

ARTICLE 25.09. An official roll of parishioners in good
standing shall be prepared and verified by the Priest and
the Officers of the Parish Council for use by the Parish
twice annually, on or around 30 June and 31 December, and
shall be available for review in the Parish Office. A copy,
together with addresses, shall be forwarded to the Arch-
diocese.

ARTICLE 25.10. Any challenge to the roll by a Parishioner
in good standing shall be sent to the Archdiocese within
fourteen (14) days of its publication for adjudication by the
Archdiocesan Council. Any challenge lodged shall not
prohibit the use of said roll for a Parish Assembly while
said challenge is in process.

ARTICLE XXVI
PARISH MINISTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS

ARTICLE 26.01. In addition to the Parish Council, parish-
es may organize specific committees to minister to the
needs of the parish. All such ministries and organizations
shall be under the guidance and supervision of the Priest.
Examples of such ministries and organizations include, but
are not limited to: ladies’ and men’s auxiliaries, lay aposto-
late, church choirs, and youth organizations.

ARTICLE 26.02. Any adult communicant of the Church
desiring to participate in any Parish ministry or organiza-
tion shall be required first to become a Parishioner in good
standing of the Parish. A communicant under eighteen
(18) years of age may be a member of any Parish youth
organization, irrespective of whether or not his or her par-
ents are Parishioners in good standing of the Parish, upon
approval of the Priest.
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Adundrile Generale ale parohiei, precum si sa voteze la
alegerea Consiliului Parohial. Orice astfel de membru
poate sd fie nominalizat pentru alegerea in Consiliul Paro-
hial sau poate reprezinta parohia la nivel Protopopesc sau
Eparhial.

ARTICOLUL 25.07. Un crestin ortodox, enorias in buna
randuiala al parohiei sale canonice ortodoxe, poate sa fie
nas in altd parohie, fara a fi obligat sa devina membru in
bund randuiald al parohiei unde are loc Sfanta Taina
respectiva.

ARTICOLUL 25.08. Fiecare parohie va pastra un Registru
Parohial unde vor fi incluse, cel putin, urmatoarele infor-
matii privind pe fiecare membru: numele de botez si de
familie, ocupatia (facultativ), data botezului si/sau mirun-
gerii si a cununiei, dosarul complet al familiei
sotului/sotiei si copiilor, data primirii ca membru in paro-
hie, indicand daci s-a transferat de la alta parohie, data
decesului si orice alte informatii care vor fi considerate
potrivite.

ARTICOLUL 25.09. Preotul si membrii Consiliului Paro-
hial vor intocmi si verifica un tabel oficial al membrilor in
buna randuiala ai parohiei, spre a fi folosit de cétre paro-
hie de doua ori pe an: in jur de 30 iunie si 31 decembrie;
acesta va fi disponibil in biroul parohial, spre revizuire. O
copie, impreund cu adresele, va fi inaintata Arhiepiscopiei.

ARTICOLUL 25.10. Orice contestatie a tabelului nominal
de cdtre un membru in buna randuiald al parohiei va fi
trimis la Arhiepiscopie in timp de paisprezece (14) zile de
la publicare, pentru pronuntare de catre Consiliul
Eparhial. Orice contestatie facuta nu va opri folosirea aces-
tui tabel nominal pentru Adunarea Generald in timp ce
contestatia respectiva este in curs de rezolvare.

CAPITOLUL XXVI
COMITETELE $I ORGANIZATIILE PAROHIEI

ARTICOLUL 26.01. Pe langd Consiliul Parohial, parohiile
pot organiza anumite comitete care sa serveascd nevoile
parohiei. Aceste comitete si organizatii vor fi sub con-
ducerea si supravegherea Preotului Paroh. Exemple de ast-
fel de servicii si organizatii pot include, dar nu sunt limi-
tate la: organizatii auxiliare de femei si de barbati, aposto-
lat laic, coruri bisericesti si organizatii de tineret.

ARTICOLUL 26.02. Orice persoana adulta, participantd la
viata sacramentald a Bisericii (credincios), care doreste sa
participe la vreun comitet sau organizatie parohiald, tre-
buie sd devina membru in buna randuiald al parohiei. O
astfel de persoana sub varsta de optsprezece (18) ani poate
fi membru al organizatiei de tineret a parohiei, cu apro-
barea Preotului Paroh, indiferent dacd parintii sai sunt sau
nu enoriasi in buna randuiala ai parohiei.
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ARTICLE 26.03. The by-laws of any Parish organizations
shall comply with the Archdiocesan Statutes and shall be
subject to the approval of the Priest, Parish Council and
the Archbishop.

CHAPTER XXVII
ORGANIZING NEW PARISHES

ARTICLE 27.01. New Parishes (Missions) shall be organ-
ized according to the following procedure: When the
Archbishop determines that an area of the Archdiocese
may be in need of a Parish, he shall appoint an ad hoc com-
mittee to study and investigate the feasibility of creating a
new Parish. This committee shall utilize the resources
available through the Archdiocese. The committee shall
assist the Orthodox Christian communicants in the area
with the compilation of a petition to organize. The peti-
tion must be signed by at least twenty five (25) Orthodox
households and provide sufficient evidence to satisfy the
Archbishop and the Dean that a new Parish can be viable
in that locality. The prospective Parish shall form an Orga-
nizational Committee including at least the following sub-
committees:

(a) aPlanning Committee to study, analyze and for-
mulate an overall program and prepare a pro-
posed budget for the Mission Parish;

(b) aFund-Raising Committee;

(c) aReal Estate Committee to investigate, select and
arrange for buildings and other facilities for the
Mission Parish’s immediate needs. However, all
acquisitions or other transaction shall be subject
to the approval of the Archdiocesan Council; and

(d) a Stewardship/Membership Committee to pre-
pare a complete list of the Orthodox Christian
communicants including the number of adults
and children to be served by the Parish accom-
panied by an appropriate financial expression tes-
tifying to their commitment to support the pro-
posed Mission Parish.

ARTICLE 27.02. Upon receipt of a petition for permission
to organize, the Archbishop shall present the proposal to
the Archdiocesan Council. If it is decided to grant permis-
sion to organize, the Dean, the Archbishop, or the Arch-
bishop’s representative shall call an organizational meet-
ing of those who signed the petition. The representative of
the Archdiocese shall preside at the organizational meet-
ing. During the organizational meeting, an interim Parish
Council shall be elected to serve until such time as the Mis-
sion Parish is fully organized and accepts these Statutes.
Together with his recommendation, the presiding officer
of this organizational meeting shall submit to the Arch-
diocesan Council copies of:
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ARTICOLUL 26.03. Statutul oricdrei organizatii parohiale
se va conforma cu Statutul Arhiepiscopiei si va trebui sd
fie aprobat de citre Preot, Consiliul Parohial si Arhiepis-
cop.

CAPITOLUL XXVII
ORGANIZAREA NOILOR PAROHILI.

ARTICOLUL 27.01. Parohiile noi (misiunile) vor fi organi-
zate potrivit urmatoarei proceduri: Cand Arhiepiscopul
considera ca intr-o regiune a Arhiepiscopiei este nevoie de
o parohie, va numi un comitet ad hoc care sd studieze si sd
analizeze posibilitatea credrii unei noi parohii. Acest
comitet va folosi resursele disponibile ale Arhiepiscopiei.
Comitetul i va ajuta pe credinciosii crestini ortodocsi din
acea zond cu formularea unei petitii de organizare. Petitia
trebuie sa fie semnatd de cel putin doudzeci si cinci (25) de
familii ortodoxe si sa aduca dovezi suficiente si satisfaca-
toare pentru Arhiepiscop si Protopop ca noua parohie
poate fi viabila in acea localitate. Parohia in devenire va
forma un Comitet de organizare, incluzand cel putin
urmatoarele subcomitete:

(@) Un Comitet de Planificare, care sa studieze,
analizeze §i sa formuleze un program general si
sd pregdteascd un buget pentru noua parohie-
misiune;

(b) Un Comitet de adunare de Fonduri;

(¢) Un Comitet care sd cerceteze, s selecteze si sa
gaseascd o cladire sau alte facilitati pentru nevoile
imediate ale parohiei-misiune. Toate achizitiile
sau alte tranzactii vor fi supuse Consiliului
Eparhial spre aprobare; si

(d) Un Comitet de Membrie care sd intocmeascé o
lista completd a credinciosilor crestin ortodocsi,
incluzdnd numarul de adulti si de copii care vor
primi serviciile parohiei, impreuna cu un anga-

jament financiar corespunzitor, dovedind
hotdrarea lor de a sprijini propusa parohie-
misiune.

ARTICOLUL 27.02. Dupd primirea cererii de organizare,
Arhiepiscopul va face o propunere Consiliului Eparhial.
Daca se hotardste sd se permitd organizarea, Protopopul,
Arhiepiscopul, sau reprezentantul Arhiepiscopului va
pregiti o sedintd de organizare cu cei care au semnat cere-
rea. Reprezentantul Arhiepiscopiei va prezida sedinta de
organizare. La sedinta de organizare se va alege un Con-
siliu Parohial interimar care sa functioneze pana cand
Parohia-misiune este organizatd in mod deplin si acceptd
acest Statut. Presedintele acestei sedinte de organizare va
inainta Consiliului Eparhial, impreund cu recomandarea
sa, copii dupa:

(a) toatd corespondenta dintre Arhiepiscopie si
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(a) all correspondence between the Archdiocese and
the Parish;

(b) all documents submitted by the proposed Parish;

(c) the minutes of the organizational meeting; and

(d) any other pertinent information.

ARTICLE 27.03. Upon acceptance of the Archdiocesan
Statutes by the new Mission Parish, and once approved by
the Archdiocesan Council, the Archbishop will grant to
the new Mission Parish a provisional ecclesiastical char-
ter.

ARTICLE 27.04. The Archbishop will assign a Priest to the
new Mission Parish, according to the usual procedure.

ARTICLE 27.05. The Priest and the interim Parish Coun-
cil shall be authorized, by virtue of the issuance of the pro-
visional ecclesiastical charter, to take all necessary steps to
incorporate the Parish. The Parish’s Articles of Incorpora-
tion/Articles of Organization shall conform to all Arch-
diocesan requirements for such documents and shall be
filed with the Archdiocese for review and approval.

ARTICLE 27.06. After the legal incorporation of the
Parish, a Parish Council shall thereafter be elected, for a
full term, in the manner prescribed in these Statutes.

ARTICLE 27.07. Any failure to comply with this Chapter
may subject the Mission Parish to revocation of its provi-
sional ecclesiastical charter under the provisions of these
Statutes, Chapter XII, Article 6, above.

ARTICLE 27.08. The Archbishop will review the status of
the newly organized Mission Parish one (1) year after
granting it its provisional ecclesiastical charter and at that
time may recommend to the Archdiocesan Council any
change in its status.

CHAPTER XXVIII
PARISH ORGANIZATION
POLICIES AND REGULATIONS

ARTICLE 28.01. All Parishes must maintain and file Arti-
cles of Incorporation/Articles of Organization and/or
other applicable corporate documents in accordance with
these Statutes and the civil laws of the country, state,
province, city, or other jurisdiction in which the Parish is
located and incorporated. All such documents shall com-
ply with Archdiocesan requirements as such requirements
may be amended, from time to time, by the Archdiocese.
The Articles of Incorporation/Articles of Organization of
any Parish shall incorporate the provisions of the Statutes
by reference therein. The Parish Assembly may adopt such
additional regulations and provisions as shall be deemed
necessary to meet local needs. However, in the event of a
conflict between a Parish’s Articles of Incorporation/Arti-
cles of Organization or any other Parish document and
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parohie;
(b) toate documentele prezentate de citre noua
parohie;
(c)  procesele verbale ale sedintei organizatorice; si
(d) orice alte documente utile.

ARTICOLUL 27.03. Dupa ce noua parohie-misiune a
acceptat Statutul Arhiepiscopiei si dupd ce a primit apro-
barea Consiliului Eparhial, Arhiepiscopul va acorda noii
parohii-misiune un permis de functionare (charter) eclezi-
astic provizoriu.

ARTICOLUL 27.04. Arhiepiscopul va numi un Preot la
noua parohie-misiune, potrivit procedurii obisnuite.

ARTICOLUL 27.05. Preotul si Consiliul Parohial interimar
vor fi autorizati, pe baza acordarii charter-ului ecleziastic
provizoriu, sd ia toate mdsurile necesare pentru incorpo-
rarea parohiei. Articolele de Incorporare/Articolele de
Organizare ale Parohiei vor fi in conformitate cu toate cer-
intele Eparhiale pentru astfel de documente si se vor
indosaria la Arhiepiscopie pentru revizuire si aprobare.

ARTICOLUL 27.06. Dupa incorporarea legald a parohiei,
se va alege un Consiliu Parohial, pentru un termen intreg,
in felul indicat de acest Statut.

ARTICOLUL 27.07. Orice esec de a se conforma cu acest
Capitol ar putea expune parohia-misiune la revocarea
Charter-ului ei ecleziastic provizoriu, potrivit cu acest
Statut, Capitolul XII, Articolul 6, de mai sus.

ARTICOLUL 27.08. Arhiepiscopul va revizui situatia paro-
hiei-misiune nou-organizata la un (1) an dupd acordarea
charter-ului ecleziastic provizoriu, si atunci poate reco-
manda Consiliului Eparhial orice schimbare in situatia ei.

CAPITOLUL XXVIII
ORGANIZAREA PAROHIEI
MASURI SI REGULAMENTE

ARTICOLUL 28.01. Toate parohiile trebuie sa péstreze si sa
indosarieze Articolele de Incorporare/Articolele de Orga-
nizare si/sau orice alte documente de interes, potrivit cu
acest Statut si cu legile civile ale tarii, statului, provinciei,
orasului, sau oricdrei alte jurisdictii unde parohia este
situata si incorporata. Toate aceste documente vor fi in
conformitate cu cerintele Arhiepiscopiei, intrucét aceste
cerinte pot fi modificate de citre Arhiepiscopie din cand in
cand. Articolele de Incorporare/Articolele de Organizare
ale oricédrei parohii vor include prevederile acestui Statut
prin referirile facute de ele. Adunarea Parohiala poate sa
adopte regulamente si prevederi aditionale, dupa cum va
giisi necesar, pentru a raspunde cerintelor locale. Ins3, in
eventualitatea unui conflict intre Articolele de Incorporare
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these Statutes, the provisions of the Statutes shall govern.
In the event that the existing Articles of Incor-
poration/Articles of Organization of a Parish do not specif-
ically incorporate these Statutes by reference, they shall be
deemed to do so. In the event of a conflict between civil
law and these Statues, the provisions of Article 10.09 shall
apply.

ARTICLE 28.02. Upon the assignment of a Priest by the
Archdiocese, the Parish accepts and agrees to comply with
the Statutes of the Archdiocese. A Parish’s Articles of
Incorporation/Articles of Organization, and any other
applicable corporate documents shall be submitted to the
Archdiocese for review and approval as required by the
Archdiocese from time to time. Any amendment(s) to
such documents shall also be submitted for review and
approval, prior to the effective date of the amendment(s).
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Archdiocese’s failure
to review and/or to disapprove any document(s) or provi-
sion(s) thereof shall not be deemed a waiver of the right
to subsequently review and/or disapprove the document(s)
or any provision(s) thereof.

ARTICLE 28.03. An existing Parish that has not been
organized in conformance with the requirements of the
Archdiocese and these Statutes must adopt these Statutes
within sixty (60) thirty (30) days of a request from the
Archdiocese. Failure to do so will place any such Parish in
canonical disorder.

CHAPTER XXIX
NON-VIABLE PARISHES

ARTICLE 29.01. When it is determined by the Parish
Council that the Parish is incapable of sustaining the finan-
cial viability of the Parish and wishes to be dissolved, a
Parish General Assembly shall be called. A three-fourths
(%) vote of the existing Parishioners in good standing
favor such dissolution shall be required to dissolve the
Parish, or in the event that a Parish has been disbanded
and a Parish General Assembly cannot be called, the Arch-
bishop in consultation with the Archdiocesan Council
shall have the authority to declare said Parish dissolved or
disbanded.

ARTICLE 29.02. If a Parish has been dissolved according
to the provisions of Article 29.01, the properties shall
devolve to the Archdiocese. The Archdiocese should give
due consideration to applying the proceeds of any proper-
ty sale for the benefit of another Parish(es) in the same
geographic area.

ARTICLE 29.03. A Parish may choose to direct proceeds
of any remaining assets to particular Archdiocesan parish-
es or other Orthodox institutions that are in keeping with
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ale Parohiei/Articolele de Organizare sau oricare alt docu-
ment al parohiei si acest Statut, prevederile acestui Statut
vor avea precidere. In cazul in care Articolele de Incorpo-
rare existente/Articolele de Organizare ale parohiei nu
includ in mod specific acest Statut prin referire la el, se va
considera ca acestea il includ. In eventualitatea unui con-
flict intre legea civild §i acest Statut, se vor aplica preve-
derile articolului 10.09.

ARrTICOLUL 28.02. Odata cu numirea unui Preot Paroh
de citre Arhiepiscopie, parohia accepta si este de acord si
se conformeze cu acest Statut al Arhiepiscopiei. Articolele
de Incorporare ale Parohiei/Articolele de Organizare ale
unei parohii, precum si orice alte documente institutionale
de interes, vor fi inaintate Arhiepiscopiei spre verificare si
aprobare, asa cum Arhiepiscopia o cere din cand in cand.
Orice amendament la aceste documente va fi de asemenea
inaintat spre revizuire $i aprobare, inainte de data intrarii
in functiune a amendamentului. In ciuda celor de mai
inainte, neglijenta Arhiepiscopiei de a verifica si/sau de a
nu aproba orice document sau prevedere din el, nu va fi
considerata drept anulare a dreptului de a revizui mai tar-
ziu si/sau de a nu aproba documentul sau orice prevedere
din el.

ARTICOLUL 28.03. O parohie existentd, care nu s-a orga-
nizat in conformitate cu cerintele Arhiepiscopiei si ale
acestui Statut, trebuie sa adopte acest Statut in termen de
saizeci (60) de zile de la cererea Arhiepiscopiei. Neim-
plinirea acestei cereri va pune o astfel de parohie in neas-
cultare canonica.

CAPITOLUL XXIX
PAROHII NEVIABILE

ARTICOLUL 29.01. Céind Consiliul Parohial stabileste ca
parohia este incapabila de a-si pastra viabilitatea financiara
si hotdraste sd fie dizolvata, se va convoca o Adunare Gen-
erald. Pentru dizolvarea parohiei se cere votul a trei patri-
mi (%) din membrii existenti in buni rinduiala care se
declara in favoarea dizolvarii sau, in eventualitatea cand
parohia s-a dezmembrat si 0 Adunare Generald nu poate
fi convocatd, Arhiepiscopul, in consultare cu Consiliul
Eparhial, va avea autoritatea sd declare parohia respectiva
dizolvatd sau dezmembrata.

ARTICOLUL 29.02. Dacd o parohie s-a dizolvat dupa
prevederile Articolului 29.01, proprietétile vor fi trans-
ferate Arhiepiscopiei. Arhiepiscopia va avea cuvenita grija
sd pund veniturile din vanzarea proprietétii in beneficiul
altor parohii din acea zona geografica.

ARTICOLUL 29.03. O parohie poate decide sa transfere
veniturile din vanzarea proprietétilor raimase altor parohii
din Arhiepiscopie sau altor institutii Ortodoxe care se
mentin pe linia misiunii Bisericii asa cum este exprimata
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the mission of the Church as expressed in these Statutes
and are themselves tax exempt organizations within the
meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code,
or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code
of the United States of America, or in Canada, the Income
Tax Act. For such direction to be valid it must be approved
by a majority vote of the Parish General Assembly and rat-
ified by the Archdiocesan Council no less than one year
before any consideration of Parish dissolution. Otherwise
the provisions of Article 29.02 shall obtain.

CHAPTER XXX
MERGER OF PARISHES

ARTICLE 30.01. When it is determined by the Parish
Councils of two or more Parishes that it would be in the
best interests of such Parishes to merge, and to have only
one church edifice, Parish General Assemblies of each
Parish shall be duly called, with at least fourteen (14) days
written notice. A quorum must be present at each Parish
General Assembly. Approval of the merger shall require
the approval of all Parish General Assemblies by two-
thirds (%) vote of the Parishioners present and voting at
the Parish Assemblies. The consent of the Archbishop and
the Archdiocesan Council shall also be required for the
merger of Parishes.

ARTICLE 30.02. The Archbishop, in consultation with the
Archdiocesan Council, may also initiate the process of
parish mergers pursuant to the provisions of Article 30.01
above.

CHAPTER XXXI
THE PARISH COUNCIL

ARTICLE 31.01. Election to serve on the Parish Council is
a ministry and all those who serve are called to represent
Christ and the Orthodox faith to all whom they meet in
every aspect of life. The Parish Council shall consist of the
Priest, as the head of the Parish, the First Chanter, and up
to fifteen (15) elected lay members. The General Assembly
may fix a lesser number of elected lay members, but in no
case shall it be fewer than five (5).

ARTICLE 31.02. The Parish Council is responsible to the
Parish General Assembly and to the Archbishop for con-
ducting all Parish affairs in keeping with the mission, aims
and purposes of the Church as set forth in the Statutes. The
Parish Council shall be deemed to mean also Board of
Trustees or Board of Directors when such designations are
required by local statute.

ARTICLE 31.03. The officers of the Parish Council shall be
a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, two
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in acest Statut si sunt ele insele organizatii scutite de taxe
in conformitate cu sectia 501(c)(3) al Codului Fiscal sau cu
sectia corespunzatoare al oricarui viitor Cod Fiscal al
Statelor Unite ale Americii sau in Canada, The Income Tax
Act. Pentru ca acest transfer sd fie valabil trebuie si fie
aprobat cu un vot majoritar de catre Adunarea Generala
Parohiala si ratificat de cétre Consiliul Eparhial nu mai
devreme decét cu un an inainte de a fi luatd in considera-
re dizolvarea parohiei. In caz contrar, vor fi aplicate
prevederile Articolului 29.02.

CAPITOLUL XXX
FUZIONAREA PAROHIILOR

ARTICOLUL 30.01. Cind Consiliile Parohiale ale doua sau
mai multor parohii au hotarat ca ar fi in interesul acestor
parohii sa fuzioneze si sa aiba doar o singura biserici, se va
convoca Adunarea Generald a fiecarei parohii prin in-
stiintare scrisa, inainte cu cel putin paisprezece (14) zile.
La fiecare Adunare Generald trebuie sa fie prezent cel putin
un cvorum. Aprobarea fuziondrii va necesita acceptul
tuturor Adunarilor Generale ale parohiilor cu un vot de
doud treimi (%) din numérul membrilor prezenti si cu
drept de vot la Adunirile Parohiale. Fuzionarea parohiilor
necesitd consimtdmaéntul Arhiepiscopului si al Consiliului
Eparhial.

ARTICOLUL 30.02. Arhiepiscopul, in consultare cu Con-
siliul Eparhial, poate de asemenea si initieze procesul de
fuzionare al parohiilor, potrivit prevederilor Articolului
30.01 de mai inainte.

CAPITOLUL XXXI
CONSILIUL PAROHIAL

ARTICOLUL 31.01. Alegerea in Consiliul Parohial este o
slujire si toti cei care servesc sunt chemati sa marturiseasca
pe Hristos si credinta Ortodoxa tuturor celor pe care-i
intalnesc in toate aspectele vietii. Consiliul Parohial va fi
constituit din Preot, in calitate de conducitor al parohiei,
primul cantédret, si pana la cincisprezece (15) membri
mireni alesi. Adunarea Generala poate hotari asupra unui
numar mai mic de membri mireni alesi, dar in nici un caz
nu pot sd fie mai putini de cinci (5).

ARTICOLUL 31.02. Consiliul Parohial este raspunzator
fata de Adunarea Generald a parohiei si fata de Arhiepis-
cop pentru administrarea tuturor treburilor parohiei, con-
form cu misiunea, scopul si menirea Bisericii, asa cum sunt
definite in Statut. Consiliul Parohial va fi de asemenea
recunoscut drept Consiliu de Administratie sau Consiliul
Directorilor, atunci cAnd astfel de desemnari sunt cerute
de statutul local.

ARTICOLUL 31.03. Membrii Consiliului Parohial vor

Page 40



(2) Auditors, and such other officers as the Parish Gener-
al Assembly may by vote establish.

ARTICLE 31.04. The members of the Parish Council are
elected for a term of two (2) years by the Parishioners in
good standing. A Parish Council member may be elected
to successive or multiple terms of service.

ARTICLE 31.05. A vacancy on the Parish Council shall be
considered to exist in the event of: the death or resigna-
tion of a member; the physical or mental incapacity of a
member; the invalidation of the election of a member; or
the failure of a member to be current in his stewardship
financial obligations to the Parish.

ARTICLE 31.06. A member of the Parish Council may be
removed in accordance with the following provisions,
other than as provided in Article 31.07, below:

(a) Removal from the Parish Council shall also be
considered when a member: (1) is not or has
ceased to be loyal to the doctrines, canons, wor-
ship, discipline, customs and practices of the
Church; (2) is in violation of these Regulations or
the Hierarchical Encyclicals of the Archdiocese;
(3) does not recognize the duly constituted eccle-
siastical authorities of the Archdiocese; (4) is
guilty of a serious moral transgression; or (5) has
violated his/her oath of office or has engaged in
actions which do not further the administrative
or spiritual well being of the Parish or the Arch-
diocese.

(b) In the event that the Parish Priest and a majority
of the Parish Council members believe that the
removal of a Parish Council member is required
for one or more of the reasons listed in subsec-
tion (a) (1) through (5) above, the Priest shall sub-
mit his recommendation, in writing, for the
removal of the member to the Archbishop with a
copy sent to the effected Parish Council member.

(c) If the Archbishop, upon the recommendation of
the Priest and the Parish Council members, or for
any other reason, determines that the removal of
a Parish Council member is necessary for one or
more of the reasons listed in subsection (a) (1)
through (s5) above, the Archbishop shall submit
his recommendation regarding the matter to the
Archdiocesan Council for its decision and shall
notify the Priest and Parish Council of such deci-
sion. If any member(s) of the Parish Council is
removed, the matter shall not be brought before
a Parish Assembly, without the consent and par-
ticipation of the Dean, the Archbishop or his rep-
resentative.

(d) Prior to removing all or a majority of the mem-
bers of a Parish Council for any reason(s) during
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ocupa urmatoarele functii: un Presedinte, un Vice Presed-
inte, un Secretar, un Casier, doi (2) Auditori precum si alte
functii pe care Adunarea Generald Parohiala le poate sta-
bili prin vot.

ARTICOLUL 31.04. Membrii Consiliului Parohial sunt alesi
pentru un termen de doi (2) ani de citre membrii in buna
randuiald. Un membru al Consiliului Parohial poate fi ales
pentru termene succesive sau multiple.

ARTICOLUL 31.05. O vacantare in Consiliul Parohial se
creaza prin: decesul sau demisia unui membru;
incapacitatea psihica sau fizica a unui membru; nevali-
darea alegerii unui membru sau neglijarea obligatiilor
financiare fatd de parohie ale unui membru.

ARTICOLUL 31.06. Un membru al Consiliului Parohial
poate fi demis, potrivit urmatoarelor prevederi, altele decat
cele prevdzute de Articolul 31.07 de mai jos:

(a) Demiterea din Consiliul Parohial poate fi
deasemenea considerata cAind un membru: (1) nu
este sau a incetat sd fie credincios doctrinei,
canoanelor, cultului, traditiilor si practicii Bise-
ricii; (2) nu se conformeaza acestor Reglementéri
sau indrumarilor Ierarhice ale Arhiepiscopiei; (3)
nu recunoaste autoritatile bisericesti corespunza-
tor constituite ale Arhiepiscopiei; (4) este vino-
vat de incalcari morale serioase, sau (5) a incalcat
jurdmantul oficiului sdu, sau s-a angajat in actiu-
ni care nu promoveaza bunastarea administrativa
si duhovniceasca a parohiei sau a Arhiepiscopiei.

(b) In cazul cand Preotul Paroh si majoritatea mem-
brilor Consiliului Parohial considerd cd
demiterea unui membru al Consiliului Parohial
este necesard, dintr-unul sau mai multe motive
aratate in subsectiunea (a) (1) pani la (5) de mai
sus, Preotul va inainta Arhiepiscopului recoman-
darea sa, in scris, pentru demiterea membrului,
o copie fiind trimisd membrului Consiliului
Parohial in cauza.

(¢) Daci Arhiepiscopul, la recomandarea Preotului
si a membrilor Consiliului Parohial, sau din ori-
care alt motiv, considera ci demiterea membru-
lui Consiliului Parohial este necesard, pentru
unul sau mai multe din motivele ardtate in
aliniatul (a) (1) pana la (5) de mai sus, Arhiepis-
copul va prezenta recomandarea sa in acest sens
Consiliului Eparhial pentru luarea deciziei, si va
instiinta Preotul si Consiliul Parohial de o aseme-
nea decizie. Dacé vreunul din membrii Consiliu-
lui Parohial este demis, problema nu va fi pusa in
discutie la Adunarea Generald Parohiala fira
consimtdmantul si participarea Protopopului, a
Arhiepiscopului sau a reprezentantului siu.
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the same twenty four (24) month period, the
Archbishop shall consult with and obtain the
consent of the Archdiocesan Council. When an
individual or individuals are removed from the
Parish Council by the Archdiocese, the
vacancy(ies) created shall be filled through direct
appointment by the Archbishop from among the
Parish’s Parishioners in good standing to fulfill
the term of the person removed. The interim
Parish Council shall serve for such period of time
as the Hierarch may determine, but in no event
longer than twenty four (24) months.

(e) The effected Parish Council member(s) shall be
afforded an opportunity to challenge the grounds
on which they are being removed before the
Archdiocesan Council.

ARTICLE 31.07. Members of the Parish Council must
attend Parish Council meetings. No proxies are permitted.
In the event of an emergency, a special telephonic meet-
ing may be called by the Priest and Parish Council Presi-
dent. A member who misses three (3) consecutive meet-
ings without justifiable cause, may be relieved of his/her
office upon prior notice to the member and the majority
vote of the Parish Council.

ARTICLE 31.08. Except as specified above with respect to
removals by the Archbishop, a vacancy on the Parish
Council shall be promptly filled by the Parish Council by
electing a successor therefore from among the Parishioners
in good standing of the Parish. Such successor shall serve
for the unexpired portion of the term of the vacant office.
If a vacancy on the Parish Council occurs after the Parish
Council elections but before the first meeting of the Parish
Council the vacancy shall be filled after the first meeting of
the Parish Council.

ARTICLE 31.09. All Parish Council members must sign
and abide by the Conflict of Interest Policy promulgated
by the Archdiocese.

CHAPTER XXXII
ELECTION OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
AND OFFICERS

ARTICLE 32.01. Members of the Parish Council shall be
elected by the Parishioners in good standing of the Parish
in accordance with the Statutes. The election of the mem-
bers of the Parish Council shall take place at the Annual
Parish General Assembly meeting held on a Sunday in Jan-
uary following the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. The
majority of Parishioners in good standing present and vot-
ing on the date of the Annual Parish General Assembly
shall elect the members of the Parish Council
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(d) Tnainte de demiterea tuturor sau a majoritatii
membrilor Consiliului Parohial, pentru orice
motiv, pe parcursul aceleiasi perioade de doua-
zeci si patru (24) de luni, Arhiepiscopul se va
consulta cu, si va obtine consimtamantul Consi-
liului Eparhial. Cand o persoana este demisa din
Consiliul Parohial de cétre Arhiepiscopie,
vacantarea creata se va completa prin numire
directd de cétre Arhiepiscop, din randul mem-
brilor in buna randuiald ai Parohiei, ca sd ducd la
indeplinire termenul persoanei indepartate. Con-
siliul Parohial interimar va functiona pentru
perioada de timp hotarata de Arhiepiscop, dar in
nici un caz mai lunga de doudzeci si patru (24)
de luni.

(e) Membrului Consiliului Parohial in cauzi i se va
da posibilitatea sa conteste, inaintea Consiliului
Eparhial, motivele pentru care a fost demis.

ARTICOLUL 31.07. Membrii Consiliului Parohial trebuie
sd participe la sedintele Consiliului Parohial. Nu sunt per-
mise imputernicirile. In caz de urgent3, Preotul si Presed-
intele Consiliului Parohial pot convoca o sedinté tele-
fonicd speciald. Un membru care lipseste de la trei (3) se-
dinte consecutive fira un motiv intemeiat, poate fi eliberat
din functia sa dupd o instiintare anterioara si prin votul
majoritatii membrilor Consiliului Parohial.

ARTICOLUL 31.08. Exceptind cele specificate mai sus cu
privire la demiterile ficute de catre Arhiepiscop, o
vacantare in Consiliul Parohial va fi prompt completaté de
catre Consiliul Parohial, prin alegerea unui succesor din
randul membrilor in bund randuiald ai Parohiei. Un astfel
de succesor va servi pe durata neexpiratd a termenului
functiei vacante. Daci apare o vacantare in Consiliul Paro-
hial dupa alegerea Consiliului Parohial dar inainte de
prima sedinta a Consiliului Parohial, vacantarea va fi com-
pletatd dupé prima sedinté a Consiliului Parohial.

ARTICOLUL 31.09. Toti membrii Consiliului Parohial tre-
buie sd semneze si sa se supuna documentului “Conflictul
de Interes” promulgat de catre Arhiepiscopie.

CAPITOLUL XXXII
ALEGEREA CONSILIULUI PAROHIAL
SI AFUNCTIILOR

ARTICOLUL 32.01. Membrii Consiliului Parohial vor fi
alesi de catre membrii parohiei cu drept de vot in confor-
mitate cu prevederile acestui Statut. Alegerea membrilor
Consiliului Parohial va avea loc la Adunarea Generald
Anuald a Parohiei tinutd dupd Sfanta Liturghie intr-una
din duminicile lunii ianuarie. Membrii Consiliului Paro-
hial vor fi alesi prin votul parohienilor cu drept de vot
prezenti in ziua Adundrii Generale Anuale a Parohiei.
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ARTICLE 32.02. A candidate for the Parish Council must
be a Parishioner in good standing of the Parish for at least
one (1) year immediately preceding the date of the election
and must live his/her life in accordance with the faith and
canons of the Church, attending divine services regularly
and participating in the sacramental life of the Church.
The Parish Priest determines whether a Parishioner is in
canonical and financial good standing as specified in these
Statutes, Chapter XXV, above.

ARTICLE 32.03. Four weeks before the Annual General
Assembly at which the election is to take place, the Parish
Council shall select a Nominating Committee composed
of no fewer than three (3) lay persons of good repute
charged with soliciting candidates to stand for election to
the new Parish Council. The Parish Priest shall also serve
as member of the Nominating Committee. The parish-
ioners shall be informed of the membership of this Nom-
inating Committee and urged to suggest appropriate per-
sons for their consideration.

ARTICLE 32.04. After the Parish Priest has verified the
canonical and financial good standing of the persons
under consideration for election, the Nominating Com-
mittee shall prepare and publish the list of candidates for
consideration by the General Assembly.

ARTICLE 32.05. A ballot shall be prepared for use by the
General Assembly. However, election may be made by
either voice vote or the showing of hands, if the Assembly
by majority vote so decides.

ARTICLE 32.06. Additional nominations may be made
from the floor of the Assembly, but in no case shall a per-
son be elected who has not been verified by the Parish
Priest as provided in Article 32.02 and Article 32.04, above.

ARTICLE 32.07. The election results shall be entered in
the minutes of the General Assembly showing the num-
ber of votes cast for each candidate and signed by the Offi-
cers of the General Assembly. The candidates receiving the
greatest number of votes shall be declared elected for the
ensuing term, subject to ratification by the Archdiocese.
In the event of a tied vote, the other members of the
incoming Parish Council shall fill the office from among
the tied candidates by majority vote at their first Parish
Council meeting, pending the ratification by the Archdio-
cese. If otherwise found to be qualified, all of the tied can-
didates may be provisionally approved by the Archbishop
as eligible to be elected if he also decides to ratify the entire
election results. The individual finally elected from among
those tied shall, after his/her election, take the oath of
office.

ARTICLE 32.08. Any Parishioner in good standing who
was present at the electoral General Assembly of the Parish
and questions the validity of the election may, within five
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ARTICOLUL 32.02. Candidatii pentru Consiliul Parohial
trebuie sd fie membri in buna randuiala ai parohiei timp de
cel putin un an imediat anterior datei alegerilor si trebuie
sd aibd o vietuire conforma cu credinta si canoanele bise-
ricesti si sa participe la viata sacramental a Bisericii. Preo-
tul Paroh stabileste daca un enorias indeplineste conditiile
canonice si obligatiile financiare specificate in acest Statut,
capitolul XXV de mai sus.

ARTICOLUL 32.03. Cu patru siptdméani inainte de
Adunarea Generald Anuald la care vor avea loc alegerile,
Consiliul Parohial va alege un Comitet de Propunere com-
pus din cel putin trei (3) persoane laice cu reputatie bund,
imputernicit sé solicite candidati pentru alegerea noului
Consiliu Parohial. Din Comitetul de Propunere va face
parte si preotul paroh. Membrii parohiei vor fi informati
despre componenta Comitetului de Propunere si li se va
cere s3 propund persoane potrivite spre considerare.

ARTICOLUL 32.04. Dupai ce Preotul Paroh a verificat ca
persoanele propuse indeplinesc conditiile canonice si
financiare, Comitetul de Propunere va pregati si va face
publica lista candidatilor propusi spre considerarea
Adundrii Generale.

ARTICOLUL 32.05. Se vor pregiti buletine de vot pentru
a fi folosite de Adunarea Generald insd votarea poate fi
facutd verbal sau prin ridicarea méinii, dacd majoritatea
celor prezenti la Adunare hotaraste aceasta.

ARTICOLUL 32.06. Alte propuneri de candidati pot fi
facute la Adunarea Generald dar in nici un caz o persoana
nu poate fi aleasa fara ca Preotul Paroh si o verifice, con-
form Articolului 32.02 si Articolului 32.04 de mai sus.

ARTICOLUL 32.07. Rezultatele alegerilor vor fi trecute in
procesul verbal al Adunarii Generale, inregistrandu-se
numarul de voturi obtinute de fiecare candidat si semnat
de biroul Adundrii Generale. Candidatii care au obtinut
cel mai mare numar de voturi vor fi declarati alesi pentru
termenul care urmeaza, sub rezerva aprobarii de catre
Arhiepiscopie. In caz de baraj, ceilalti membri ai viitorului
Consiliu Parohial vor alege castigatorul prin vot la prima
sedinta a Consiliului Parohial sub rezerva aprobarii de
citre Arhiepiscopie. Candidatii care au obtinut voturi
egale, daca indeplinesc restul conditiilor, pot fi aprobati
provizoriu de catre Arhiepiscop, dacd este de acord cu
rezultatul alegerilor, iar persoana aleasa poate depune
juramantul dupa ce a fost aleasa de citre Consiliu.

ARTICOLUL 32.08. Orice membru in buna randuiald al
parohiei care a fost prezent la Adunarea Generald elec-
torald a Parohiei si contestd validitatea alegerilor, poate ca
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(5) days after such election, lodge a written challenge with
the Archbishop. Such challenge shall be signed by the
questioning Parishioner and at least four (4) other Parish-
ioners in good standing who were also present at that elec-
toral General Assembly. The challenge shall list in detail
all the alleged violations. In the event that a challenge is
filed and such challenge is considered by the Archbishop
to have merit, he shall present the challenge to the Arch-
diocesan Council for its adjudication. If the Council
upholds the challenge, the election shall be declared null
and void and a new election will be ordered. The decision
of the Archbishop and the Council thereon shall be final.

ARTICLE 32.09. In case of the resignation of any mem-
ber-elect of the incoming Parish Council or a vacancy for
any other reason in the interim between the day of elec-
tions and the oath of office, the members of the incoming
Council shall, after the oath, elect a new member from
among the Parishioners in good standing to fill the vacan-
cy.

ARTICLE 32.10. In the event that an insufficient number
of candidates shall be nominated for election to the Parish
Council, the election of those nominated shall take place in
accordance with the above election procedures. The Parish
Council, after the ratification of the election and taking
office, shall proceed to elect officers as provided for below,
and then shall fill any vacancies on the Council from
among the Parishioners in good standing. Those elected
by the Parish Council shall, in such order as may be deter-
mined by the Council, and following ratification by the
Archdiocese, serve the term that a member duly elected
by the Parish General Assembly would have served.

ARTICLE 32.11. At the first meeting of the Parish Council
after the election has been ratified and the oath has been
taken, the Parish Priest shall preside over the election of
the Parish Council Officers. The Parish Council shall elect
from among its ranks and by majority vote: a president,
vice-president, secretary, treasurer, two (2) auditors, and
such other officers as may have been established by the
General Assembly for the well-being of the parish.

ARTICLE 32.12. The offices of the President or Treasurer
shall not be held by the same person for more than six (6)
consecutive years, except by special permission of the
Archbishop.

ARTICLE 32.13. In the event that the office of the Presi-
dent of the Parish Council shall become vacant, the Vice
President, shall assume the office of President. Any other
office that may become vacant shall be filled by election of
the Parish Council.
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in termen de cinci (5) zile de la alegeri sd depund o contes-
tatie scrisa adresata Arhiepiscopului. Aceasta contestatie
trebuie semnatd de persoana in cauza si de cel putin alti
patru (4) membri in bund randuiald ai parohiei care au fost
prezenti la Adunarea Generald Anuala. Contestatia trebuie
s prezinte in detaliu toate asa zisele nereguli. In cazul in
care se primeste o contestatie si daca Arhiepiscopul con-
sidera cd este necesar, el va prezenta contestatia Consiliu-
lui Eparhial pentru a lua o decizie. Dacd Consiliul gaseste
contestatia indreptititd, alegerile vor fi anulate si vor fi
recomandate noi alegeri. Decizia Arhiepiscopului si a Con-
siliului va fi definitiva.

ARTICOLUL 32.09. In cazul in care un membru ales in
viitorul Consiliu Parohial demisioneaza sau dacd apare un
loc vacant din orice alt motiv in perioada dintre ziua
alegerilor si depunerea jurdmantului, membrii noului
Consiliu vor alege dupa depunerea juramantului un nou
membru dintre parohienii in buna randuiald ca sa com-
pleteze postul vacant.

ARTICOLUL 32.10. In cazul in care vor fi propusi pentru
alegere in Consiliul Parohial un numar insuficient de can-
didati, alegerea celor propusi va avea loc in conformitate
cu procedura de mai sus. Dupa aprobarea alegerilor si
dupa preluarea conducerii, Consiliul Parohial va proceda
la alegerea functiilor, conform prevederilor de mai jos si
apoi vor completa locurile vacante in Consiliu cu persoane
dintre parohienii in bund rinduiala. Cei alesi de catre Con-
siliul Parohial, in ordinea decisé de catre Consiliu, si dupa
aprobarea Arhiepiscopiei, vor duce la bun sfarsit termenul
pe care un consilier ales de citre Adunarea Generald l-ar fi
indeplinit.

ARTICOLUL 32.11. La prima sedinta a Consiliului Paro-
hial, dupa ce alegerile au fost aprobate si s-a depus
jurdmantul, Preotul Paroh va prezida alegerea functiilor
Consiliului Parohial. Consiliul Parohial va alege din ran-
durile sale prin majoritate de voturi: un presedinte,
vicepresedinte, secretar, casier, doi (2) auditori si alte
functii decise de Adunarea Generald pentru bunul mers al
parohiei.

ARTICOLUL 32.12. Posturile de Presedinte si Casier nu pot
fi detinute de aceleasi persoane pentru o perioadd mai
mare de sase (6) ani, decat cu aprobarea speciala a Arhie-
piscopului.

ARTICOLUL 32.13. In cazul in care postul de Presedinte
devine vacant, Vicepresedintele va prelua functia de
Presedinte. Orice altd functie devenitéd vacanta va fi com-
pletatd prin alegere de cétre Consiliul Parohial.
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CHAPTER XXXIII
RATIFICATION OF ELECTION
OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
AND OATH OF OFFICE

ARTICLE 33.01. No earlier than five (5) and not later than
eight (8) days after the election is held, the Parish Priest
shall forward the results to the Archbishop. The Priest shall
at the same time verify in writing that all candidates were
qualified and that the election was conducted in accor-
dance with these Statutes. It shall be confirmed that the
Parish has met its financial obligations to the Archdiocese.

ARTICLE 33.02. The election will not be considered final
until receipt of ratification of the election by the Archbish-
op. The oath of office shall not be administered until such
ratification is received. The existing Parish Council shall
continue to fulfill its function until the election of the new

Parish Council is ratified and members have taken the oath
of office.

ARTICLE 33.03. If no challenge to the election has been
lodged with the Archdiocese, the Archbishop may, at his
discretion, ratify the election. If a challenge to the election
has been filed, the existing Parish Council shall continue to
fulfill its function until the status of the challenge has been
decided by the Archdiocesan Council. In all cases, the
results of the Parish Council elections shall be submitted to
the Archdiocesan Council for their review and final ratifi-
cation.

ARTICLE 33.04. After ratification of the election has been
received from the Archbishop, a special ceremony shall be
held at the close of the Divine Liturgy in which all the
members of the Parish Council will take the oath of office
jointly. In the event that a member elected to the Parish
Council is not present for the oath of office, the Priest shall
administer the oath to such member at the first Parish
Council meeting. The oath shall be administered by the
Priest and shall be repeated by all the members of the
Parish Council. The oath of office shall be administered no
later than one (1) week following ratification being received
from the Archbishop or as soon as practicable. Until such
time, the prior Parish Council shall continue to fulfill the
responsibilities of the Parish Council.

ARTICLE 33.05. Each member or member-elect of the
Parish Council is obliged, without exception, to take the
following oath of office and thereafter subscribe his/her
name thereto:

(a) “In the name of the Holy Trinity, I (name), elect-
ed as a member of the Parish Council of the
Church of (name of Church), solemnly affirm
that I will uphold the dogmas, teachings, tradi-
tions, holy canons, discipline, worship, and moral
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CAPITOLUL XXXIII
APROBAREA ALEGERII
CONSILIULUI PAROHIAL §I
DEPUNEREA JURAMANTULUI

ARTICOLUL 33.01. Nu mai devreme de cinci (5) zile si nu
mai tarziu de opt (8) zile dupd alegeri, Preotul Paroh va
inainta Arhiepiscopului rezultatele alegerilor. Cu aceasta
ocazie, Preotul Paroh va confirma in scris ca toti candi-
datii indeplinesc conditiile cerute si ca alegerile au decurs
in conformitate cu acest Statut.

ARTICOLUL 33.02. Alegerile vor fi considerate definitive
numai dupd primirea aprobarii Arhiepiscopului. Jurdmén-
tul va fi depus doar dupé primirea acestei aprobari. Con-
siliul Parohial existent va rimane in functie pana la apro-
barea noului Consiliu Parohial ales si pdnd cAnd membrii
sdi au depus jurdméntul.

ARTICOLUL 33.03. Dacd nu s-a primit nici o contestatie
cu privire la alegeri, Arhiepiscopul poate, la discretia sa, sa
aprobe alegerile. Daca alegerile au fost contestate, Consi-
liul Parohial existent va continua sd-si indeplineasca
functia pana cand rezultatul contestatiei a fost decis de
catre Consiliul Eparhial.

ARTICOLUL 33.04. Dupid ce s-a primit aprobarea
alegerilor de la Arhiepiscop, la sfarsitul Sfintei Liturghii se
va tine o ceremonie speciald in care toti membrii Consiliu-
lui Parohial vor depune juriméntul impreund. In cazul in
care un membru al Consiliului Parohial nu este prezent la
jurdmant, Preotul va administra juramantul acestui mem-
bru la prima sedintd a Consiliului Parohial. Juramantul se
va administra nu mai tarziu de o (1) saptiménd de la prim-
irea aprobarii Arhiepiscopului sau cit mai curand posibil.
Pana atunci, Consiliul Parohial anterior va indeplini
responsabilitatile Consiliului Parohial.

ARTICOLUL 33.05. Fiecare membru sau membru-ales al
Consiliului Parohial este obligat, fara exceptie, sa depund
urmatorul juramant, iar apoi sa-1 respecte:

(a) “In numele Sfintei Treimi, eu (numele), ales
membru in Consiliul Parohial al bisericii (numele
bisericii), jur in mod solemn ca voi respecta dog-
mele, invatéturile, traditiile, sfintele canoane, dis-
ciplina, cultul si principiile morale ale Bisericii
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principles of the Orthodox Church and will ful-
fill faithfully and sincerely the duties and obliga-
tions required of a member of the Parish Coun-
cil, respecting church law and regulations and the
Statutes of the Archdiocese. So help me God”
(b) A person declining to take the oath and subscribe
to same shall not be a member of the Parish
Council and his/her office shall be deemed

vacant.

CHAPTER XXXIV
MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

ARTICLE 34.01. The Parish Council shall hold regular
meetings usually once a month, and such special meetings
whenever the Priest, the President, or a majority of the
Parish Council may deem it necessary.

ARTICLE 34.02. A majority of the entire (fixed) member-
ship of the Parish Council shall constitute a quorum for
the transaction of business. Vacancies on the Parish Coun-
cil shall not be used in order to establish a quorum.

ARTICLE 34.03. The minutes of the meetings of the Parish
Council shall be signed by the Priest, the President and the
Secretary.

CHAPTER XXXV
PARISH ADMINISTRATION

ARTICLE 35.01. The Priest as head of the Parish, by virtue
of the ecclesiastical authority vested in him, shall guide and
oversee the Parish. The Priest with the Parish Council are
responsible to the Archbishop for the whole life and activ-
ities of the Parish.

ARTICLE 35.02. Each Parish shall be administered by the
Priest and Parish Council cooperatively.

ARTICLE 35.03. All committees or boards of the Parish,
except for the Nominating Committee and the Auditing
Committee, shall be under the jurisdiction of the Priest
and Parish Council. The Auditors shall have all authority
to examine, without hindrance, the financial and related
documents of the Parish.

ARTICLE 35.04. The members of the Parish Council shall
attend divine services regularly and participate in the
sacramental life of the Church, thereby setting an exam-
ple for the Parishioners. Under the leadership of the Priest,
the Parish Council shall:

(a) assist the Priest in the administration of the
affairs and ministries of the Parish;

(b) establish the appropriate committees, including
but not limited to Stewardship, Finance, Fund-
raising, Planning and Real Estate committees;
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Ortodoxe si voi indeplini cu credinta si sinceri-
tate insarcinarile si obligatiile cerute unui mem-
bru al Consiliului Parohial, respectand legile si
regulamentele bisericesti si Statutul Arhiepis-
copiei. Asa sa-mi ajute Dumnezeu!”

(b) Persoana care refuza sd depund juramantul si sa-1
respecte nu va fi membru al Consiliului Parohial
si locul sdu va fi declarat vacant.

CAPITOLUL XXXIV
SEDINTELE CONSILIULUI PAROHIAL

ARTICOLUL 34.01. Consiliul Parohial va tine sedinte
ordinare, de regula o data pe luna, si sedinte speciale dupa
caz cand Preotul, Presedintele, sau majoritatea Consiliu-
lui Parohial considerd necesar.

ARTICOLUL 34.02. Pentru ca hotérarile luate sa fie valide,
este necesard o majoritate absoluta a membrilor Consiliu-
lui Parohial. Locurile vacante din Consiliu nu vor fi luate
in consideratie pentru stabilirea majoritatii.

ARTICOLUL 34.03. Procesele verbale ale sedintelor Con-
siliului Parohial vor fi semnate de cétre Preot, Presedinte si
Secretar.

CAPITOLUL XXXV
ADMINISTRAREA PAROHIEI

ARTICOLUL 35.01. Preotul, in calitate de conducitor al
Parohiei, in virtutea autoritatii ecleziastice investite in el, va
indruma si supraveghea Parohia. Preotul si Consiliul Paro-
hial sunt rdspunzatori in fata Arhiepiscopului pentru
activitatile si intreaga viata din Parohie.

ARTICOLUL 35.02. Fiecare Parohie va fi administrata de
cdtre Preot in cooperare cu Consiliul Parohial.

ARTICOLUL 35.03. Toate comitetele sau comisiile Paro-
hiei, cu exceptia Comitetului de Propuneri si Comitetului
Controlorilor Financiari, vor fi sub supravegherea Preotu-
lui si a Consiliului Parohial. Auditorii vor avea toata autori-
tatea sd controleze, fard opreliste, documentele financiare
sau de domeniu, ale parohiei.

ARTICOLUL 35.04. Membrii Consiliului Parohial vor par-
ticipa la slujbele bisericesti in mod regulat si vor participa
la viata spirituald a bisericii, fiind exemple in fata enoria-
silor. Sub conducerea Preotului, Consiliul Parohial:

(a) vaajuta preotul la administrarea treburilor si ser-
viciilor parohiei;

(b) wva stabili comitetele necesare, incluzand comite-
tul de Administratie, Financiar, de Adunari de
Fonduri, de Planificare si de Proprietati
Imobiliare, si altele;
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(c) prepare budgets for the Parish’s administration
and ministries and collect the revenue of the
Parish;

(d) provide for the Priest’s remuneration and bene-
fits in accordance with the Clergy Compensation
Plan of the Archdiocese;

(e) provide financing for the salaries of the Parish
personnel;

(f) provide for financial resources for the Parish’s
administration and for the Parish’s spiritual, edu-
cational and other ministries and expenses;

(g) buy, sell or mortgage Parish property, subject to
the approval of the Parish Assembly and the pro-
visions of these Statutes;

(h) provide for payments and assessments for sup-
port of the Archdiocese as fixed by the Congress;

(i) submit to the Archbishop and the Archdiocese,
at the end of each year, the financial statement of
the Parish for that year, certified by the Parish’s
Auditors, and the Parish budget for the ensuing
year;

(j)  submit annual Parish profile reports that may be
required by the Archdiocese;

(k) adhere to the Statutes and decisions promulgated
at the Congress.

(1)  and otherwise provide for compliance with any
other policies, rules, regulations or requirements
of the Archdiocese.

ARTICLE 35.05. All personnel employed by the Parish, are
engaged or discharged by the Parish Council with the con-
sent of the Priest.

ARTICLE 35.06. The Parish Priest and Parish Council
shall be responsible for all personnel employed by the
Parish. In addition, the Parish Priest and the Parish Coun-
cil shall be responsible for the Parish’s adherence to all
applicable personnel and volunteer policies promulgated
by the Archdiocese.

ARTICLE 35.07. Upon the expiration of its term, the
Parish Council shall surrender to the succeeding Parish
Council all Parish records, including the list of Parish-
ioners, minute books, bankbooks, checkbooks, financial
records, and all other property of the Parish.

ARTICLE 35.08. The Parish Council and its officers may
exercise any additional authority, consistent with the Stat-
ues.

ARTICLE 35.09. Ifa problem should arise between a Priest
and the Parish Council, the matter shall not be brought
before the Parish Assembly. The Priest or the Parish Coun-
cil shall have the right to refer the matter to the Archbish-
op who may refer the matter to the Dean, the Archdioce-
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(c) vapregati bugetul pentru administrarea parohiei
si a serviciilor parohiei si va colecta veniturile
parohiei;

(d) sevaingriji de remuneratia si beneficiile preotu-
lui in concordantd cu Planul de Compensare a
Clerului Arhiepiscopiei;

(e) vaasigura finantele pentru salariile personalului
parohiei;

(f) va asigura resursele financiare pentru adminis-
trarea parohiei si pentru necesitatile spirituale,
educative si alte activitéti si cheltuieli ale paro-
hiei;

(g) va cumpara, vinde sau ipoteca proprietatea
parohiei cu aprobarea Adundrii Parohiale si in
conformitate cu prevederile acestui Statut;

(h) va asigura platile si contributiile de sustinere a
Arhiepiscopiei stabilite de Congres;

(i) vainainta Arhiepiscopului si Arhiepiscopiei, la
sfarsitul fiecarui an, raportul financiar al parohiei
pentru acel an, aprobat de citre controlorii
parohiei, si bugetul parohiei pentru anul urma-
tor;

(j)  va inainta rapoartele anuale cu profilul parohiei
cerute de Arhiepiscopie;

(k) varespecta Statutul si deciziile luate la Congres.

(I)  va asigura respectarea altor prevederi, reguli,
regulamente sau solicitari ale Arhiepiscopiei.

ARTICOLUL 35.05. Tot personalul parohiei este angajat
sau demis de Consiliul Parohial cu consimtamantul
preotului.

ARTICOLUL 35.06. Preotul Paroh si Consiliul Parohial
raspund de tot personalul angajat de parohie. In plus,
Preotul Paroh si Consiliul Parohial vor fi raspunzatori de
respectarea tuturor regulilor referitoare la personal sau
voluntari, promulgate de citre Arhiepiscopie.

ARTICOLUL 35.07. La expirarea termenului siu, Consi-
liul Parohial va preda noului Consiliu Parohial toate actele
parohiei, inclusiv lista membrilor parohiei, registrul de
procese verbale, carnetele de banca, carnetele de cecuri,
actele financiare si orice altd proprietate a Parohiei.

ARTICOLUL 35.08. Consiliul Parohial si membrii sdi vor
avea autoritate in orice altd problema, in conformitate cu
Statutul.

ARTICOLUL 35.09. Dacd ar apdrea o problema intre Preot
si Consiliul Parohial, situatia nu va fi discutatd in cadrul
Adunarii Parohiale. Preotul sau Consiliul Parohial au
dreptul sd se adreseze Arhiepiscopului, care poate reparti-
za cercetarea Protopopului, Consiliului Eparhial sau altui
organ canonic sau juridic, iar hotédrarea finald o va lua
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san Council, or other canonical or judicial body, for final
disposition by the Archbishop. His decision shall be final.

ARTICLE 35.10. In those jurisdictions where, by local
statute persons receiving financial compensation from the
parish are not permitted to serve on the governing body,
the following shall apply:

(a) The Priest shall be informed of all meetings of the
Parish General Assembly and the Parish Coun-
cil;

(b) He shall have the right to be present at all sessions
of the Parish General Assembly and the Parish
Council, except for those portions where his per-
formance or remuneration is discussed;

(c) He shall have the right to speak on all matters
properly before the Parish General Assembly or
the Parish Council, but without the right to make
motions or vote;

(d) He may preside at meetings of these bodies, as
may be required of him according to the provi-
sion of these Statutes, but simply as parliamen-
tary arbiter, without the right to make motions or
vote. If he chooses to speak on an issue before
these bodies, he shall relinquish the chair while
doing so.

CHAPTER XXXVI
PARISH ASSEMBLY

ARTICLE 36.01. The Parish Assembly is the general meet-
ing of the Parishioners in good standing of the Parish and
is the general policy making and appropriating body of the
Parish.

ARTICLE 36.02. A Parish Assembly consists of Parish-
ioners in good standing of the Parish who have met their
stewardship obligations to the Parish. A person whose
name appears on the official roll of Parishioners but who
is in arrears in the payment of his/her stewardship obliga-
tions may take part in the Parish Assembly by meeting
such stewardship obligations on or before the date of the
meeting. If a Parishioner is delinquent for more than the
current calendar year, he/she may vote at the Parish
Assembly only after that Parishioner has met the unful-
filled stewardship financial obligations at least thirty (30)
days before the Parish Assembly. New Parishioners may
exercise their vote at Parish Assemblies if they have been
Parishioners in good standing for at least six (6) months.

ARTICLE 36.03. The Parish Assembly shall generally meet
on Sunday, after the Divine Liturgy and shall open with a
prayer for the invocation of the Holy Spirit. Notice of a
Parish Assembly shall be mailed by post or electronic
media to all Parishioners in good standing at least ten (10)
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Arhiepiscopul. Decizia Arhiepiscopului va fi definitiva.

ARTICOLUL 35.10. Acolo unde, in baza legilor locale, per-
soanele care primesc recompensd financiara de la parohie
nu au dreptul s faca parte din organul ei de conducere, se
vor aplica urmatoarele:

(a) Preotul va fi tinut la curent cu toate sedintele
Adunirii Parohiale Generale si ale Consiliului
Parohial;

(b) Elvaavea dreptul sa fie prezent la toate sedintele
Adunarii Parohiale Generale si ale Consiliului
Parohial, cu exceptia pértilor unde activitatea sau
remuneratia sa sunt discutate;

(c) El va avea dreptul sd se adreseze in mod core-
spunzator, in orice chestiune, Adunarii Parohiale
Generale sau Consiliului Parohial, insé fard drep-
tul de a face propuneri sau de a vota;

(d) El poate prezida sedintele acestor organe, dupa
cum prevede acest Statut, dar numai ca arbitru
parlamentar, fard dreptul de a face propuneri sau
de a vota. Dacd doreste sa se adreseze acestor
organe intr-o chestiune, trebuie s renunte la
pozitia de conducere pe timpul cit vorbeste.

CAPITOLUL XXXVI
ADUNAREA PAROHIALA

ARTICOLUL 36.01. Adunarea Parohiald este sedinta
generald a enoriasilor in bund randuiala si este autoritatea
Parohiala care ia hotarari si vegheazi la aplicarea lor.

ARTICOLUL 36.02. Adunarea Parohiald este compusa din
enoriasii in buna rdnduiala ai Parohiei care si-au achitat
obligatiile de membru fatd de Parohie. O persoand al cérei
nume apare pe lista oficiala a membrilor parohiei dar este
in restantd cu plata membriei poate lua parte la Adunarea
Generald cu conditia sa-si achite obligatiile inainte de data
sau la data adunirii. Enoriasul care este restant pe un ter-
men mai indelungat decét anul in curs poate vota la
Adunarea Generala numai dacd si-a achitat obligatiile
financiare restante cu cel putin treizeci (30) de zile inainte
de Adunarea Parohiala. Enoriasii noi au drept de vot la
Adunarea Generald numai dupa sase (6) luni de vechime
ca membru.

ARTICOLUL 36.03. Adunarea Generala se va intruni de
reguld duminica dupd Sfanta Liturghie si va fi deschisd cu
rugdciunea invocirii Sfantului Duh. Anuntul Adundrii
Parohiale se va trimite prin posta sau prin mijloace elec-
tronice tuturor enoriasilor in buna randuiala, cu cel putin
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days prior to the Assembly and shall include the agenda.
The agenda shall be prepared by the Priest and the Parish
Council and shall include all items to be discussed at the
Assembly. For purposes of this Article the Secretary shall
be the Secretary of the Parish Council.

ARTICLE 36.04. The Priest by virtue of his canonical
appointment is the President of the General Assembly. If
the Dean is present, he presides. Under extraordinary cir-
cumstances, the Archbishop may send his representative to
preside.

ARTICLE 36.05. In order for a Parish Assembly to be con-
stituted legally there shall be not less than twenty five per-
cent (25%) of the parishioners in good standing of a Parish
present. If a this quorum is not achieved, the President of
the Assembly may ask unanimous consent of those present
for the Assembly to proceed. If there is an objection, no
vote can be taken and the Parish Assembly shall be called
a second time the following Sunday. After two unsuccess-
ful attempts to achieve a quorum, the Archbishop shall
determine the quorum and/or make a decision as to how
to proceed.

ARTICLE 36.06. Proxies shall not be permitted at a Parish
Assembly.

ARTICLE 36.07. Regular Parish Assemblies shall be con-
vened by the Priest and the Parish Council, usually twice
each year, at dates fixed by the Parish Council.

ARTICLE 36.08. Special Parish Assemblies shall be held
when the Priest and/or Parish Council deem it necessary.
A special Parish Assembly may be convened for any mat-
ter except for those involving canonical and dogmatic
issues. In addition, and except as otherwise prohibited by
these Statutes or required by law, if at least ten percent
(10%) of the Parishioners in good standing of the Parish
submit a written petition requesting a Parish Assembly, a
special Parish Assembly may be convened. Any such peti-
tion must be submitted to the Priest and the Parish Coun-
cil stating the purpose for the meeting.

ARTICLE 36.09. The Secretary of the Parish Assembly
shall be appointed by the President of the Assembly with
its consent and shall record the minutes of the Assembly.
The President of the Assembly may also appoint one or
more clerks with the consent of the Assembly to assist the
Secretary. The minutes of the Parish Assembly shall be
signed by the Priest, or whomever is President of the
Assembly, and the Secretary of the Parish Assembly.

CHAPTER XXXVII
AUDITORS

ARTICLE 37.01. Two Auditors shall be elected by the
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zece (10) zile inaintea Adunarii si va cuprinde ordinea de
zi. Ordinea de zi va fi pregititd de catre Preot si Consiliul
Parohial si va cuprinde toate punctele ce vor fi discutate la
Adunare. In contextul acestui articol, Secretarul Adunarii
va fi Secretarul Consiliului Parohial.

ARTICOLUL 36.04. Presedintele Adundrii Parohiale este
Preotul, in virtutea functiei sale canonice. Daca Proto-
popul este prezent, el prezideazi. In circumstante extraor-
dinare, Arhiepiscopul poate trimite reprezentantul sdu s
prezideze.

ARTICOLUL 36.05. Pentru ca Adunarea Parohiald si fie
legal constituitd, se cere si fie prezenti cel putin doudzeci
si cinci la sutd (25%) din totalul membrilor in buné ran-
duiald. Daca nu sunt prezenti doudzeci si cinci la sutd
(25%), Presedintele Adunarii poate intreba pe cei prezenti
dacd sunt in unanimitate de acord si continue. Daca sunt
obiectiuni, nu se poate continua si Adunarea Generald va
fi replanificatd pentru duminica urmatoare. Dupd doua
incerciri nereusite de a avea membri suficienti, Arhiepis-
copul va hotdri numérul minim de membri necesar si/sau
va decide cum si se procedeze.

ARTICOLUL 36.06. La Adunarea Generala nu se accepta
imputerniciri.

ARTICOLUL 36.07. Convocarea Adundrilor Parohiale
ordinare se face de cétre Preot si Consiliul Parohial, de
reguld de doua ori pe an, la datele stabilite de Consiliul
Parohial.

ARTICOLUL 36.08. Adundrile Parohiale Extraordinare
vor fi convocate cAnd Preotul si/sau Consiliul Parohial
considera ca sunt necesare. Adunarea Parohiala Extraordi-
nard poate fi convocatd pentru orice problema, cu exceptia
celor canonice si dogmatice. In plus, daci cel putin zece la
sutd (10%) din membrii in bund rdnduiald ai parohiei cer
in scris sd se tind o Adunare Parohiald, se va convoca o
Adunare Parohiala Extraordinard, cu conditia sd nu con-
travina prezentului Statut sau legii. Petitia trebuie inain-
tatd Preotului sau Consiliului Parohial si trebuie sa
mentioneze scopul adundrii.

ARTICOLUL 36.09. Presedintele Adunarii Parohiale, cu
acceptul acesteia, numeste pe Secretarul Adunarii, care va
redacta procesul verbal al Adunarii Parohiale. Presedin-
tele Adunarii poate numi de asemenea unul sau mai multi
membri in biroul adunarii cu consimtiméantul acesteia, ca
sd-1 asiste pe secretar. Procesul Verbal al Adunarii Paro-
hiale va fi semnat de Preot sau de cel care prezideaza
Adunarea si de Secretarul Adunarii Parohiale.

CAPITOLUL XXXVII
CONTROLORII

ARrTICOLUL 37.01. Consiliul Parohial va alege, dintre
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Parish Council from among it’s ranks. They shall have the
financial competency to properly execute their responsi-
bilities.

ARTICLE 37.02. The Auditors shall audit the financial
records of the prior year and prepare a report of such audit
for presentation to the Parish General Assembly which
report shall be completed and presented at a Parish Gen-
eral Assembly no later than three (3) months following the
close of the Parish’s fiscal year. After review by the Parish
General Assembly, the Parish Council shall transmit copies
of the final audit to the Archbishop and the Dean.

ARTICLE 37.03. The service of a Certified Public Account-
ant shall be engaged whenever Parish’s annual gross
income exceeds five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000).

CHAPTER XXXVIII
PARISH FINANCES AND
ARCHDIOCESAN TOTAL COMMITMENT

ARTICLE 38.01. The Parish Council shall be the custodi-
an of all Parish funds.

ARTICLE 38.02. The Parish fiscal year shall be the calen-
dar year. At the first Parish General Assembly of each year
the Parish Council shall present a financial report detailing
all income and expenses for the preceding year.

ARTICLE 38.03. The budget for the ensuing year shall like-
wise be submitted for approval by the Parish General
Assembly at the Annual General Assembly.

ARTICLE 38.04. The Parish budget shall include appro-
priations for sending its delegates to the Archdiocesan
Congresses and Deanery Assemblies and shall include
appropriations for purchasing adequate insurance cover-
age for the Parish, including the replacement value of all
Parish Property, liability coverage for the Parish and its
officers and directors and such other usual and customary
insurance coverages.

ARTICLE 38.05. The Parish budgets must include a line
item for Archdiocesan Financial Commitment, which shall
be calculated according to the decision of the Archdioce-
san Congress.

ARTICLE 38.06. Parish financial statements must be for-
warded to the Archdiocese and Deanery no later than
April 1st of the subsequent year and must:

(a) Include any and all corporations, institutions and
entities under the direct or indirect control of the
Parish or Parish Council. Financial activities out-
side of the normal Parish operating statements
must be reported, however they can be presented
separately and need not be consolidated into the
Parish operating statements.
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membrii sdi, doi Auditori. Ei vor avea competenta finan-
ciard necesara pentru a-si putea indeplini cu bine respon-
sabilitatile.

ARTICOLUL 37.02. Auditorii vor verifica documentele
financiare ale anului precedent si vor pregéti un raport al
controlului efectuat care va fi prezentat Adundrii Parohiale
Generale, nu mai tarziu de trei (3) luni de la inchiderea
anului financiar. Dupa aprobarea Raportului Controlorilor
de citre Adunarea Parohiald Generala, Consiliul Parohial
va trimite Arhiepiscopului si Protopopului copii ale rapor-
tului final.

ARTICOLUL 37.03. In parohiile cu un venit brut mai mare
de cinci sute de mii de dolari ($500,000) se va apela la ser-
viciile unui Contabil Licentiat.

CAPITOLUL XXXVIII
FINANTELE PAROHIEI §I
OBLIGATIILE FATA DE ARHIEPISCOPIE

ARTICOLUL 38.01. Consiliul Parohial va fi administra-
torul tuturor fondurilor Parohiei.

ARTICOLUL 38.02. Anul fiscal al Parohiei va fi anul calen-
daristic. La prima Adunare Parohiald Generald din fiecare
an, Consiliul Parohial va prezenta un raport financiar,
detaliind toate veniturile si cheltuielile din anul precedent.

ARTICOLUL 38.03. La Adunarea Generald Anuald se va
prezenta spre aprobare bugetul pe anul care urmeaza.

ARTICOLUL 38.04. Bugetul Parohiilor va include fonduri
pentru trimiterea delegatilor la Congresul Eparhial, la
Adundrile Protopopesti si pentru plata politelor de asigu-
rare a Parohiei, cuprinzand asigurarea la valoarea de
inlocuire a tuturor bunurilor din proprietatea parohiei,
asigurarea de raspundere legald a Parohiei si a conducito-
rilor ei si orice altd asigurare necesara.

ARTICOLUL 38.05. Bugetul Parohiei trebuie sa prevada
fonduri pentru indeplinirea obligatiilor fata de Arhiepis-
copie, obligatii care vor fi calculate conform hotérarii Con-
gresului Eparhial.

ARTICOLUL 38.06. Situatia financiara a parohiei trebuie
inaintata Arhiepiscopiei si Protopopiatului nu mai tarziu
de 1 (intai) aprilie al anului urmator si trebuie ca:

(a) Saincluda toate corporatiile, institutiile si organi-
zatiile aflate sub controlul direct si indirect al
parohiei sau al Consiliului Parohial. Activitatile
financiare aflate in afara operatiunilor financiare
curente trebuie raportate si ele, insa pot fi prezen-
tate separat si nu trebuie incluse in rapoartele
financiare obisnuite.
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(b) Include a balance sheet, income and loss state-
ment and budgets approved by the Parish Gen-
eral Assembly.

(c) Be certified in writing as to their validity by the
Parish Priest, Parish Council President and
Treasurer.

(d) Be prepared according to the guidelines as set
forth by the Archdiocesan Council.

(e) Include and report all activities of the Parish
including but not limited to building funds, fes-
tivals, special appeals or any and all restricted
Fund Activities.

(f) The Parish shall also submit with their financial
statements, complete copies of all insurance poli-

cies currently in force for the Parish.

ARTICLE 38.07. When submitting its financial statements
to the Archdiocese, the parish shall confirm that it has met
its financial obligations to the Archdiocese. The Arch-
diocesan Council shall also have the authority to sanction
a Parish for its failure to meet its Archdiocesan financial

obligations as set forth in these Statutes.

CHAPTER XXXIX
INFORMAL DISPUTE RESOLUTION

ARTICLE 39.01. Since Because disputes regarding the life
of the Parish will generally involve ecclesiastical and
canonical issues and will always affect the spiritual well
being of the Parish, each Parish and affected individuals
shall abide by the Dispute Resolution Procedures adopted
by the Archdiocesan Council. Such procedures will
encourage individuals to resolve conflicts in a spiritual
manner, invoking the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The pro-
cedures will also include the mechanisms for addressing
grievances and mediating irreconcilable conflicts, provid-
ing an ultimate process for the resolution of disputes.
Therefore, except as may be required otherwise under
these Statutes, Canons and Traditions of the Church, the
Dispute Resolution Procedures adopted by the Archdioce-
san Council shall serve as the sole and exclusive remedy
for addressing and resolving disputes that may arise with-
in the life of the Parish.
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(b) Saincluda o listd de venituri si cheltuieli si buge-
tul aprobat de Adunarea Generala a Parohiei.

(c) Sa fie atestate in scris ca sunt corecte de citre
Preotul Paroh, Presedintele Consiliului Parohial
si Secretarul Financiar.

(d) Safie intocmita in conformitate cu recomandarile
Consiliului Eparhial.

(e) Rapoartele sd cuprinda toate activitatile parohiei,
incluzand, dar nu limitindu-se la fondurile de
constructii, festivaluri, activitati speciale si orice
alte fonduri cu destinatie speciala.

(f) Parohiile vor trimite, odaté cu raportul financiar,
copii complete ale politelor de asigurare in

vigoare ale parohiei.

ARrTICOLUL 38.07. Odati cu trimiterea situatiei financiare
la Arhiepiscopie, parohia trebuie sa confirme ci si-a
indeplinit obligatiile financiare fata de Arhiepiscopie. Con-
siliul Eparhial va avea dreptul si sanctioneze o parohie
pentru neindeplinirea obligatiilor citre Arhiepiscopie, asa

cum au fost stabilite in acest Statut.

CAPITOLUL XXXIX
REZOLVAREA (NEOFICIALA)
A NEINTELEGERILOR

ARTICOLUL 39.01. Deoarece disputele privind viata paro-
hiei in mod general vor cuprinde aspecte ecleziastice si
canonice si intotdeauna vor afecta bunistarea spirituald a
parohiei, fiecare parohie si persoanele afectate vor respec-
ta Procedurile de Rezolvare a Neintelegerilor stabilite de
Consiliul Eparhial. Aceste proceduri vor incuraja
rezolvarea conflictelor in mod duhovnicesc, invocand
indrumarea Sfantului Duh. Procedurile vor include
mecanisme pentru rezolvarea revendicarilor, si medierea
conflictelor ireconciliabile, oferind un proces final de
rezolvare a disputelor. Deci, cu exceptia celor contrare
acestui Statut, Canoanelor si traditiilor bisericesti, Proce-
durile de Rezolvare a Neintelegerilor stabilite de Consiliul
Eparhial vor fi unice si vor constitui remediul exclusiv pen-
tru a adresa si rezolva disputele care ar aparea in viata

Parohiei.
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PART FIVE
CHAPTER XL
SPIRITUAL (ECCLESIASTICAL) COURTS

ARTICLE 40.01. Every member of the Church is entitled
to due canonical procedure in the courts of the Church,
which are the disciplinary and legal forums of the Church.

ARTICLE 40.02. The Spiritual Court (Consistory) of First
Instance functions within the Deanery. Each Spiritual
Court is composed of four members: two members of the
clergy and two members of the laity, nominated by the
Dean, ratified by the Deanery Assembly, and finally
approved by the Archbishop. The Dean or his designee
shall preside over the court as a non-voting member. In
cases involving accusations against members of the cler-
gy, the court shall be restricted in its membership to mem-
bers of the clergy.

ARTICLE 40.03. The Deanery Court shall act as a court of
first instance in cases where the accused is a priest, a dea-
con, or a member of the laity. It shall be competent to judge
cases involving allegations of unorthodox belief, breaches
of canonical or moral discipline, marital problems, dis-
putes involving clergy and parish officers, disputes over
parish institutions, and any other matter involving the
good order of the Church. The court decrees the measures
of correction and healing as provided by the Holy Canons
and Tradition of the Orthodox Church.

ARTICLE 40.04. General Procedure

(a) Accusers shall present their accusations in writ-
ing to the Dean of the Deanery of the accused.

(b) Before examining the case, the court shall estab-
lish the accuser’s good and irreproachable charac-
ter. The accuser shall agree in advance in writing
that the decision of these courts is final and shall
not be appealed to the civil courts. If the court is
not satisfied in these matters, or considers that
the accuser, by lodging his or her accusation, pur-
sues personal advantage or acts out of personal
animosity, the case shall be dismissed.

(c) If the court determines that there is probable
cause to come to trial, the accused shall be sum-
moned in writing by the court. The summons
shall specify the nature of the accusation and the
name(s) of the accuser(s), and the accused shall
be given appropriate time to prepare his defense.
If he or she does not answer two successive sum-
monses, the court shall try the case in absentia.

(d) The accused is entitled to request that a third
party act as his or her defense. Both the accuser
and the accused may request the testimony of
experts and witnesses acceptable to the court.

(e) If the circumstances warrant, the Dean may
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PARTEA A CINCEA
CAPITOLUL XL
CONSISTORIILE BISERICESTI

ARTICOLUL 40.01. Fiecare membru al Bisericii are drep-
tul la procedura canonica potrivitd inaintea consistoriilor
bisericesti, care sunt instante disciplinare si de judecata
bisericeasca.

ARTICOLUL 40.02. Consistoriul bisericesc de prima
instantd functioneaza la nivel de Protopopiat. Fiecare Con-
sistoriu este format din patru membri: doi clerici si doi
mireni care sunt numiti de Protopop, ratificati de
Adunarea Protopopeascd si aprobati de Arhiepiscop. Pro-
topopul sau reprezentantul lui prezideaza intrunirile Con-
sistoriului, fird drept de vot. In cazuri de acuzatii impotri-
va clericilor, Consistoriul este format numai din membrii
clerului.

ARTICOLUL 40.03. Consistoriul Protopopesc are rolul de
primd instantd in cazuri in care acuzatul este preot, diacon
sau mirean. Are competenta si judece cazuri de credint,
péreri sau pozitii neortodoxe, incalcare a disciplinei cano-
nice sau morale, probleme de cdsatorie, dispute intre cleri-
ci si membri ai Consiliului Parohial, dispute pentru insti-
tutii parohiale sau alte probleme legate de buna randuiala
a Bisericii. Consistoriul decreteaza masurile de corectare si
vindecare, potrivit Sfintelor Canoane si Traditiei Bisericii
Ortodoxe.

ARTICOLUL 40.04. Proceduri generale

(a) Reclamantii vor prezenta acuzatiile lor in scris
Protopopului din Protopopiatul in care se afla
reclamatul.

(b) Inainte de a examina cazul, Consistoriul va sta-
bili cé reclamantul are un caracter bun si ire-
prosabil. Reclamantul va accepta dinainte in scris
cd hotarérile acestor instante sunt definitive si nu
se va face recurs la institutiile de judecata civile.
Daca Consistoriul nu este multumit in aceasta
problemd sau considera ca reclamantul urméreste
prin acuzatiile sale avantaje personale sau o face
din dusmaénie personala, cazul va fi anulat.

(¢) Daci Consistoriul determina ca exista suficiente
motive de judecatd, reclamatul va fi citat in scris.
Citatia va specifica natura acuzatiei si numele
reclamantului (reclamantilor), ddndu-se destul
timp reclamatului ca sd-si pregdteascd apararea.
Daca respectivul reclamat nu raspunde la doua
citatii succesive, Consistoriul va judeca cazul in
absentia.

(d) Reclamatul are dreptul sd ceara sa fie reprezentat
si apdrat de o alta persoand independenta. Atat
reclamantul cat si reclamatul pot aduce marturii
ale expertilor si martorilor care sunt acceptabili
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request of the Archbishop to impose temporary
suspension upon clerics, and temporary excom-
munication upon members of the laity. In this
instance, the accused has the right to trial in court
within 30 days of the Archbishop’s decision.

The decision of the court shall be made by unan-
imous vote, approved by the Dean, and commu-
nicated to the accused in writing within 30 days.
If the decision is not unanimous, upon the
request of either party the Dean shall appoint a
court of four new members, according to the pro-
cedure specified in Article 40.02, above. The new
court shall make a decision by a majority vote,
approved by the Dean.

If the Dean rejects the decision of the court, upon
the request of either party the case shall be
referred to the Archdiocesan Spiritual Court.
Penalties imposed by the court, against persons
judged guilty after trial as well as against false
accusers, are prescribed by the Canons of the
Ecumenical and local Councils and the Holy
Fathers. Their application is subject to approval
by the Archbishop who must use the pastoral dis-
cretion which belongs to his office in applying
such penalties.

If one of the parties is not satisfied with the judg-
ment of the Deanery Court, he or she may appeal
to the Archdiocesan Spiritual Court, as the Court
of Appeals of the Archdiocese, within 30 days of
receipt of said judgment.

Cases of infractions or offenses that require
deposing or defrocking a cleric are adjudicated
by the Archdiocesan Spiritual Court. Judgments
are effective only upon their confirmation by the
Archbishop.

Those protesting canonical penalties imposed for
a specific period by presbyters through the Dean-
ery or Archdiocesan Spiritual Court may appeal
to the Archbishop within 30 days from the day
the approved penalty was pronounced following
a statutorily approved judgment. Those protest-
ing canonical penalties of deposition from the
ranks of the clergy or defrocking, following a
judgment pronounced by the Archdiocesan Spir-
itual Court and approved by the Archbishop, may
appeal to the Holy Synod within 30 days of the
date the penalty was pronounced and communi-
cated by the respective Court, offering clear proof
of the date received.

For clergy deposed from the ranks of the clergy
or defrocked, who have lost their period of appeal
to the Holy Synod as well as for those whose
appeal the Holy Synod has denied, the applicable
penalty remains final. Clergy in this position have

(e)

()

(g)

(h)

(@)

()

(k)

M
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Consistoriului.

Daci circumstantele o justifica, Protopopul poate
cere Arhiepiscopului sd impuna o suspendare
temporara clericilor si excomunicare temporard
mirenilor. In acest caz, reclamatul are drept la
judecata Consistoriului in timp de 30 de zile de
la hotarérea Arhiepiscopului.

Hotdrarea Consistoriului va fi prin vot unanim,
aprobata de Protopop si comunicatd in scris
reclamatul in timp de 30 de zile. Dacd hotarérea
nu este unanimd, la cererea oricarei parti, Pro-
topopul va numi patru noi membri in Consisto-
riu, dupa procedura specificata in Articolul 40.02
mai sus. Noul Consistoriu va decide prin vot
majoritar, aprobat de Protopop.

Daca Protopopul respinge hotardrea Consis-
toriului, la cererea oricarei parti cazul va fi inain-
tat Consistoriului Eparhial.

Pedepsele impuse de Consistoriu persoanelor
aflate vinovate dupa judecata, cat si acuzatorilor
falsi, sunt prevazute de Canoanele Sinoadelor
Ecumenice si locale si de Sfintii Périnti. Aplicarea
lor se face dupd aprobarea Arhiepiscopului, care
va folosi discretia ce apartine oficiului sau in
impunerea pedepselor respective.

Dacd una dintre parti nu este multumitd cu
sentinta Consistoriului Protopopesc, se poate
face recurs la Consistoriul Eparhial, ca instantd
de recurs a Arhiepiscopiei, in timp de 30 de zile
de la primirea sentintei.

Cazurile de abateri si delicte care cer caterisirea
clericilor se judecd de Consistoriul eparhial si
sentinta intra in vigoare numai dupé ce a fost
confirmatd de Arhiepiscop.

Cei care contestd pedepsele canonice vremelnice
pronuntate de clerici prin Consistoriul pro-
topopesc si Consistoriul eparhial, pot face recurs
la Arhiepiscop in timp de 30 de zile de la apro-
barea pedepsei pronuntate prin sentintd aprobata
statutar. Cei care contesta pedepsele canonice cu
depunerea din treapta preotiei sau caterisirea,
prin sentintele pronuntate de Consistoriul
eparhial si aprobate de Arhiepiscop, pot face
recurs la Sfantul Sinod in timp de 30 de zile de la
primirea sentintei, comunicata de instanta de
judecata, facand dovada evidentd a datei primirii.
Pentru clericii depusi din treapta preotiei sau
caterisiti, care au pierdut termenul de recurs la
Sfantul Sinod ca si pentru cei carora Sfantul
Sinod le-a respins recursul, pedepsele aplicate
raman definitive. Clericii din aceasti categorie au
posibilitatea ca dupa trecerea unui timp in care
si-au recunoscut greselile, au manifestat cainta si
fac dovada indreptirii lor, verificatd de delegatii
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the possibility, after a period of time has passed
during which they have come to recognize their
fault, demonstrated their remorse and proven
that they have corrected themselves, as verified
by delegates of the Archbishop in this regard, may
address a request to the Holy Synod for a pardon
for cause, only with the recommendation and
approval of the Archbishop, for consideration
and decision.

(m) Trials are held subject to any other procedural
rules as established by the Archdiocesan Coun-
cil.

(n) No one shall be brought to trial more than once

for the same alleged offense.

ARTICLE 40.05. THE SPIRITUAL COURT OF SECOND
INSTANCE (APPEALS) — THE ARCHDIOCESAN
COURT — is composed of the Archbishop or his designee
who shall preside over the court as a non-voting member,
the first Vicar as secretary, and two (2) members of the
clergy and two (2) members of the laity nominated by the
Archbishop and elected by the Archdiocesan Congress at
its first session in the biennial cycle. These elected mem-
bers should have qualifications in canon and civil law.

ARTICLE 40.06. The Archdiocesan Court hears at the
Second Instance all appeals of decisions from the Spiritu-
al Courts of First Instance. No one who was a member of
the First Instance Court shall participate in the decision of
this Court of the Second Instance (Appeals).

ARTICLE 40.07. Accusations against bishops shall be
addressed directly to the Archdiocesan Court which, after
examining the accuser’s good and irreproachable charac-
ter, will referred these accusations to the Holy Synod,
which is the court of first instance empowered to pass
judgment in such cases.
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Arhiepiscopului in acest scop, vor putea si
adreseze cerere de iertare motivatd, numai cu
avizul §i aprobarea Arhiepiscopului, catre Sfan-
tul Sinod, pentru examinare si hotarare.

(m) Sedintele de judecata se tin prin respectarea altor
norme stabilite de citre Consiliul Eparhial.
(n) Nimeni nu poate fi adus la judecatd mai mult de

o data pentru aceeasi presupusa cauza.

ARTICOLUL 40.05. CONSISTORIUL BISERICESC CU ROL
DE INSTANTA DE RECURS — CONSISTORIUL
EPARHIAL — este format dintr-un presedinte membru
al clerului, un secretar membru al clerului, doi (2) membri
clerici si doi (2) membri mireni numiti de cétre Arhiepis-
cop si alesi de Congresul Eparhial la prima intrunire bien-
ald. Membri alesi trebuie si aibd cunostinte canonice si
juridice.

ARTICOLUL 40.06. Consistoriul Eparhial, ca instantd de
recurs, primeste toate recursurile cu privire la hotararile
Consistoriului de primd instanta. Nici unul din membrii
Consistoriului de primd instanta nu poate sa participe la
deciziile acestui Consistoriu ca instanta de recurs.

ARTICOLUL 40.07. Acuzatiile impotriva ierarhilor vor fi
adresate direct Consistoriului Eparhial care, dupd exami-
narea caracterului bun si ireprosabil al reclamantului, va
inainta aceste acuzatii Sfantului Sinod, care este singura
instantd imputernicitd sa pronunte sentinte in astfel de
cazuri.
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PART SIX
PROCEDURES FOR
CONDUCTING MEETINGS

CHAPTER XLI
DEFINITIONS

ARTICLE 41.01. These provisions shall apply to meetings
of the Congress, the Archdiocesan Council, the Parish
General Assembly, the Parish Council, and such other
Archdiocesan and Parish governing bodies as may be
established.

ARTICLE 41.02. PRESIDING OFFICER. For purposes of
this Part, the Presiding Officer shall mean the President,
Chair, or other such presiding moderator of a meeting of
any Archdiocesan governing body. In addition to other
responsibilities that may be assigned to the Presiding Offi-
cer in these Statutes, he or she shall announce the opening,
suspension and the adjournment of any such meeting over
which they shall preside.

ARTICLE 41.03. VOTING MEMBER. For purposes of this
Part, Voting Member (or simply, Member) shall mean the
official representative (delegate) of any parish or institu-
tion of the Archdiocese and/or any voting member, either
ex officio, elected or appointed to any Archdiocesan gov-
erning body.

ARTICLE 41.04. PARTICIPANT. For purposes of this Part,
Participant shall include persons invited to attend a meet-
ing of any Archdiocesan governing body as an observer
with the right to speak but not to partake in decision-mak-
ing. Their right to participate may be withdrawn by either
the presiding officer or by simple majority decision of the
body.

ARTICLE 41.05. SECRETARY. Each respective governing
body or committee shall appoint and/or elect a Secretary
as may be provided for in these Statutes or in the By Laws
of the respective Archdiocesan organization or institution.
In addition to any other responsibilities as may be provid-
ed for in these Statutes or other decisions, the role of the
Secretary is to follow the discussion and to record the lan-
guage of the emerging consensus, including final language
of decisions taken, and to assist the Presiding Officer in
discerning an emerging consensus. Such clerk(s) as might
be necessary may be named, consistent with the provisions
of these Statues, to assist the Secretary in the execution of
his or her function.

CHAPTER XLII
AGENDA

ARTICLE 42.01. The Secretary shall prepare and distribute
an Agenda for a meeting of a given Archdiocesan body or
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PARTEA A SASEA
PROCEDURI PENTRU
CONDUCEREA SEDINTELOR

CAPITOLUL XLI
DEFINITII

ARTICOLUL 41.01. Aceste prevederi se vor aplica sed-
intelor Congresului, Consiliului Eparhial, Adunarii Gene-
rale Parohiale, Consiliului Parohial, precum si altor organe
administrative Eparhiale sau Parohiale ce vor fi infiintate.

ARTICOLUL 41.02. CONDUCATORUL SEDINTEI. Pentru
scopul acestei Parti, Conducatorul sedintei inseamnd
Presedintele, chairman-ul, sau moderatorul sedintei
oricarui organ administrativ al Arhiepiscopiei. Pe langa
alte responsabilitéti ce-i vor fi acordate in acest Statut, el
sau ea va anunta deschiderea, suspendarea si inchiderea
sedintei respective pe care o va prezida.

ARTICOLUL 41.03. MEMBRU CU DREPT DE VOT. Pentru
scopul acestei parti, Membru cu drept de vot (sau simplu
Membru) inseamné reprezentantul oficial (delegat) al
oricarei parohii sau institutii din Arhiepiscopie sau oricare
membru cu drept de vot, fie ex officio, fie ales sau numit in
oricare din organele administrative ale Arhiepiscopiei.

ARTICOLUL 41.04. PARTICIPANT. Pentru scopul acestei
pérti, termenul Participant include persoane invitate sa
participe ca observatori la sedinta oricdrui organ admin-
istrativ al Arhiepiscopiei, cu dreptul de a lua cuvantul, dar
fard a participa la luarea deciziilor. Dreptul lor de a parti-
cipa poate fi retras, fie de conducatorul sedintei, fie prin
hotédrarea majoritard a organului administrativ respectiv.

ARTICOLUL 41.05. SECRETAR. Fiecare organ administra-
tiv va numi sau alege un Secretar, potrivit prevederilor
acestui Statut sau celor din Regulamentul organizatiei sau
institutiei respective din Arhiepiscopie. Pe linga alte
responsabilitati ce-i vor fi incredintate in acest Statut sau
prin decizie, rolul Secretarului este de a urmdri discutiile
si a consemna expresia consensului stabilit, inclusiv expre-
sia finald a deciziei luate, si de a asista Conducétorul sed-
intei in discernarea consensului stabilit. Pentru a asista
Secretarul in executarea functiei sale, vor putea fi numiti
functionari adjuncti, daci este necesar, potrivit prevederi-
lor acestui Statut.

CAPITOLUL XLII
AGENDA

ARTICOLUL 42.01. Secretarul va pregati si distribui Agen-
da pentru sedinta respectivului organ administrativ sau
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committee. The presiding officer shall, at the outset of the
meeting, ask the body for its approval and/or amendment.

ARTICLE 42.02. Matters may be included on the agenda
of a meeting according to recommendation of the presid-
ing officer of said meeting. Normally, matters included on
an agenda will be based upon reports, recommendations
or proposals that previously have been fully considered
and have the consensus support of a proposing group or
commiittee of the higher body. For the Congress, the Arch-
diocesan Council is the body responsible for proposing the
agenda. For the Parish General Assembly, the Parish
Council is the body responsible for same.

ARTICLE 42.03. Any voting member may propose to the
body or person(s) responsible for preparing the agenda the
inclusion or change of any item of business for the agenda.
The decision of said body or person(s) may be appealed to
the body for which the agenda has been proposed.

CHAPTER XLIII
SPEAKING AND DISCUSSION

ARTICLE 43.01. A voting member or participant who
wishes to speak must first gain the recognition of the pre-
siding officer either by raising one’s hand or other such
method as may be decided by the presiding officer. One
may speak only when called upon by the presiding officer.

ARTICLE 43.02. The presiding officer shall decide who
will speak, ensuring that a fair distribution of opinions is
heard. If time allows and others are not left unheard, the
presiding officer may permit speakers to intervene more
than once.

ARTICLE 43.03. Especially at larger Assembly or Congress
meetings, when called by the presiding officer, a speaker
shall first identify himself or herself, and then their role at
the meeting. All remarks shall be addressed to the presid-
ing officer.

ARTICLE 43.04. In larger meetings, the presiding officer
may choose to limit the length allowed each speaker for
remarks, however using discretion in allowing extra time
if there is a difficulty in language or interpretation or if the
issues being discussed are unusually complex. If he or she
so chooses to limit the speaking length, this ruling shall be
announced at the beginning of the debate.

ARTICLE 43.05. PROCEDURAL POINTS. Provided that a
speaker is not interrupted, a voting member may ask for
clarification of the pending matter or may raise sugges-
tions about procedure. The presiding officer immediately
shall provide clarification or respond to the suggestion for
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comitet din Arhiepiscopie. Conducatorul sedintei va cere
adundrii respective la inceput aprobarea sau schimbarea
Agendei.

ARTICOLUL 42.02. Pe agenda unei sedinte pot fi incluse
alte puncte la recomandarea Conducatorului sedintei
respective. In mod normal, punctele incluse pe agendi vor
fi bazate pe rapoarte, recomandari sau propuneri care au
fost luate in consideratie mai inainte si sunt sustinute prin
consensul grupului de propunere sau al comitetului organ-
ului superior. Pentru Congres, organul responsabil cu pro-
punerea agendei este Consiliul Eparhial. Pentru Adunarea
Generald Parohiald, Consiliul Parohial este responsabil cu
propunerea agendei.

ARTICOLUL 42.03. Oricare dintre membrii votanti poate
propune organului respectiv sau persoanei (persoanelor)
responsabile cu pregitirea agendei includerea sau schim-
barea oricarui punct de discutie de pe agenda. In legitura
cu decizia organului sau persoanei respective, se va putea
face recurs la organul pentru care s-a propus agenda.

CAPITOLUL XLIII
LUAREA CUVANTULUI $1 DISCUTIIL

ARTICOLUL 43.01. Membrul cu drept de vot sau partici-
pantul care doreste sd ia cuvantul, mai intai trebuie sa
primeasca incuviintarea de la Conduciétorul sedintei, fie
prin ridicarea mainii, fie prin altd metoda stabilitd de Con-
ducitorul sedintei. Se poate lua cuvantul numai la
incuviintarea Conducétorului sedintei.

ARTICOLUL 43.02. Conducitorul sedintei va hotéri cine
va vorbi, asigurand o distribuire egala in exprimarea opi-
niilor. Dacéd timpul permite si toti cei prezenti au luat
cuvéntul, Conducatorul sedintei va permite vorbitorilor sd
intervind mai mult decét o singura data.

ARTICOLUL 43.03. In special la sedintele mai mari sau la
intrunirile Congresului, la incuviintarea Conducatorului
sedintei, vorbitorul trebuie mai intai sd se identifice cu
numele si rolul pe care-1 are la sedinta respectiva. Toate
comentariile vor fi adresate Conducdtorului sedintei.

ARTICOLUL 43.04. La sedintele mai mari, Conducatorul
sedintei poate limita timpul alocat fiecdrui vorbitor pentru
comentarii, permitand cu discretie alocarea de timp supli-
mentar daca existd dificultati de limbaj sau de interpretare,
sau dacd problemele discutate sunt mai complexe. Daca
Conducitorul sedintei decide sd limiteze timpul alocat,
aceastd hotdrare va fi anuntata la inceputul dezbaterii.

ARTICOLUL 43.05. PUNCTE PROCEDURALE. Un mem-
bru cu drept de vot poate cere clarificarea subiectului in
discutie sau poate aduce sugestii asupra procedurii, cu
conditia sd nu intrerupa vorbitorul. Conducatorul sedintei
va clarifica imediat sau va raspunde sugestiei de a schim-
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change of procedure.

(a) PoINTs OF ORDER. This provision is available to
question whether procedures being followed are
in accordance with these Statutes, to object to
offensive language, to make a point of personal
explanation, or to request that a meeting move to
closed session. Points of Order may be raised by
a voting member at any time, even by interrupt-
ing another speaker. Such member gains the
attention of the presiding officer by standing and
calling, “Point of Order!” The presiding officer
shall ask the member to state the Point of Order
and then (without discussion) shall rule on it
immediately.

APPEAL. If any member disagrees with the pre-
siding officer’s decision on a procedural propos-
al or point of order, the member may appeal
against it. In this case the presiding officer will
put this question, without discussion, to the
meeting: “Does the meeting concur with the
decision of the presiding officer?” The voting
members present shall decide the question
according to the decision-making procedures
then being employed.

(b)

CHAPTER XLIV
REACHING CONSENSUS:
SEEKING THE COMMON MIND
OF THE MEETING

ARTICLE 44.01. Consensus shall be understood as seek-
ing the common mind of the meeting without resort to a
formal vote, in a process of genuine dialogue that is
respectful, mutually supportive and up-building, while
prayerfully seeking to discern God’s will.

ARTICLE 44.02. Decisions will normally be by consensus,
unless otherwise specified by the Statutes.

ARTICLE 44.03. A consensus decision on a particular
matter shall be recorded when one of the following occurs:

(a) all voting members are in agreement (unanimi-
ty); or

most are in agreement and those who disagree
are satisfied that the discussion has been both full
and fair and do not object that the proposal
expresses the general mind of the meeting.

(b)

ARTICLE 44.04. A consensus decision shall mean that
there is agreement about the outcome of a discussion. This
may mean agreement to accept a proposal or a variation of
a proposal; it also may mean agreement about another out-
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ba procedura.

(a) CLARIFICARI. Aceastd prevedere dd posibilitatea
de a intreba daci procedurile folosite sunt in con-
formitate cu acest Statut, de a face contestatie
impotriva limbajului ofensiv, de a da o explicatie
personala, sau de a cere ca sedinta si nu fie pub-
lica. Clarificari pot fi cerute de un membru cu
drept de vot oricand, chiar daca intrerupe un alt
vorbitor. Respectivul membru atrage atentia con-
ducatorului sedintei ridicAndu-se in picioare sau
spunind “Clarificare!” Conducitorul sedintei va
cere membrului sd indice neldmurirea si apoi
(fara discutie) va decide imediat asupra ei.
RECURs. Dacd un membru nu este de acord cu
hotararea conducétorului sedintei asupra proce-
durii sau a clarificarii cerute, respectivul membru
0 poate ataca prin recurs. In acest caz, conduci-
torul sedintei va pune intrebarea in fata adunrii:
“Este adunarea de acord cu hotararea conduca-
torului sedintei?” Membrii cu drept de vot
prezenti vor decide in conformitate cu proce-
durile in vigoare la acea sedinta.

(b)

CAPITOLUL XLIV
REALIZAREA CONSENSULUI
PRIN CAUTAREA
GANDULUI COMUN AL ADUNARII

ARTICOLUL 44.01. Prin consens se intelege cdutarea
opiniei comune a adundrii fara a recurge la vot formal,
intr-un proces de dialog sincer care sé fie purtat cu respect,
cu suport reciproc si in mod constructiv, cautind in acelasi
timp a discerne, in spirit de rugéciune, voia lui Dumnezeu.

ARTICOLUL 44.02. Hotararile se vor lua in mod normal
prin consens, cu exceptia cazurilor previzute altfel in
Statut.

ARTICOLUL 44.03. O hotirare prin consens asupra unei
probleme specifice poate fi luatd in cazurile urmatoare:

(a) toti membrii votanti sunt de acord (unanimitate);
sau

cei mai multi sunt de acord, iar cei care nu sunt
de acord sunt multumiti ca discutia a fost com-
pletd si corectd si nu contestd faptul ca pro-
punerea exprima sentimentul general al adunarii.

(b)

ARTICOLUL 44.04. Hotdrarea prin consens inseamna ca
exista intelegere asupra rezultatului discutiei. Aceasta
poate sd insemne cd se acceptd propunerea sau o versiune
a propunerii; de asemenea, poate sa insemne acceptarea
unui alt rezultat, inclusiv respingerea propunerii, aménarea
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come, including agreement to reject a proposal, to post-
pone a matter, that no decision can be reached, or that
there are various opinions that may be held. When con-
sensus has been reached that various opinions can be held
concerning a matter, those various opinions shall be
recorded in the final wording of the minutes and the report
and the record of the meeting.

ARTICLE 44.05. Decision-making by Consensus

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

A proposal or recommendation may be affirmed,
modified or rejected. Voting members may sug-
gest modifications, and the presiding officer may
allow discussion on more than one modification
at a time. Reaching a common mind may require
a series of steps, if there is a variety of opinions
being expressed. As discussion proceeds, the pre-
siding officer may ask the meeting to affirm what
is held in common before encouraging discussion
on those aspects of a proposal about which more
diverse opinions have been voiced.

To assist the presiding officer in discerning the
mind of the meeting and to move efficiently
toward consensus, the secretary shall maintain a
record of the discussion.

A voting member or the presiding officer may
suggest that the matter under discussion be
referred for further work to an appropriate group
holding a range of points of view. This suggestion
itself shall be tested to discern the mind of the
meeting. If agreed, the presiding officer shall
schedule consideration of the matter for a later
session.

When it seems that the meeting is close to agree-
ment on an outcome, the presiding officer shall
ensure that the wording of the proposal (or the
proposal as varied during the course of the dis-
cussion) is clear to all members, and then test
whether there is consensus on that outcome. If all
are agreed consistent with Article 44.03(a) above,
the presiding officer shall declare that consensus
has been reached and the decision made. If the
meeting is not unanimous, the presiding officer
shall invite those who hold a minority view to
explain their reasons if they wish and to indicate
whether they can agree with a decision pursuant
to Article 44.03(b). If so, consensus shall be
declared.

If, after every effort has been made to reach con-
sensus, agreement cannot be reached and it is the
opinion of an officer or the responsible commit-
tee that a decision must be made before the meet-
ing concludes, the presiding officer shall name a
committee of two to three persons to formulate a
proposal for how the matter may be considered

propunerii, neluarea unei hotaréri, sau ca existd opinii
diferite. Cand se ajunge la consensul ca exista opinii
diferite asupra unei probleme, acele opinii vor fi consem-
nate in versiunea finald a procesului verbal, a raportului si
a inregistrarii sedintei.

ARTICOLUL 44.05. Luarea hotédrarilor prin consens

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

Statutes of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in the Americas

O propunere poate fi afirmatd, modificatd sau
respinsd. Membrii votanti pot sugera modificéri,
iar conducitorul sedintei poate permite dis-
cutarea mai multor modificari in acelasi timp.
Realizarea unui consens cere o serie de etape,
daca exista o varietate de opinii ce sunt expri-
mate. In decursul dezbaterii, conducitorul sedin-
tei poate solicita adunadrii sa sintetizeze pozitia
comund inainte de a incuraja discutarea acelor
aspecte ale propunerii asupra cdrora au fost
exprimate opinii mult mai diferite.

Pentru a-l asista pe conducitorul sedintei in a
discerne opinia adunarii si pentru a avansa in
mod mai eficient spre un consens, secretarul va
péstra o inregistrare a discutiei.

Oricare membru cu drept de vot sau conduca-
torul sedintei poate sugera ca problema in dis-
cutie sd fie incredintatd spre studiere unui grup
potrivit care exprima mai multe puncte de
vedere. Aceasta sugestie va fi testatd pentru a dis-
cerne opinia adundrii. Dacd exista acord, con-
ducatorul sedintei va planifica studierea proble-
mei intr-o sesiune urmatoare.

Cénd se pare ca adunarea este aproape de un
rezultat, conducdtorul sedintei va asigura ca for-
mularea propunerii (sau variantei acesteia rezul-
tate din timpul dezbaterii) este clard tuturor
membrilor si apoi va constata daca exista consens
asupra rezultatului respectiv. Daca toti sunt de
acord, in conformitate cu Articolul 44.03(a) de
mai sus, conducatorul sedintei va declara ci s-a
ajuns la consens si s-a luat hotararea. Daca nu
este unanimitate, conducdtorul sedintei va cere
celor minoritari sd-si explice motivele daca vor,
si sd indice dacé sunt de acord cu hotarérea luata
in conformitate cu Articolul 44.03(b) de mai sus.
In caz pozitiv, se declara consensul.

Dacé nu se ajunge la intelegere dupa tot efortul
de a se realiza un consens si opinia, fie a unui
functionar, fie a unui grup responsabil, este cd
trebuie sa se ia o hotdréare inainte de inchiderea
sedintei, conducétorul sedintei va numi un
comitet din doud sau trei persoane care sa for-
muleze o propunere despre modul in care pro-
blema respectiva poate fi luatd in considerare
intr-o noud formd. Dupd aceea, in timpul
aceleiasi sesiuni sau intr-o altd sesiune in care
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()

again in a new form. Later in the same session or
in a new session where this new approach is con-
sidered, the meeting itself shall decide whether a
decision must be made at this meeting, and if so,
shall proceed in any one of the following ways,
which may be followed sequentially:

(i) to work further towards consensus on the
proposal in its new form;

(ii) to work to reach agreement among most
delegates with some delegates recording an objec-
tion, in which event a meeting shall record
acceptance of the proposal, providing that each
delegate who does not agree is satisfied with that
outcome and has the right to have his or her
viewpoint recorded in the minutes, in the report,
and in the record of the meeting; or

(iii) to move into voting procedures to decide

the matter as provided in and following.
When a meeting is employing consensus proce-
dures to discuss a matter for which a decision
must be reached at that meeting and there is no
ready agreement in accordance with Article
44.05(e)(i) or (ii), the presiding officer may offer
a procedural proposal: “That the meeting resolve
the proposal now by vote”. The presiding officer
shall announce that a vote to decide this change
of procedure will be taken. Voting members shall
indicate by voting whether they agree that the
matter shall be decided by a vote. If a majority of
the members present vote in favor of moving the
matter to a voting process, the matter shall so
move. If fewer than a majority of the members
present vote in favor of moving the matter to a
voting process, the matter shall not so move, and
the meeting shall decide, again by vote of a
majority of the members present, whether dis-
cussion should continue to achieve consensus or
whether discussion should be discontinued.

ARTICLE 44.06. Decision-making by vote. Some matters
require decision by vote, rather than by consensus. These

include:

(a)
(b)

(©)

Statute changes (two-thirds majority);

Elections (which follow specific rules in each
case);

Adoption of yearly financial reports and of the
financial audit report (simple majority).

ARTICLE 44.07. For matters that have been moved from
consensus procedures to decision-making by vote in
accordance with Article 44.05(e)(iii), or Article 44.05(f),
and for matters reserved to a voting procedure according

()

acest nou mod este luat in considerare, adunarea
va decide dacd trebuie sd se ia o hotarare la
aceasti sedinti. In caz pozitiv, se va proceda in
oricare din felurile urmatoare luate la rand:

(i) a lucra in continuare spre un consens
asupra propunerii in noua forma;

(ii) alucra spre realizarea unei intelegeri intre
cei mai multi delegati care au contestatii, in care
caz adunarea va inregistra acceptarea propunerii
cu conditia ca fiecare delegat care nu este de
acord sa fie multumit cu rezultatul si sd aibé drep-
tul de a avea punctul de vedere consemnat in pro-
cesul verbal, in raport si in inregistrarea sedintei;
sau

(iii) a schimba procedura cu cea prin vot pen-

tru luarea hotararii asupra problemei respective
cum se specificd in Articolul 44.06 si cele ce
urmeaza mai jos.
Cand o adunare adopta procedura consensului in
discutarea unei probleme asupra careia trebuie
luatd o hotdrare la acea sedintd si nu este
intelegere in conformitate cu Articolul 44.05(e)(i)
sau (ii), conducdtorul sedintei poate oferi urma-
toarea propunere procedurald: “Adunarea si
rezolve acum propunerea prin vot” Conduca-
torul sedintei va anunta ca schimbarea procedurii
se va supune la vot. Membrii votanti vor indica
prin vot dacd sunt de acord ca problema sa fie
decisd prin supunere la vot. Daca majoritatea
celor prezenti voteazd favorabil pentru schim-
barea procedurii cu cea prin vot, asa se va decide.
Daca mai putin decat majoritatea celor prezenti
voteaza favorabil pentru schimbarea procedurii
cu cea prin vot, aceasta nu se va decide si
adunarea va lua hotdrarea, din nou prin votul
majoritdtii celor prezenti, dacd sa continuie dez-
baterea spre realizarea consensului sau daca dis-
cutia sa fie suspendata.

ARTICOLUL 44.06. Luarea hotararii prin vot. Unele pro-
bleme se cer a fi decise prin vot, nu prin consens. Acestea

sunt:

(a)
(b)
(©)

Schimbarea Statutului (cu majoritate de doua
treimi);

Alegeri (respectandu-se regulile specifice fiecirui
caz);

Adoptarea rapoartelor financiare anuale si a
rapoartelor financiare de control (majoritate sim-

pla).

ARTICOLUL 44.07. Pentru problemele care s-au hotédrat a
fi decise prin schimbarea procedurii de la consens la vot
in concordanta cu Articolul 44.05(e)(iii), sau Articolul
43.05(f), cat si pentru problemele ce se decid prin procedu-
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to of this Article, the procedures to be followed are:

(a) All motions must be moved and seconded by a
voting member, and the mover has the right to
speak first.

(b) In discussion following the seconding of a
motion, no person may speak more than once,
except that the member who moved the motion
may answer objections at the end of the discus-
sion.

(c) Any voting member may move an amendment,
and if a seconder supports it, the amendment
shall be considered simultaneously with the orig-
inal proposal.

(d) When discussion is concluded, including the
right of mover to reply (see (b) above), the presid-
ing officer shall call for the vote and shall put any
amendment first. If approved, it will be incorpo-
rated in the original proposal, which will then be
put to a vote without further discussion.

(e) If the mover seeks to withdraw a motion or
amendment during the discussion, the presiding
officer will seek the consent of the meeting for the
withdrawal.

(f) A voting member may move to close the discus-
sion, but in doing so shall not interrupt a speak-
er. If seconded, the presiding officer shall call for
a vote on this motion immediately without dis-
cussion. If two thirds (%) of the meeting agree,
the voting process will then begin. If the motion
fails, discussion will proceed, but the same
motion to close discussion may be moved again
as the discussion continues, but not by the vot-
ing member who moved it the first time.

ARTICLE 44.08. Voting shall be by show of hands and the
presiding officer shall ask first for those in favor, then for
those against, and finally for those who wish to abstain
from voting. The presiding officer shall announce the
result of the vote immediately.

ARTICLE 44.09. If the presiding officer is in doubt, or for
any other reason decides to do so, or if a delegate requests
it, a vote on the matter shall be taken immediately by a
count of a show of hands. The secretary, with the assistance
of the clerk(s) shall count those voting and abstaining. A
voting member may ask that voting be by secret written
ballot, and if seconded and if a majority of members pres-
ent and voting agree, a secret written ballot shall be taken.
The presiding officer shall announce the result of any count
or secret written ballot.

ARTICLE 44.10. A simple majority of the delegates pres-
ent, including those who choose to abstain from voting,
shall determine a matter being decided by vote unless a
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ra de vot in conformitate cu Articolul 44.06 de mai sus, se
vor folosi urmétoarele proceduri:

(a) Toate propunerile trebuie prezentate si sustinute
de membrii votanti, iar cel care propune, are
dreptul sd vorbeascd primul.

(b) La discutia de dupa sustinerea propunerii,
nimeni nu poate vorbi mai mult de cét o singurd
data, cu exceptia membrului care a ficut prop-
unerea si care poate sa raspunda contestatiilor la
sfarsitul discutiei.

(c) Oricare membru cu drept de vot poate propune
un amendament care, daci este sustinut, va fi luat
in considerare, concomitent cu propunerea origi-
nara.

(d) Cand s-a incheiat dezbaterea, inclusiv raspunsul
celui care a propus (vezi aliniatul (b) de mai sus),
conducatorul sedintei va supune la vot,
mentionand mai intai amendamentul. Daca aces-
ta se aprobd, va fi inclus in propunerea originara,
care apoi se supune la vot, fird a se mai dezbate.

(e) Daca cel care propune vrea sa-si retragd propu-
nerea sau amendamentul in timpul dezbaterii,
conducitorul sedintei va cere consimtdmantul
adundrii pentru aceasta retragere.

(f) Un membru cu drept de vot poate propune
inchiderea dezbaterii fard a intrerupe pe vorbitor.
Daca aceasta este sustinutd, conducatorul sedin-
tei o va supune la vot imediat si fira discutie.
Dacé doud treimi (%) aprobd, se incepe votul.
Daca propunerea cade, discutia va continua, dar
aceeasi propunere de inchidere a dezbaterii poate
fi adusi din nou in timpul dezbaterii, dar nu de
acelasi membru care a adus-o prima data.

ARTICOLUL 44.08. Votarea se face prin ridicare de maini,
iar conducatorul sedintei va intreba mai inti cine este de
acord, apoi cine este contra si in fine, cine se abtine. Con-
ducitorul sedintei va anunta imediat rezultatul votarii.

ARTICOLUL 44.09. Daci cel care conduce sedinta are
indoieli, sau pentru oricare alt motiv, sau daca vreun dele-
gat cere acest lucru, votarea unei probleme se va face ime-
diat prin numdrarea mainilor ridicate. Secretarul, fiind aju-
tat de un asistent, va numara pe cei care voteaza si pe cei
care se abtin. Oricare membru cu drept de vot poate cere
ca votarea sd fie ficutd prin vot secret cu un buletin de vot
scris, si dacd aceasta este sustinuta si majoritatea este de
acord, se va proceda la votare secreta prin buletin de vot
scris. Conducitorul sedintei va anunta rezultatul oricérei
numdrari, sau a votului secret.

ARTICOLUL 44.10. Majoritatea simpla a delegatilor
prezenti, inclusiv cei care se abtin de la vot, va determina
hotérarea asupra unei probleme, cu exceptia cand acest
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higher proportion is required by these Statutes. If the vote
results in a tie, the matter shall be regarded as defeated.

ARTICLE 44.11. If the presiding officer wishes to partici-
pate in the discussion, he or she shall relinquish the posi-
tion of presiding officer of the session to another presiding
officer until the matter has been resolved.

ARTICLE 44.12. A presiding officer is entitled to vote as a
member of the body, but may not cast the decisive vote in
the event of a tie.

ARTICLE 44.13. Any two members who voted with the
majority for a previously approved matter may request
reconsideration of the matter. The proposal shall be placed
before the meeting, and the voting members may express
an opinion as to whether the matter should be reconsid-
ered. Reconsideration shall take place only if two thirds
(%) of voting members present agree.

ARTICLE 44.14. Anyone voting with a minority or
abstaining from voting may have his or her opinion
recorded in the minutes, in the report, and/or the recom-
mendation of the meeting.

ARTICLE 44.15. Except for canonical, dogmatic, and litur-
gical matters and insofar as is consistent with these
Statutes, Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, latest edi-
tion, shall be the official parliamentary authority for these
Statutes.

PART SEVEN
CHAPTER XLV
EFFECTIVE DATE

ARTICLE 45.01. These Statutes went into full effect on 13
February 2007 having been adopted by the Archdiocesan
Congress of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in the
Americas held in Chicago, Illinois on 1 July 2006, and
approved by the Holy Synod at its session of 13 February
2007. These now supersede all previous Statutes and by-
laws of the parishes and institutions of the Archdiocese.

ARTICLE 45.02. Any modifications to the present Statutes
which may be proposed by the Archdiocesan Congress
will be subject to the approval of the Holy Synod.

T ARCHBISHOP NICOLAE
President

V. Rev. Fr. Nicholas Apostola V. Rev. Fr. George Sandulescu
Secretaries
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Statut cere o proportie mai mare. Dacd voturile sunt egale
problema respectiva se considera respinsa.

ARTICOLUL 44.11. Daci cel care conduce sedinta doreste
sa participe la dezbateri, atunci va ceda pozitia de con-
ducdtor al sesiunii unei alte persoane pand la rezolvarea
problemei.

ARTICOLUL 44.12. Conducatorul sedintei are drept de
vot, dar in caz de egalitate votul sdu nu este decisiv.

ARTICOLUL 44.13. Doi dintre membrii care au votat cu
majoritatea asupra unei probleme ce s-a aprobat anterior
pot cere reconsiderarea problemei. Propunerea va fi adusa
inaintea adundrii si membrii votanti pot sd-si exprime
opinia dacd problema respectiva sa fie luata din nou in
considerare. Aceasta va avea loc numai dacd doud treimi
din membrii votanti prezenti sunt de acord.

ARTICOLUL 44.14. Cei care voteaza cu minoritatea sau se
abtin de la vot pot avea opiniile lor consemnate in proce-
sul verbal, in raport si/sau in recomandarea sedintei.

ARTICOLUL 44.15. Cu exceptia problemelor canonice,
dogmatice si liturgice si atata timp cat este in concordanta
cu acest Statut, autoritatea parlamentara oficiala pentru
acest Statut este ultima editie a cartii Roberts Rules of
Order, Newly Revised.

PARTEA A SAPTEA
CAPITOLUL XLV
DATA INTRARII iN VIGOARE

ARTICOLUL 45.01. Acest Statut a intrat in vigoare la data
de 13 februarie 2007 fiind adoptat de catre Congresul
Arhiepiscopiei Ortodoxe Roméne din cele douda Americi,
tinut in Chicago, Illinois, la data de 1iulie, 2006 si aprobat
de catre Sfantul Sinod in sesiunea sa din 13 februarie 2007.
Acesta abroga toate Statutele anterioare, atat ale Arhiepis-
copiei cat si ale parohiilor sau institutiilor din Arhiepis-
copie.

ARTICOLUL 45. 02. Eventualele modificari ale prezentu-
lui Statut, ce se vor propune de Congresul Arhiepiscopiei,
vor fi aprobate de catre Sfantul Sinod.

T ARHIEPISCOP NICOLAE
Presedinte

PC Protopop Nicolae Apostola  PC Pr. George Sandulescu
Secretari
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SYNODAL DECISION ON AUTONOMY

Decision No. 14079 of December 12th, 1974

YOUR EMINENCE.

With brotherly love We inform you that in its work-
ing session of December 12, 1974, the Holy Synod of the
Romanian Orthodox Church took into consideration your
official letter No. 219/1973 regarding the decision of the
Annual Congress of your Archdiocese of July 21, 1973 with
regards to the elevation of the Romanian Orthodox Mis-
sionary Episcopate in America to the rank of Archdiocese.

In view of the fact that the decision was taken by
your Church Congress in relation with the necessities
stemming from the inner religious life of your Diocese,
and as a consequence of the decision of the Holy Synod of
the Romanian Orthodox Church of June 11, 1973, by which
Your Eminence was granted the rank of Archbishop.

Taking into account the canonical rules and tradi-
tional practices in Orthodox Churches regarding the
administrative organization of the dioceses according to
the rank held by their heads.

Following the debates which took place as well as the
explanations given by His Beatitude Patriarch Justinian,
and the proposal made by the Canonical, Juridical and
Disciplinary Commission, the Holy Synod decided:

o  Itacknowledges the decision made by the Annu-
al Church Congress of the Romanian Orthodox
Missionary Episcopate in America held on July
21, 1973, and approves the elevation of that Dio-
cese to the rank of Archdiocese, with the official
title “The Romanian Orthodox Missionary Arch-
diocese in America”

o It recommends to the Church Congress of the
Romanian Orthodox Missionary Archdiocese in
America to proceed to amend the Statutes for the
organization of that Archdiocese, in which the
establishment of a post of Auxiliary Bishop could
be provided.

At the same time and in the same session, the Holy
Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church took into con-
sideration your official letter No. 163/1973 as well as the V.
Rev. Archimandrite Bartholomew Valeriu Anania’s report
of December 10, 1974, both regarding the issue of the
autonomy of the Romanian Orthodox Missionary Arch-
diocese in America.

The Plenary Holy Synod, noting that it is necessary
that the decision of the Permanent Synod of the Romanian
Orthodox Church of July 12, 1950 which defined at that
time the status of autonomy of the Romanian Orthodox
Missionary Episcopate in America be completed and refor-
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DECIZIA SINODALA DE AUTONOMIE

No. 14079 din 12 Decembrie 1974

INALT PREA SFINTIA VOASTRA,

Cu frateasca dragoste, Vi aducem la cunostintd ca,
in sedinta sa de lucru din 12 Decembrie 1974, Sfantul Sinod
al Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméne a luat in examinare adresa
Inalt Prea Sfintiei Voastre cu No. 219/1973, in legatura cu
hotédrérea Congresului anual al acelei Arhiepiscopii, din 21
lulie 1973, privind ridicarea Episcopiei Misionare Ortodoxe
Romane in America la rangul de Arhiepiscopie.

Tinidnd seama ci aceastd hotérare a fost luatd de
Congresul Bisericesc, in raport cu necesititile izvorite din
insasi viata religioasd a Eparhiei si ca urmare a hotéririi
Sfantului Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane din 11 lunie
1973, prin care sa acordat I.PS. Victorin rangul de
Arhiepiscop;

Avand in vedere randuielile canonice si practica
indatinata in Bisericile Ortodoxe cu privire la organizarea
administrativa a Eparhiilor, corespunzator rangului pe care
il au conducitorii acestora;

In urma discutiilor care au avut loc si a explicatiilor
date de Prea Fericitul Patriarh Justinian asupra problemei
in cauza, la propunerea Comisiei canonica, juridica si
pentru discipling, Sfantul Sinod a hotarit:

o laact de hotarirea Congresului Bisericesc Anual
al Episcopiei Misionare Ortodoxe Romane in
America, tinut la 21 lulie 1973 si aproba ridicarea
acelei Episcopii la rangul de Arhiepiscopie, cu
titulatura oficiala: “Arhiepiscopia Misionara
Ortodoxd Roména in America”

e Recomandd Congresului  Bisericesc  al
Arhiepiscopiei Misionare Ortodoxe Roméne in
America sa procedeze la modificarea Statutului
pentru organizarea acelei Arhiepiscopii, in care
poate sd se prevadd si infiintarea unui post de
Episcop-Vicar.

Totodata, in aceeasi sedinta, Sfintul Sinod al
Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, a luat in examinare adresa
Inalt Prea Sfintiei Voastre cu No. 163/1973 si referatul din 10
Decembrie 1974 al P. C. Arhim. Bartolomeu Valeriu Ana-
nia, privind problema autonomiei Arhiepiscopiei
Misionare Ortodoxe Roméne in America.

Sfantul Sinod Plenar, constatiand cé este necesar sa
fie intregita si reformulatd hotararea Sinodului Permanent
al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane din 12 lulie 1950, care a
definit la vremea respectiva statusul autonomiei Episcopiei
Misionare Ortodoxe Romane in America, astfel ca acea
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mulated, so that decision be adjusted to correspond to the
structure of the Diocese which was elevated to the rank of
Archdiocese;

Taking into consideration Your Eminence’s propos-
als in the letter No. 163/1973 as well as those in the V. Rev.
Archimandrite Bartholomeu Valeriu Anania’s report of
December 10, 1974;

Following the proposal made by the Canonical,
Juridical and Disciplinary Commission, the Holy Synod
decided:

o The Romanian Orthodox Missionary Archdio-
cese in America is and remains an autonomous
diocese.

o  The Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox
Church, based on the Permanent Synod’s deci-
sion of July 12, 1950 as well as on the Most Rev.
Archbishop Victorin’s official letter No. 163 of
June 8, 1973 recognizes and renews that status of
autonomy as follows:

1. The jurisdictional territory of the Romanian
Orthodox Missionary Archdiocese in America
on Orthodox parishes with members of Roman-
ian origin - or associated by religious faith or affil-
iation encompasses the United States of America,
Canada, South America and Pacific Area.

2. The Romanian Orthodox Missionary Archdio-
cese in America is governed by its own Statutes
and By-Laws, without any interference from out-
side, having to maintain canonical, dogmatic and
spiritual ties with the Holy Synod of the Roman-
ian Orthodox Church - from which it receives the
Holy and Great Chrism - according to the Holy
Canons and to the hierarchical structure of the
Eastern Orthodox Church.

3. The Archbishop is elected by the Church Con-
gress of that Diocese, composed of the clergy and
lay delegates of the parishes, according to the pro-
visions set forth in the Statutes of the Archdio-
cese as well as in the laws of the United States of
America on whose territory the Archdiocese has
its headquarters.

4. The local Church Congress is the authority that
proposes to the Holy Synod of the Romanian
Orthodox Church to confirm the election as well
as to elevate the newly elected (Archbishop) to
the hierarchical level, in the event that he does
not already have it.

5.  The spiritual authority of the Archbishop derives
from that of the Holy Synod of the Romanian
Orthodox Church, which grants him investiture
through Patriarchal Grammata in public and cer-
emonial fashion.

6. The Archbishop together with the legislative,
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hotérare sa corespunda structurii Eparhiei care a fost ridi-
catd la rang de Arhiepiscopie;

Luénd in consideratie propunerile Inalt Prea Sfintiei
Voastre din adresa No. 163/1973 si cele din referatul din 10
Decembrie 1974, al P.C. Arhim. Bartolomeu Valeriu
Anania;

La propunerea Comisiei canonicd, juridica si
pentru disciplind, Sfantul Sinod a hotarat:

o Arhiepiscopia Misionard Ortodoxa Roménd in
America este si rimane o eparhie autonoma.

o Sfantul Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméne, in
baza hotaririi Sinodului Permanent din 12 lulie
1950 si pe temeiul adresei No. 163 din 8 Iunie 1973,
al.P.S. Arhiepiscop Victorin, recunoaste si rein-
noieste acest Statut de autonomie, dupd cum
urmeaza:

1. Teritoriul jurisdictional al Arhiepiscopiei Mision-
are Ortodoxe Roméne in America asupra paro-
hiilor ortodoxe cu enoriasi de origine romand —
sau afiliati prin credintd religioasd ori rudenie —
cuprinde Statele Unite ale Americii, Canada,
America de Sud si Aria Pacificului.

2. Arhiepiscopia Misionarda Ortodoxd Romani in
America se conduce dupa statute si regulamente
proprii, fard nici un amestec din afard, avind a
pastra legdturi canonice, dogmatice si spirituale
cu Sfantul Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméne
— dela care primeste Sfantul si Marele Mir — in
conformitate cu sfintele canoane si cu structura
ierarhica a Bisericii Ortodoxe de Résarit.

3. Arhiepiscopul este ales de catre Congresul Bise-
ricesc al acelei eparhii, alcatuit din delegatii cleri-
ci si mireni ai parohiilor, in conformitate cu
prevederile Statutului Arhiepiscopiei, precum si
cu legile Statelor Unite ale Americii, pe teritoriul
carora Arhiepiscopia isi are sediul central.

4.  Congresul Bisericesc local este autoritatea care
propune Sfantului Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe
Roméne confirmarea alegerii, precum si ridicarea
noului ales la treapta arhieriei, in cazul ca acesta
nu o are.

5.  Autoritatea spirituald a Arhiepiscopului derivé
din aceea a Sfantului Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe
Roméne, care ii acorda investitura prin Gramata
Patriarhala, in cadru public si solemn.

6.  Arhiepiscopul, impreuna cu organele legislative,
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10.

executive and disciplinary organs of the Roman-
ian Orthodox Missionary Archdiocese in Amer-
ica rules the Diocese in a self-governing way, hav-
ing the right and the liberty to appoint priests,
deans, counselors and employees, to grant
Church distinctions and ranks, to apply punitive
sanctions, to have an innerself economical and
financial administration, to publish on the
account of the Archdiocese magazines, periodi-
cals, bulletins, almanacs, books of religious ritu-
al and education, to supervise and rule all the
ecclesiastical and cultural activities of the parish-
es.

The Archbishop is a rightful member of the Holy
Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church, with
the right to vote on matters concerning his Dio-
cese. The Holy Synod’s positions or decisions
regarding the relationship between the Roman-
ian Orthodox Church and the Romanian State
are not obligatory for the Archbishop of the
Romanian Orthodox Missionary Archdiocese in
America nor for the priests and faithful under his
jurisdiction, all of them living in countries with
political and social systems different from that of
Romania.

The parishes of the Romanian Orthodox Mis-
sionary Archdiocese in America are owners de
jure and de facto of the personal and real proper-
ty they possess, having to administer them in
conformity with the Statutes of the Archdiocese
as well as with the laws of the respective states.
The Romanian Patriarchate does not claim any
rights of personal or real property on the parish-
es within the jurisdictional territory of the
Romanian Orthodox Missionary Archdiocese in
America.

The Romanian Orthodox Missionary in America
enjoys the right to establish and maintain inter-
Orthodox, inter-Christian and ecumenical rela-
tionships with the religious organizations on its
jurisdictional territory, having to observe the
dogmatic teaching and canonical rules of the
Holy Eastern Orthodox Church. Its Archbishop
is the only Hierarch invested with the authority to
represent it canonically and legally.

In order to be aided in his leadership activities,
the Archbishop may have an Auxiliary Bishop.
This one enjoys the right to be honored according
to his rank and is, as the Archbishop, a member
of the Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox
Church. The Auxiliary Bishop to be is recom-
mended by the Archbishop in agreement with the
Archdiocesan Council. The procedure for his
confirmation and his elevation to the Hierarchi-

10.
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executive si disciplinare ale Arhiepiscopiei
Misionare Ortodoxe Roméane in America, isi
conduc eparhia in mod de sine stétitor, avand
dreptul si libertatea de a rindui preoti, protopopi,
consilieri si functionari, de a acorda distinctii si
ranguri bisericesti, de a aplica sanctiuni discipli-
nare, de a avea o administratie economicd si
financiara proprie, de a edita pe seama eparhiei
reviste, ziare, buletine, almanahuri, carti de cult si
educatie religioasa, de a supraveghea si indruma
intreaga activitate bisericeascd si culturala a paro-
hiilor.

Arhiepiscopul este membru de drept al Sfantului
Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, cu drept de
vot asupra problemelor care privesc eparhia sa.
Pozitiile sau deciziile Sfintului Sinod cu privire
la relatiile dintre Biserica Ortodoxd Romana si
Statul Romén nu sunt obligatorii pentru Arhie-
piscopul Arhiepiscopiei Misionare Ortodoxe
Romane in America si nici pentru preotii si cred-
inciosii de sub jurisdictia sa, acestia traind in tiri
cu sisteme politice si sociale diferite, de acelea ale
Romaniei.

Parohiile Arhiepiscopiei Misionare Ortodoxe
Roméne in America sunt proprietarele de drept si
de fapt ale bunurilor mobile si imobile pe care le
detin, avand a le administra in conformitate cu
Statutul Arhiepiscopiei si cu legile statelor respec-
tive. Patriarhia Romand nu revendica drepturi
mobiliare sau imobiliare asupra parohiilor de pe
teritoriul  jurisdictional al Arhiepiscopie
Misionare Ortodoxe Roméane in America.

Arhiepiscopia Misionard Ortodoxd Roména in
America se bucura de dreptul de a stabili si
intretine relatii interortodoxe, intercrestine si
ecumeniste cu organizatiile religioase de pe teri-
toriul ei jurisdictional, avind a respecta invétatu-
ra dogmaticd si randuielile canonice ale Sfintei
Biserici Ortodoxe de Rasérit. Arhiepiscopul ei
este singurul ierarh investit cu autoritatea de a o
reprezenta canonic si legal.

In sprijinul activititii sale de conducitor,
Arhiepiscopul poate avea un Episcop-Vicar.
Acesta se bucura de dreptul de cinstire potrivit
rangului sdu si este, ca si Arhiepiscopul, membru
al Sfantului Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméne.
Episcopul Vicar in devenire este recomandat de
catre Arhiepiscop, in intelegere cu Consiliul
eparhial. Procedura confirmarii si ridicarii lui la
treapta de arhiereu este aceeasi ca cea prevazutd
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cal level is the same as for the Archbishop with
the exception that he is installed by the Archbish-
op.

o The Holy Synod recommends that the Romanian
Orthodox Missionary Archdiocese in America
take into account all the above in amending its
Statutes.

Bringing to Your Eminence’s knowledge all the
above for their implementation, we brotherly embrace you
in our Lord Jesus Christ.

President of the Holy Synod
T JUSTINIAN
Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church

Secretary of the Holy Synod
+ Bishop ANTONIE PLOIESTEANUL
Patriachal Vicar

pentru arhiepiscop, cu deosebirea ci instalarea
lui se face de catre Arhiepiscop.

o Recomanda cala amendarea Statutului Arhiepis-
copiei Misionare Ortodoxe Roméane in America
sd se tind seama de cele de mai sus.

Aducind la cunostinta Inalt Prea Sfintiei Voastre
cele de mai sus, pentru cele de urmare, Va imbratisam
frateste in Domnul nostru lisus Hristos.

Presedintele Sfantului Sinod
+ JUSTINIAN
Patriarhul Bisericii Ortodoxe Roméane

Secretarul SfAntului Sinod
+ Episcop ANTONIE PLOIESTEANUL
Vicar Patriarhal
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